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R  E  A  D  E  R. 

f  i  y  ^ 

*  .  jr 

fTp  H  E  Author  of  the  following  Speech 

X  was  fo  well  known  in  Pennfylvania 
and  the  adjacent  Provinces,  that  it  was  thought 
unneceffary  in  the  Philadelphia  Edition  to  pre¬ 
fix  any  Account  of  him ;  but  as  perhaps  many 
Readers  in  England  may  be  unacquainted  with 
his  Merit,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  them  lome 
little  Information  in  this  Point,  which  I  {hall 
do  in  a  few  Words,  by  way  of  Panegyric. 

He  early  difcovered  a  generous  Concern  for 
his  Country,  an  intimate  Acquaintance  with  its 
Laws  and  Conftitution,  and  a  ftrong  Dilpofition 
to  oppofe  the  Enemies  of  Liberty.  With  thefe 
favourable  Prognofticks  he  fet  out  in  Life,  and 
has  had  frequent  Opportunities  of  exerting  his 
Abilities  in  the  molt  conlpicuous  Manner. 
About  eight  or  ten  Years  ago,  when  bold  At¬ 
tempts  were  made  to  abridge  (not  to  fay  de- 
ftroy)  the  Liberties  of  Pennjylvania ,  this  Gen¬ 
tleman,  then  abput  five-and-twenty  Years  of 
Age,  and  of  independent  Fortune,  was  chofen 
one  of  the  Reprelentatives  for  the  County  of 
Philadelphia ,  which  Station  he  has  defervedlv 

filled 
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filled  ever  fince  that  Time ;  and  from  his 
Youth  upwards  has  aded  with  fo  much  Con- 
liftency,  and  promoted  the  Welfare  of  his 
Country  in  fo  uniform  a  Manner,  fparing 
no  Pains  or  Induftry  to  defeat  the  wicked 
Purpofes  of  wicked  Men,  that  even  thofe  who 
would  mifreprefent  his  generous  Defigns  for  the 
publick  Good,  cannot  but'  approve  the  Steadi- 
nefs  and  Intrepidity  with  which  he  has  purfued 
them.  It  was  folely  with  a  View  to  the  Intereft 
and  Happinefs  of  his  Condiments  that  he 
warmly  profecuted  the  Meafure  which  is  the 
Subjedt  of  this  Speech.  It  is  true,  it  is  a  vio¬ 
lent  one,  and  how  far  it  may  be  proper  is  not 
for  me  to  determine  ;  but  it  is  to  be  conlidered 
that  violent  Difeafes  require  violent  Remedies  ; 
and  as  the  Affembly  have  found  by  woeful  Ex¬ 
perience  that  Juftice  is  not  fufficient  to  give  a 
ban&ion  to  their  Demands,  they  have  been 
forced  upon  .this  Expedient,  the  dernier  Re¬ 
fort  and  only  Refource  now  left  them. 


C  E. 


P  R  E  F  A 

T  is  not  merely  becaufe  Mr.  Dickinfcn's 
Speech  was  ulhered  into  the  World  by 
a  Preface,  that  one  is  made  to  this  of 
Mr.  Galloway .  But  as  in  that  Preface 
a  Number  of  Afperfions  were  thrown  on  our  Af- 
femblies,  and  their  Proceedings  grofly  mifrepre- 
fented,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  wipe  thole  Ai- 
perfions  ofr  by  feme  proper  Animadverfions ;  and 
by  a  true  State  of  Fads,  to  rectify  thofe  Mifre- 
prefentationSi 

The  Preface:  begins  with  faying,  that  cc  Go- 
u  vernor  Denny ,  whofe  Adminiftration  will  never 
4C  be  mentioned  but  with  Difgrace  in  the  Annals 
44  of  this  Province,  was  induced  by  Confiderations 
to  which  the  World  is  now  no  Stranger,  to  pafs 
fundry  Ads,5J  &c.  thus  infinuating,  that  by 
fome  unufual  bafe  Bargain  fecretly  made,  but  af¬ 
terwards  difcovered,  he  was  induced  to  pafs  therm 
—It  is  fit,  therefore,  without  undertaking  to  juftify 
all  that  Governor's  Adminiftration,  to  fhew  what 
thofe  Confiderations  were. — Ever  fince  the  Re¬ 
venue  of  the  Quit-rents  firft,  and  after  that  the 
Revenue  of  Tavern  Licences,  were  fettled  irre¬ 
vocably  on  our  Proprietors  and  Governors,  they 
have  looked  on  thofe  Incomes  as  their  proper 
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Eftate,  for  which  they  were  under  no  Obligations 
to  the  People.*  And  when  they  afterwards  con- 
c  ui  red  m  palling  any  ufeful  Laws,  they  confidered. 
them  as  fo  many  jobbs,  tor  which  they  ought  to 
be  particularly  paid.  Hence  arofe  the  Cuftom  of 
Prefents  twice  a  Year  to  the  Governors,  at  the 
Llofe  of  each  Seffion  in  which  Laws  were  palled, 
given  at  the  1  ime  ofpaffing.  Theyufually  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum.  But  when 
the  Governors  and  A  ffern blies  difagreed,  fo  that 
Laws  were  not  palled,  the  Prelents  were  with¬ 
held. — -when  a  Dilpofition  to  agree  enfued,  there 
foiuetimes  Hill  remained  feme  Diffidence.  The 
Governors  would  not  pals  the  Laws  that  were 
wanted,  without  being  lure  of  the  Money,  even 
all  that  they  called  their  Arrears  *,  nor  the  Af- 
iemblies  give  the  Money  without  being  fure  of  the 
Laws. — Thence  the  Necefilty  of  feme  private  Con¬ 
ference,  in  which  mutual  A  durances  or  good  Faith 
might  be  received  and  given,  that  the  Tranfac- 
tions  fhould  go  hand  in  hand.  What  Name  the 
impartial  Reader  will  give  to  this  kind  of  Com- 
merce,  I  cannot  lay  :  To  me  it  appears  an  Extor¬ 
tion  of  more  Money  from  the  People,  for  that 
to  which  they  had  before  an  undoubted  Right, 
both  by  the  Conftitution  and  by  Purchafe  ;  but 
there  was  no  other  Shop  they  could  go  to  for  the 
Commodity  they  wanted,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  comply.  — Time  eftablifhed  the  Cuftom,  and 
made  it  feern  honed  •,  fo  that  our  Governors, 
even  thole  of  the  moft  undoubted  Honour,  have 
pracfifed  it. — Governor  Thomas,  after  a  long  Mif- 
underftanding  with  the  Affiembly,  went  more  open¬ 
ly  to  work  with  them  in  managing  this  Commerce, 
and  they  with  him  The  Fact  is  curious,  as  it 
Hands  recorded  in  the  Votes' of  1742-3.  Sundry 
Bills  lent  up  to  the  Governor  for  his  Afient  had 
lain  long  in  his  Hands,  without  any  Anfwer.— 
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Jan.  4.  the  Houfe  “  Ordered,  That  Thomas  Leech 
“  and  Edward  Warner  wait  upon  the  Governor, 
“  and  acquaint  him,  that  the  Houle  had  long 
“  waited  for  his  Refult  on  the  Bills  that  lie  before 
“  him,  and  defire  to  know  when  they  may  expeft 
“  it” — The  Gentlemen  return,  and  report,  “  That 
“  they  waited  upon  the  Governor,  and  delivered 
«  the  Melfage  of  the  Houfe  according  to  Order, 
«  and  that  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  fay,  He 
“  had  had  the  Bills  long  under  Confi deration,  and 
“  waited  the  Refult  of  the  Houfe.”— The  Houfe 
well  underftood  this  Hint-,  and  immediately  re- 
folved  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houle,  to 
take  what  was  called  the  Governor’s  Support  into 
Confideration,  in  which  they  made  the  Minutes 
fay,  fome  Progrefs  -,  and  the  next  Morning  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  that  Progrefs ,  whatever  it  was,  had 
been  communicated  to  him  for  he  fent  them 
down  this  Melfage  by  his  Secretary :  —  “  Mr. 
“  Speaker ,  The  Governor  commands  me  to  ac¬ 
ts  quaint  you,  that  as  he  has  received  Alfurances 
“  of  a  good  Difpofition  in  the  Houfe,  he  thinks  it 
“  incumbent  on  him  to  fhew  the  like  on  his  Part ; 
“  and  therefore  fends  down  the  Bills  which  lay 
“  before  him,  without  any  Amendment.” — As 
this  Melfage  only  fhewed  a  good  Difpofition,  but 
contained  no  Promife  to  pafs  the  Bills,  the  Houle 
feem  to  have  had  their  Doubts-,  and  therefore, 
February  2,  when  they  came  to  refolve,  on  the 
Report  of  the  Grand  Committee,  to  give  the  Mo¬ 
ney,  they  guarded  their  Refolves  very  cautioufiy, 
viz.  “  Reiolved,  That  on  the  Paffage  of  luch  Bills 
“  as  now  lie  before  the'Governor,  the  Naturaliza- 
«  tion  Bill,  and  luch  other  Bills  as  may  be  pre- 
“  fented  to  him  during  this  Sitting,  there  be  paid 
“  him  the  Sum  of  Five  hundred  Pounds. — Re- 
“  folved  alfo.  That  on  the  Paffage  of  fuch  Bills 
u  as  now  lie  before  the  Governor,  tne  Naturaliza- 
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„  *10n  ,Bili’ , and  ,fuch  other  Bills  as  may  be  pre, 
^nted  to  him  this  Sitting,  there  be  paid  to  the 

„  ®°ve,mor,  the,  fu«*er  Sum  of  One  thousand 
1  ounds ,  for  the  current  Year’s  Support ,  and 
that  Orders  be  drawn  on  the  Treafurer  and 

t>  1  /■  i CGS  tie  ^0an  purfuant  to  thefe 

.  Revives.  ’—The  Orders  were  accordingly  drawn 
with  which  being  acquainted,  he  appointed  a  Time 
to  pals  the  Bills,  which  was  done  with  one  Hand, 
while  he  received  the  Orders  in  the  other;  and 
then  with  the  utmoft  Politenefs  thanked  the  Houfe 
for  the  Fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  pure  free  Gift ,  and  a  mere  Mark  of  their  Refpect 
and  Affedtion.  “  I  thank  you ,  Gentlemen  (lavs 
lie)  for  this  Itjlance  of  your  Regard ;  which  I 
um  the  more  pleafed  with,  as  it  gives  an  aoree- 
able  Profpedt  of  future  Harmony  between  me 

“  and  the  Representatives  of  the  People.” _ This, 

Reader,  is  an  exadt  Counterpart  of  the  Tranfac- 
tion  with  Governor  Benny  ;  except  that  Benny  fent 
V/ord  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  pafs  the  Bills 
berore  they  voted  the  Support. — And  yet  here  was 
no  Proprietary  Clamour  about  Bribery,  &c.  And 
why  lb  ?'  Why  at  that  Time  the  Proprietary  Fa¬ 
mily,  by  virtue  of  a  fecret  Bond  they  had  obtained 
of  the  Governor  at  his  Appointment,  were  to  lhare 
with  him  the  Sums  io  obtained  of  the  People ! 

This  Refervation  of  the  Proprietaries  they  were 
at  that  I  ime  a  little  afhamed  of,  and  therefore 
Inch  Bonds  were  then  to  be  Secrets.  But  as  in 
every  kind  of  Sinning  frequent  Repetition  lefiens 
Shame,  and  increafes  Boldnefs,  we  find  the  Pro- 
prietaries  ten  fears  afterwards  openly  infifting 
on  thefe  Advantages  to  themfeives,  over  and  above 
what  was  paid  to  their  Deputy  :  “  Wherefore  (fay 
“  they)  on  this  Occafion  it  is  neceflaiy  that  we 
f‘  fhould  inform  the  People,  through  yourfelves 

“  their 
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u  their  Reprefentatives,  that  as  by  the  Conftitu- 
tion  our  Consent  is  necessary  to  their  Laws, 
c c  at  the  fame  time  that  they  have  an  undoubted 
<c  Right  to  fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  the  Defence 
cc  and  real  Service  of  the  Country ;  fo  it  will 
cc  tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the  feveral  Matters 
“  which  muft  be  tranfa&ed  with  us,  for  their  Re- 
“  prefentatives  to  fhew  a  Regard  to  us  and  our 
u  Interest.” — This  was  in  their  Anfwer  to  the 
Reprefentation  of  the  Affembly,  [Votes,  December , 
1754,  Page  4*8.]  on  the  Juftice  of  their  contri¬ 
buting  to  Indian  Expences,  which  they  had  re- 
fufed.  And  on  this  Claufe  the  Committee  make 
the  following  Remark:  —  “  They  tell  us,  their 
Confent  is  neceffary  to  our  Laws ,  and  that  it 
“  will  tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the  Matters 
“  which  muft  be  tranfafted  with  them,  for  the 
^  Reprefentatives  to  fhew  a  Regard  to  their  In- 
iC  terest  :  That  is,  as  we  underftand  it,  though 
tc  the  Proprietaries  have  a  Deputy  here,  fupported 
,c  by  the  Province,  who  is,  or  ought  to  be,  fully 
“  impowered  to  pafs  all  Laws  neceffary  for  the  Ser- 
*c  vice  of  the  Country  ;  yet,  before  we  can  obtain 
“  fuch  Laws,  we  muft  facilitate  their  Paffage  by 
paying  Money  for  the  Proprietaries  which  they 
u  ought  to  pay,  or  in  fome  Shape  make  it  their 
particular  Interest  to  pafs  them.  We  hope, 
“  however,  that  if  this  Practice  has  ever  been  be¬ 
gun,  it  will  never  be  continued  in  this  Province; 
“  and  that  fince,  as  this  very  Paragraph  allows, 
u  we  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  fuch  Laws,  we 
“  fhall  always  be  able  to  obtain  them  from  the 
Goodnefs  of  our  Sovereign,  without  going  to 
“  Market  for  them  to  a  Subjett.”  Time  has 
fhewn  that  thofe  Hopes  were  vain  ;  they  have  been 
obliged  to  go  to  that  Market  ever  fince,  direftly 
or  indireftly,  or  go  without  their  Laws.  The 
Practice  has  continued,  and  will  continue,  as  long 

as 
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as  the  Proprietary  Government  fubfifts,  interven¬ 
ing  between  the  Crown  and  the  People. 

Do  not,  my  courteous  Reader,  take  pet  at  our 
Proprietary  Conftitution,  for  thefe  our  bargain  and 
fale  Proceedings  in  Legiflation.  • — 5Tis  a  happy 
Country  where  Juftice,  and  what  was  your  own 
before,  can  be  had  for  ready  Money.  ’Tis  an¬ 
other  Addition  to  the  Value  of  Money,  and  of 
courfe  another  Spur  to  Induftry. — Every  Land  is 
not  fo  ble fifed.  There  are  Countries  where  the 
princely  Proprietor  claims  to  be  Lord  of  all  Pro¬ 
perty,  where  what  is  your  own  fhall  not  only  be 
wrefted  from  you,  but  the  Money  you  give  to  have 
it  reftored  fhall  be  kept  with  it  *,  and  your  offering 
fo  much,  being  a  Sign  of  your  being  too  rich,  you 
fhall  be  plundered  of  every  thing  that  remained. 
Thefe  Times  are  not  come  here  yet :  Your  pre¬ 
fers  Proprietors  have  never  been  more  unreafon- 
able  hitherto  than  barely  to  infill  on  your  fighting 
in  Defence  of  their  Property,  and  paying  the  Ex¬ 
pence  yourfelves  •,  or  if  their  Eftates  muff  [ah !  muft] 
be  taxed  towards  it,  that  the  befi  of  their  Lands 
fhall  be  taxed  no  higher  than  the  %ycrjl  of  yours. 

Pardon  this  Digreffion,  and  I  return  to  Go¬ 
vernor  Denny  •,  but  firft  let  me  do  Governor  Ha¬ 
milton  the  juftice  to  obferve,  that  whether  from 
the  Uprightnefs  of  his  own  Difpofition,  or  from 
the  odious  Light  the  Praftice  had  been  fet  in  on 
Denny  s  Account,  or  from  both,  he  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  thefe  Bargains,  but  paffed  fuch  Laws  as  he 
thought  fit  to  pafs,  without  any  previous  Stipula- 
tiono  f  Pay  for  them.  But  then,  when  he  faw 
th  Affembly  tardy  in  the  Payment  he  expected, 
an  d  yet  calling  upon  him  ftill  to  pafs  more  Laws , 
he  openly  put  them  in  mind  of  the  Money,  as  a 
Debt  due  to  him  from  Cuftom.  u  in  the  Courfe 

“  of 


i 


[  9  J 

<c  of  the  prefent  Year  (fays  he,  in  his  Mefiage  of 
“  July  8,  1763.)  a  great  deal  of  publick  Bufinefs 
4C  hath  been  tranfailed  by  me,  and  I  believe  as 
tc  many  ufcful  Laws  enabled,  as  by  any  of  my 
“  PredeceiTors  in  the  fame  Space  of  Time  *,  yet 
“  1  have  not  underftood  that  any  Allowance  hath 
u  hitherto  been  made  to  me  for  my  Support,  as 
4C  hath  been  cnjlomary  in  this  Province.55 — The 
Houfe  having  then  feme  Bills  in  hand,  took  the 
Matter  into  immediate  Confideration,  and  voted 
him  Five  hundred  Pounds ;  for  which  an  Order 
or  Certificate  was  accordingly  drawn :  And  on  the 
fame  Day  the  Speaker,  after  the  Houle  had  been 
with  the  Governor,  reported,  “  That  his  Honour 
“  had  been  pleafed  to  give  his  Afient  to  the  Bills, 
6C  by  enabling  the  fame  into  Laws .  And  Mr.  Speaker 
u  farther  reported,  That  he  had  tloen^  in  behalf 
<c  of  the  Houfe,  prefented  their  Certificate  of  Five 
46  hundred  Pounds  to  the  Governor ;  who  was 
cc  pleafed  to  fay.  He  was  obliged  to  the  Houfe  for 

the  fame.” — -Thus  we  fee  the  Practice  of  pur- 
chafing  and  paying  for  Laws  is  interwoven  with  our 
Proprietary  Conftitution,  ufed  in  the  befc  Times, 
and  under  the  belt  Governors.  And  yet,  alas 
poor  AfTembly  1  how  will  you  fleer  your  brittle 
Bark  between  thefe  Rocks  ?  If  you  pay  ready 
Money  for  your  Laws,  and  thofe  Laws  are  not 
liked  by  the  Proprietors,  you  are,  charged  with 
Bribery  and  Corruption : — If  you  wait  a  while  be¬ 
fore  you  pay,  you  are  accufed  of  detaining  the 
Governors  cuftomary  Right,  and  dunned  as  a  neg¬ 
ligent  or  difhorieft  Debtor,  that  refufes  to  difcharge 
a  juft  Debt ! 

But  Governor  Denny's  Cafe,  I  fhall  be  told, 
differs  from  all  thefe  •,  for  the  A6ts  he  was  induced 
to  pafs  were,  as  the  Prefacer  tells  us,  “  contrary 
64  to  his  Duty,  and  to  every  Tie  of  Honour  and 
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Juftice.  Such  is  the  ImperfeClion  of  our  Lan¬ 
guage',  and  perhaps  of  all  other  Languages,  that 
notwithftanding  we  are  furnilhed  with  Dictionaries 
innumerable,  we  cannot  precifely  know  the  Im¬ 
port  of  W'  olds,  u nl cis  v/e  know  of  what  Party  the 
Man  is  that  ufes  them. — In  the  Mouth  of  an  Af- 
lembly-man,  or  true  T? ennfylvanian ,  contrary  to  bis 
Duty,  and  to  every  Die  of  Honour  and  Juftice ,  would 
mean,  the  Governor’s  long  Refufal  to  pals  Laws, 
however  juft  and  neceflary,  for  taxing  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Eftate  ;  a  Refufal  contrary  to  the  Trull 
repofed  in  the  Lieutenant-Governor  by  the  royal 
Charter  to  the  Rights  of  the  People,  wh|fe  Wel- 
iare  it  was  his  Duty  to  promote,,  and  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  ContraCl  made  between  the  .Governor 
and  the  Governed,  when  the  Quit-renfs  and  Li¬ 
cence  Fees  were  eftablilhed,  which  conftrmcd  what 
the  Proprietaries  call  our  undoubted  RigSt,  to  ne- 
ceftaiy  Laws. — But  in  the  MouSuoft the  ."Proprie- 
taries,  or  their  Creatutes,  contrary  to  hisxDutyy  and 
to  every  :I'ie  of  JuJlice  and  Honot(r,-ftne%hsl iS  pall¬ 
ing  Laws  contrary  to  Proprietary  InftruBjdns^  and 
contrary  to  the  Bonds  he  had  previoully  .given  to 
obferve  thofe  Inftrudtions : — Inftrudliqns  how¬ 
ever  that  were  unjuft  and  unconftitutional,  and 
Bonds  that  were  illegal  and  void  from  the  Be¬ 
ginning. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  Wickednefs  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Denny  in  palling,  and  of  the  Aflerjnbly  in 
prevailing  with  him  to  pafs,  thofe  Adis.  By  the 
Prefacer’s  Account  of  them,  you  would  think  the 
Laws  fo  obtained  were  all  bad ;  for  he  fpeaks  of 
but  feven,  of  which  fix  he  fays  were  repealed,  and 
thefeventh  reported  to  be  “fundamentally  wrong 
“  and  unjust,  and  ought  to  be  repealed,  urn 
“  Ids  fix  certain  Amendments  were  made  there- 
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lc  in  V’  Whereas  in  fa£t  there  were  nineteen  of 
them,  and  feveral  of  thofe  mull  have  been  good 
Laws,  tor  even  the  Proprietaries  did  not  objebfc 
to  them.  Of  the  eleven  that  they  oppofed,  only 
fix  were  repealed;  fo  that  it  feemsthefe  good 
Gentlemen  may  themfelves  be  fometimes  as  wrong 
in  oppofing,  as  the  AfTembly  in  enabling  Laws. 
But  the  Words  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjust 
are  the  great  Fund  of  Triumph  to  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  and  their  Partizans.  Thefe  their  fubfequent 
»  >  unmercifully  dinned  in  the  Ears 

of  the  Affembly  on  all  Occalions  ever  fince  *3  for 
they  make  a  Part  of  near  a  Dozen  of  their  Mef- 
fages. — They  have  rung  the  Changes  on  thofe 
Words,  till  they  worked  them  up  to  fay  that  the 
Law  was  fundamentally  wrong  arid  unjuft  in  Six  fe¬ 
veral  Articles.  [Governor’s  Meffage,  May  17, 
1764.]  infte^d  of  “  ought  to  be  repealed,  unlefs 
cc  fix  Alterations  or  Amendments  could  be  made 
“  therein.” — A  Law  unjuft  in  fix  feveral  Articles, 
muff  be  an  unjuft  Law  indeed ;  let  us  therefore, 
once  for  all,  examine  this  unjuft  Law  Article  by 
Article,  in  order  to  fee  whether  our  Affemblies 

have  been  Inch  Villains  as  they  have  been  repre¬ 
fen  ted. 

1  -* 

The  ftrft  Particular  in  which  their  Lordfhips 
propofed  the  Aft  fhould  be  amended  was,  u  That 
the  real  Eftates  to  be  taxed  be  defined  with  Pre- 
“  cifion ,  lo  as  not  to  include  the  unfurveyed  wafte 
Land  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries.”  This 
v/as  at  molt  but  an  Obfcurity  to  be  cleared  up. 
And  though  the  Law  might  well  appear  to  their 
Lordfhips  incertain  in  that  Particular  ;  with  us, 

,  *  Adt  is  intituled,  An  Adi  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 

jqfty  the  Sum  ol  One  hundred  thouland  Pounds,  ftriking  the 
fame  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  finking  the  Bills  by  a  Tax  on  all 
Mates  real  and  oerfonah 

A 

who 
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who  better  know  our  own  Cuftoms,  and  that  the 
Proprietaries  wafte  unfurveyed  Land  was  never 
here  confidered  among  Eftates  real,  fubjeft  to 
Taxation,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Doubt  or  Sup- 
pofition,  that  fuch  Lands  were  included  in  the 
Words  “  all  Eftates  real  and  perfonal.”  The 
Agents  therefore,  knowing  that  the  Aflembly  had 
no  Intention  to  tax  thofe  Lands,  might  well  fup- 
pofe  they  would  readily  agree  to  remove  the  Ob- 
lcurity. 

Before  we  go  farther,  let  it  be  obferved,  That 
the  main  Defign  of  the  Proprietaries  in  oppofing 
this  Aft  was,  to  prevent  their  Eftates  being  taxed 
at  all.  But  as  they  know  that  the  Doctrine  of 
Proprietary  Exemption ,  which  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  enforce  here,  could  not  be  fupported 
there,  they  bent  their  whole  Strength  againft  the 
Aft  on  other  Principles  to  procure  its  Repeal, 
pretending  great  Willingnefs  to  fubmit  to  an  equi¬ 
table  Tax  ;  but  that  the  Aflembly,  out  of  mere 
Malice,  becaufe  they  had  confcientioufly  quitted 
phiakerifm  for  the  Church!  were  wickedly  deter¬ 
mined  to  ruin  them,  to  tax  all  their  unfurveyed 
Wildernefs  Lands,  and  at  the  higheft  Rates,  and 
by  that  Means  exempt  themfelves  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  throw  the  whole  Burden  of  the  War  on 
the  Proprietary  Family.  —  Flow  foreign  thefe 
Charges  were  from  the  Truth,  need  not  be  told 
to  any  Man  in  Pennsylvania .  And  as  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  knew  that  the  hundred  thouiand  Pounds 
of  Paper  Money,  ftruck  for  the  Defence  of  their 
enormous  Eftates,  with  others,  was  aftually  ifiued, 
fpread  through  the  Country,  and  in  the  Hands  of 
Thoufands  of  poor  People,  who  had  given  their 
Labour  for  it  ^  how  bale,  cruel,  and  inhuman  it 
was  to  endeavour,  by  a  Repeal  of  the  Aft,  to 
ftrike  the  Money  dead  in  thole  Hands  at  one 

Blow* 
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Blow,  and  reduce  it  all  to  wade  Paper,  to  the 
utter  Confufion  of  all  Trade  and  Dealings,  and 
the  Ruin  of  Multitudes,  merely  to  avoid  paying 
their  own  juft  Tax  ! — Words  may  be  wanting  to 
exprefs, — but  Minds  will  eafily  conceive, — and  ne¬ 
ver  without  Abhorrence ! 

The  fecond  Amendment  propofed  by  their 
Lordfhips  was,  “  That  the  located  uncultivated 
“  Lands  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  fliall  not 
u  be  affeffed  higher  than  the  loweft  Rate,  at 
which  any  located  uncultivated  Lands  belonging 
u  to  the  Inhabitants  fhall  be  affeffed.” — Had  there 
been  any  Provifion  in  the  Aft,  that  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  Lands,  and  thofe  of  the  People,  of  the 
fame  Value,  fhould  be  taxed  differently,  the  one 
high,  and  the  other  low,  the  Aft  might  well  have 
been  called  in  this  Particular  fundamentally  wrong 
end  unjuft.  But  as  there  is  no  fuch  Claufe,  this  can¬ 
not  be  one  of  the  Particulars  on  which  the  Charge 
is  founded  *,  but,  like  the  firft,  is  merely  a  Re- 
quifition  to  make  the  Aft  clear,  by  exprefs  Di¬ 
rections  therein,  that  the  Proprietaries  Eftate 
fhould  not  be,  as  they  pretended  to  believe  it  would 
be,  taxed  higher  in  Proportion  to  its  Value  than 
the  Eftates  of  others. — As  to  their  prefent  Claim, 
founded  on  that  Article,  “  that  the  beft  and  moft 
valuable  of  their  Lands  fhould  be  taxed  no 
-<c  higher  than  the  worft  and  leaft  valuable  of  the 
“  People5^,”  it  was  not  then  thought  of ;  they  made 
no  fuch  Demand,  nor  did  any  one  dream  that  i o 
iniquitous  a  Claim  would  ever  be  made  by  Men 
who  had  the  leaft  Pretence  to  the  Characters  of 
honourable  and  honeft . 

The  third  Particular  was,  “  That  all  Lands  not 
“  granted  by  the  Proprietaries  within  Boroughs 
and  Towns  be  deemed  located  uncultivated 

C  2  u  Lands* 
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i-ruKi,-,  and  rated  accordingly,  and  not  as  Lots.’* 
1  Jie  L  laule  in  the  Aft  that  this  relates  to  is. 
“  And  whereas  many  valuable  Lots  of  Ground 
“  within  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  feveral 
Boroughs  and  T'owns  within  this  Province,  re- 
“  main  unimproved;  Be  it  enadted,  iSc.  That 
all  fuch  unimproved  Lots  of  Ground  within 
“  the  Clty  and  Boroughs  aforefaid  (hall  be  rated 
‘‘  a”d  aflefled  according  to  their  Situation  and 
^  alue,  lor  and  towards  railing  the  Money 
t  hereby  granted.”. —  The  Reader  will  obferve, 
that  the  W  ord  is  all  unimproved  Lots,  and  that  all 
comprehends  the  Lots  belonging  to  the  People, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Proprietary.— There  were 
many  of  the  former,  and  a  Number  belonging 
even  to  Members  of  the  then  Affembly  ;  and  com 
flatting  the  Value,  the  Pax  mult  be  proportion- 
ably  as  grievous  to  them,  as  the  Proprietary’s  to 
him.— Is  tnere  -among  us  a  fingle  Man,  even  a 
I  ]  oprietary  Relation,  Officer,  or  Dependant,  fo 
infenfible  of  the  Differences  of  Right  and  Wrong, 

in  his  Notions  of  Juft  and  Un- 
jit  A.,  as  to  think  and  fay,  tnat  the  A 61  in  this  Par¬ 
ticular  was  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft?  I  be¬ 
lieve  not  one.— What  then  could  their  Lordfbips 
mean  by  the  propofed  Amendment  ?— Their  Mean¬ 
ing  is  eafily  explained.  The  Proprietaries  have 
confiderable  Tracts  of  Land  within  the  Bounds  of 


Boroughs  and  d  owns,  that  have  not  yet  been  di¬ 
vided  into  Lots:  They  pretended  to  believe,  that  by 
virtue  ol  this  Claufe  an  imaginary  Divifion  would 
be  made  of  thofe  Lands  into  Lots,  and  an  extra¬ 
vagant  \  alue  fet  on  fuch  imaginary  Lots,  greatly 
to  their  Prejudice.— It  was  anfwercd,  That  no 
iuch  tiling  was  intended  by  the  Adi;  and  that  by 
./.c/T  was  meant  only  fuch  Ground  as  had  been 
lurveyed  and  divided  into  Lots,— and  not  the  open 
undivided  Lands. — If  this  only  is  intended,  fay 


their 
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their  Lordfhips,  then  let  the  Aft  be  amended,  fo 
as  clearly  to  exprefswhat  is  intended.  This  is  the 
full  Amount  of  the  third  Particular.- — How  the 
Aft  was  underftood  here,  is  well  known  by  the  Ex¬ 
ecution  of  it  before  the  Difpute  came  on  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  therefore  before  their  Lordfhips  Opi¬ 
nion  on  the  Point  could  be  given,  of  which  full 
Proof  fliall  prefently  be  made. — -In  the  mean  time 
it  appears,  that  the  Aft  was  not  on  this  Account 
fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft. 

The  fourth  Particular  is,  “  That  the  Governor’s 
“  Confent  and  Approbation  be  made  neceflary  to 
“  every  Iffue  and  Application  of  the  Money  to 
tc  be  raifed  by  virtue  of  fuch  Aft.” — The  Aftem- 
bly  intended  this,  and  thought  they  had  done  it 
in  the  Aft.  The  Words  of  the  Claufe  Being, 
“  That  [the  Commiffioners  named]  or  the  major 
“  Part  of  them,  or  of  the  Survivors  of  them, 
“  with  the  Confent  or  Approbation  of  the  Governor 
“  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  this  Province  for  the 
cc  Time  being,  ffiall  order  and  appoint  the  Dif- 
*c  pofition  of  the  Monies  arifing  by  virtue  of  this 
“  Aft,  for  and  towards  paying  and  cloathing  Two 

thoufand  Seven  hundred  effeftive  Men,”  (Ac. — 
It  was  underftood  here,  that  as  the  Power  of  dif- 
pofing  was  exprefly  to  be  with  the  Confent  and 
Approbation  of  the  Governor,  the  Commiffioners 
had  no  Power  to  difpofe  of  the  Money  without 
that  Approbation  :  But  their  Lordfhips,  jealous 
(as  their  Station  requires)  of  this  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  and  being  better  acquainted  with  the 
Force  and  Weaknefs  of  Law  Expreffion,  did  not 
think  the  Claufe  explicit  enough,  unlefs  the  Words 
and  not  otherwife  were  added,  or  lome  other  Words 
equivalent.  This  Particular  therefore  was  no  more 
than  another  Requifition  of  greater  Clearnefs  and 

Precilion, 
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Precifion,  and  by  no  Means  a  Foundation  for  the 
Charge  of  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft. 

The  fifth  Particular  was,  cc  That  Provincial 
“  Commiffioners  be  named,  to  hear  and  deter- 
“  mine  Appeals,  brought  on  the  Part  of  the  In- 
habitants  as  well  as  the  Proprietaries.5’ — There 
was  already  iubfifting  a  Provifion  for  the  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  County  Commiffioners  of  Appeal,  by 
whom  the  Aft  might  be,  and  aftually  has  been, 
as  we  fhall  prefently  ffiew,  juftly  and  impartially 
executed  with  regard  to  the  Proprietaries ;  but 
Provincial  Commiffioners  appointed  in  the  Aft  it 
was  thought  might  be  of  Ufe,  in  regulating  and 
equalizing  the  Modes  of  Affeffment  of  different 
Counties,  where  they  were  unequal ;  and,  by  af¬ 
fording  a  fecond  Appeal,  tend  more  to  the  Satifi 
faction  both  of  the  Proprietaries  and  the  People.— 
I  his  Particular  was  therefore  a  mere  propofed 
Improvement  of  the  Aft,  which  could  not  be, 
and  was  not,  in  this  Refpeft,  denominated  funda^ 
mentally  wrong  and  unjufi. 

We  have  now  gone  through  five  of  the  fix  pro- 
poled  Amendments,  without  difcovering  any  thing 
on  which  that  Cenfure  cOuld  be  founded ;  but  the 
lixth  remains,  which  points  at  a  Part  of  the  Aft 
wherein  we  muff  candidly  acknowledge  there  is 
fomething,  that,  in  their  Lordfhips  View  of  it, 
muff  juftify  their  Judgment:  The  Words  of  the 
fixth  Article  are,  u  T 'hat  the  Payments  by  the 
“  Tenants  to  the  Proprietaries  of  their  Rents 
“  fhall  be  according  to  the  Terms  of  their  re~ 
fpeftive  Grants,  as  if  fuch  Aft  had  never  been 
pafled.”--T-This  relates  to  that  Claufe  of  the  Aft 
by  which  the  Paper  Money  was  made  a  legal  Ten¬ 
der  in  u  Difcharge  of  all  manner  of  Debts,  Rents, 

“  Sum 
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«  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money  whatfoever,  &c.  at 
“  the  Rates  afcertained  in  the  Aft  of  Parliament 
“  made  in  the  fixth  of  Queen  Anne.’'-+-\:  rom  the 
great  Injuftice  frequently  done  to  Creditors,  and 
complained  of  from  the  Colonies,  by  the  vaft  De¬ 
preciation  of  Paper  Bills,  it  was  become  a  general 
fixed  Principle  with  the  Miniftry,  that  fuch  Bills, 
whofe  Value,  though  fixed  in  the  Aft,  could  not 
be  kept  fixed  by  the  Aft,  ought  not  to  be  made  a 
legal  Tender  in  any  Colony  at  thofe  Rates.  The 
Parliament  had  before  palled  an  Aft  to  take  that 
Tender  away  in  the  four  New- England  Colonies, 
and  have  fince  made  the  Aft  general.  This  was 
what  their  Lordlhips  would  therefore  have  pro- 
pofed  for  the  Amendment. — But  it  being  repre- 
iented,  That  the  chief  Support  of  the  Credit  of  the 
Bills  was  the  legal  Tender,  and  that  without  it 
they  would  become  of  no  Value,  it  was  allowed 
generally  to  remain ;  with  an  Exception  to  the 
Proprietaries  Rents,  where  there  was  a  fpecial 
Contraft  for  Payment  in  another  Coin. — It  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  this  was  doing  Juftice  to  the 
Proprietaries  •,  and  that,  had  the  Requifition  been 
in  favour  of  all  other  Creditors  alfo,  the  Juftice 
had  been  equal,  as  being  general.  We  do  not 
therefore  prefume  to  impeach  their  Lordlhips 
Judgment,  that  the  Aft,  as  it  enforced  the  Ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Bills  for  Money  at  a  Value  which 
they  had  only  nominally,  and  not  really,  was  in 
that  Refpeft  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft. — And 
yet  we  believe  the  Reader  will  not  think  the  At- 
fembly  fo  much  to  blame,  when  he  confiders,  that 
the  making  Paper  Bills  a  legal  Tender  had  been 
the  univerfal  Mode  in  America  for  more  than 
threefcore  Years.  That  there  was  fcarce  a  Colony 
that  had  not  praftifed  that  Mode  more  or  lefs. — 
That  it  had  always  been  thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  give  the  Bills  a  Credit,  and  there- 
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by  obtain  from  them  the  Ufes  of  Money.— That 
the  Inconveniences  were  therefore  Submitted  to, 

a  IQ.t‘le  !‘l':  ’  ^ie  §reater  Conveniencies. — That 
Arts  innumerable  of  the  like  Kind  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Crown.— And  that  if  the  Affembly 
made  the  Bills  a  legal  Tender  at  thofe  Rates  to  the 
l  roprietaries,  they  made  them  alfo  a  legal  Tender 
to  themfelves,  and  all  their  Conftituents,  many  of 
whom  might  fuffer  in  their  Rents,  &c.  as  much 
m  Proportion  to  their  Eftates  as  the  Proprietaries. 

^  he  cannot  on  thefe  Confiderations  quite  ex- 
cufe  the  ^  Affembly,  what  will  he  think  of  thofe 
honourable  Proprietaries,  who,  when  Paper  Money 
was  iffued  in  their  Colony,  for  the  common  De¬ 
fence  of  their  vaft  Eftates  *  with  thofe  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  wlxp  muft  therefore  reap  at  leaft  equal 
Advantages  from  thole  Bills  with  the  People, 
could  neverthelefs  wijh  to  be  exempted  from  their 
Shaie  of  the  unavoidable  Difadvantages.— Is  there 
upon  Earth  a  Man  beftdes,  with  any  Conception 
of  what  is  ho i left,  with  any  Notion  of  Honour, 
v/ith  the  leaft  Tinfture  in  his  Veins  of  the  Gentle¬ 
man,  but  would  have  blufhed  at  the  Thought; 
but  would  have  rejected  with  Difdain  fuch  undue 
Preference,  if  it  had  been  offered  him  ?— Much 
lefs  would  he  have  ftruggled  for  it,  moved  Hea¬ 
ven  and  Earth  to  obtain  it,  refolved  to  ruin  Thou- 
fands  of  his  Tenants  by  a  Repeal  of  the  Aft,  ra¬ 
ther  than  mifs  of  it*;  and  enforce  it  afterwards  by 
an  audacioufly  wicked  Inftruftion,  forbidding  Aids 

*  This  would  have  been  done,  and  die  Money  all  funk  in 
the  Hands  of  the  People,  if  the  Agents,  Benjamin  Franklin 
*md  Robert  Charles ,  had  not  interpofed,  and  voluntarily,  with¬ 
out  Authority  from  the  Affembly  fo  to  do,  but  at  their  own 
JRifque,  undertaken  that  thofe  Amendments  fhould  be  made, 
or  that  they  themfelves  would  indemnify  the  Proprietaries 
nom  any  Damages  they  might  fuflain  for  want  thereof.  An 
A clio n  which,  as  the  Prefacer  fays  in  another  Cafe,  “  Fg(!g- 
€‘  rity  perhaps  may  find  a  Name  ford* 
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to  his  King,  and  expofing  the  Province  to  Deftruc- 
lion,  urileis  it  was  complied  with.  And  yet,— 
Thefe  are  honourable  Men'*'. 

Here  then  we  have  had  a  full  View  of  the  Aft 
fembly’s  Injuftice*  about  which  there  has  been  fo 
much  infolent  Triumph  !  But  let  the  Proprietaries 
and  their  difcreet  Deputies  hereafter  recoiled  and 
remember,  that  the  fame  auguft  Tribunal  which 
tenfured  fome  of  the  Modes  and  Circumftances  of 
that  Adi  did  at  the  fame  time  eftablifh  and  con¬ 
firm  the  grand  Principle  of  the  Ad,  viz.  That  the 
Proprietary  Eftate  ought,  with  other  Eftates,  to 
be  taxed  : — And  thereby  did  in  Effed  determine 
and  pronounce,  that  the  Oppofition  fo  long  made 
in  various  Shapes  to  that  juft  Principle,  by  the 
Proprietaries*  was  fundamentally  wrong  and  un¬ 
just* — An  Inju  ftice  they  were  not,  like  the  Af- 
iembly,  under  any  Necefiity  of  committing  for 
the  publick  Good;  or  any  other  Necefiity  but 
what  was  impofed  on  them  by  thofe  bafe  PaiTions 
that  aft  the  Tyrant  in  bad  Minds,  their  Selfijhnefs , 
their  Pride ,  and  their  Avarice. 

I  have  frequently  mentioned  the  equitable  In¬ 
tentions  of  the  Houfe  in  thole  Parts  of  the  Aft 
that  were  fuppofed  obfcure,  and  how  they  were 
underftood  here.  A  clear  Proof  thereof  is  found, 
as  1  have  already  faid,  in  the  aftual  Execution  of 
the  Aft  •,  in  the  Execution  of  it  before  the  Con- 
teft  about  it  in  England ,  and  therefore  before  their 

*  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  from  what  Source  our  Proprietaries 
have  drawn  their  Principles.  Thofe  who  ifudy  Law  and  Juf- 
tice  as  a  Science,  have  eflabliihed  it  a  Maxim  in  Equity, 
i £#/  fe/itii  ccmmodum,  /entire  dchet  et  onus .  A  fid  fo  confident  is 
this  with  the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind,  that  even  our  lowed 
Untaught  Coblers  and  Porters  feel  the  Force  of  it  in  their  own 
Maxim  (which  they  are  honefi  enough  never  to  difpute)  Touch 
Pop,  touch  Penny. 

P  Lordflfips 
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Lord  (hips  Objections  to  it  had  a  Being.— When 
the  Repot  t  came  over,  and  was  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  one  Year’s  Tax  had  been  levied ;  and  the 
A  ffembly,  confcious  tnat  no  Inj  u  ft  ice  had  been 
intenued  to  the  Proprietaries,  and  willing  to  recti¬ 
fy  ^  fy  any  Da ou Id  appear,  appointed  a  Committee 
or  Members  from  the  feveral  Counties  to  examine 
into  the  State  of  the  Proprietaries  Taxes  through 
the  Province,  and  nominated  on  that  Committee 
a  Gentleman  of  known  Attachment  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  and  their  Chief  Juftice,  Mr.  Allen ,  to 
the  end  that  the  Itricleft  Enquiry  might  be  made 
— Their  Report  was  as  foliov/s  :  — 

v 

“  We  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into, 
*c  and  confider  the  State  of  the  Proprietary  Taxa- 
ct  ti011  through  the  feveral  Counties,  and  report 
“  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  have,  in  purfuance  of 
“  the  laid  Appointment,  carefully  examined  the 
“  Returns  of  Property,  and  compared  them  with 
cc  the  refpeCtive  Aife  Aments  thereon  made  through 
“  the  whole  Province  j  — and  find, 

“  Firft,  That  no  Part  of  the  unfurveyed  wafte 
“  Lands  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  have,  in 
“  any  Inftance,  been  included  in  the  Eftates 
“  taxed. 

u  Secondly,  That  fome  of  the  located  uncul- 
tc  tivated  Lands  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  in 
“  feveral  Counties  remain  unaffefled,  and  are  not 
“  in  any  County  affeiTed  higher  than  the  Lands 
“  under  like  Circumftances  belonging  to  the  In- 

habitants. 

cc  Thirdly,  That  all  Lands,  not  granted  by  the 
L<  Proprietaries,  within  Boroughs  and  Towns,  re- 
“  main  untaxed,  excepting  in  a  few  Infbmces, 

“  and 


cc 


and  in  thofe  they  are  rated  as  low  as  the  Lands 
c‘  which  are  granted  in  the  faid  Boroughs  and 
“  Towns. 


“  The  whole  of  the  Proprietary  %  l,  s.  d. 

«  Tax  of  Eighten  Pence  in  theC  566  4  10 
“  Pound,  amounts  to - -  J 


“  And  the  Sum  of  the  Tax  onl 
“  the  Inhabitants  for  the  fame  (  ^  J2 

“  Year  amounts,  through  the  fe- f  h  5 

“  veral  Counties,  to  -----  J 
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“  And  it  is  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee 
“  that  there  has  not  been  any  Injujlice  done  to  the 
«  Proprietaries,  or  Attempts  made  to  rate  or  afiefs 
“  any  Part  of  their  Eftates  higher  than  the  Eftates 
“  of  the  like  Kind  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants 
“  are  rated  and  a  Ached  •, — but  on  the  contrary, 
«  we  find  that  their  Eftates  are  rated,  in  many  ln- 
“  ftances,  below  others. 


“  Thomas  Leech ,  George  AJhbridge , 

“  J°feph  Fox,  Emanuel  Carpenter , 

“  Samuel  Rhoads ,  ‘John  Blackburn , 

“  Abraham  Chapman ,  William  Allen." 

I 

The  Houfe  communicated  this  Report  to  Go¬ 
vernor  Hamilton ,  when  he  afterwards  preffed  them 
to  make  the  ftipulated  Aft  of  Amendment  ac¬ 
quainting  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  in  tire  Exe¬ 
cution  of  the  A6t  no  Injuftice  had  hitherto  been 
done  to  the  Proprietary,  lb,  by  a  yearly  Infpec- 
tion  of  the  Afteflments,  they  would  take  can-  that 
none  fhould  be  done  him  •,  for  that  if  any  ihould 
appear,  or  the  Governor  could  at  any  d  ime  point 
out  to  them  any  that  had  been  done,  they  would 
immediately  rectify  it ;  and  therefore,  as  the  Adt 

D  2  was 
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7s  ^tly  to  expire,  they  did  not  think  the 
Amendments  necefiary. — Thus  that  Matter  ended 
cniring  that  Admimftration.— And  had  his  Suc- 
cenor.  Governor  Penn,  permitted  it  ftffl  to  deep 
we  are  of  Opinion  it  had  been  more  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  family,  and  of  his  own  Difcretion.— 
isut  he  was  pleafed  to  found  upon  it  a  Claim  ma- 
nifeftly  unjuft,  and  which  he  was  totally  deftitute 
of  Reafon  to  fupport.  A  Claim,  that  the  Proprie- 
tanes  heft  and  mojl  valuable  located  uncultivated 
Hands  mould  be  taxed  no  higher  than  the  worll  and 
leajt  valuable  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants  : 
io  enforce  which,  as  he  thought  the  Words  of 
one  of  the  Stipulations  feemed  to  give  fome  Coun¬ 
tenance  to  it,  he  infilled  on  tiling  thofe  very  Words 
as  facred,  from  which  he  could  “  neither  in  De¬ 
cency  or  in  Duty”  deviate,  though  he  had  agreed 
to  deviate  from  Words  of  the  fame  Report,  and 
therefore  equally  facred  in  every  other  Inftance. 
A  Conduct  which  will,  as  the  Prefacer  fays  in  Go.- 
vernor  LV;;,v/s  Cafe,  for  ever  difgrace  the  Annals 
of  his  Adminiftration  *. 

I  '  . 

Never  ciicl  any  Adminiftration  open  with  a  more 
frmifing  Profpech  _  He  affured  ‘the  People,  in 
his  fir  ft  Speeches,  oi  the  Proprietaries  paternal  R.e~ 
garci  for  them,  and  tneir  ilncere  Hi'politions  to  do 
every  thing  that  might  promote  their  Happinefs. 
As  the  Proprietaries  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  a 
Son  of  the  Family  to  the  Government,  it  was 
thought  not  unlikely  that  there  might  be  fome- 
thing  ^  in  thefe  Profeffions ;  for  that  they  would 
piobably  choofe  to  have  his  Adminiftration  made 
eaiy  and  agreeable,  and  to  that  end  might  think 
it  prudent  to  withdraw  thole  harih,  difagreeable, 

I  oi  a  fuller  Account  c-f  this  Difpute  the  Reader  is  re- 
IcTitci  to  the  News  .Papers,  and  Votes  of  Afiemblv* 

and 
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and  unjuft  Inftruftions  with  which  moft  of  his  Pte- 
decefiors  had  been  hampered :  The  Aflembly 
therefore  believed  fully,  and  rejoiced  fincerely.— - 
They  fhewed  the  new  Governor  every  Mark  of 
Refpeft  and  Regard  that  was  in  their  Power.  They 
readily  and  chearfully  went  into  every  thing  he  re¬ 
commended  to  them.  And  when  he  and  his  Au¬ 
thority  were  infulted  and  endangered  by  a  lawlefs 
murdering  Mob,  they  and  their  Friends  took 
Arms  at  his  Call,  and  formed  themfelves  round 
him  for  his  Defence,  and  the  Support  of  his  Go¬ 
vernment.— But  when  it  was  found  that  thofe  mif- 
chievous  Inftruftions  ftill  fubfifted,  and  were  even 
farther  extended  ;  when  the  Governor  began,  un¬ 
provoked,  to  fend  the  Houfe  affronting  Meflages, 
feizing  every  imaginary  Occafion  of  reflefting  on 
their  Condudt;  when  every  other  Symptom  ap¬ 
peared  of  fixt  deep-rooted  Family  Malice,  which 
could  but  a  little  while  bear  the  unnatural  Cover¬ 
ing  that  had  been  thrown  over  it,  what  Wonder  is 
it  if  all  the  old  Wounds  broke  out  and  bled  afrefli  y 
if  all  the  old  Grievances,  ftill  unredreffed,  were  re¬ 
collected  ;  if  Defpair  fucceeded  of  any  Peace  with 
a  Family,  that  could  make  fiich  Returns  to  all 
their  Overtures  of  Kindnefs  ! — And  when  in  the 
very  Proprietary  Council,  compofed  of  ftanch 
Friends  of  the  Family  ?  and  chofen  for  their  At¬ 
tachment  to  it,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  old 
Men  (i  Kings ,  Chap,  xii.)  withdrew  themfelves, 
finding  their  Opinion  flighted,  and  that  all  Mea- 
fures  were  taken  by  the  Advice  of  two  or  three 
young  Men  (one  of  whom  too  denies  his  Share  in 
them)  is  it  any  Wonder,  fince  like  Caufes  produce 
like  Effects,  if  the  Aflembly,  notwithftanding  all 
their  Veneration  for  the  firft  Proprietor,  fliould 
fay,  with  the  Children  of  Ifrael  under  tlxe  fanpeCir- 
cumftances,  What  Portion  have  zoe  in  David,  or 
Inheritance  in  the  Son  of  Jesse  l  Pa  your  Penis , 
O  Ifrael!  Under 
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Under  thefe  Circumftances,  and  a  Conviflion 
that  while  fo  many  natural  Sources  of  Difference 
fubfifted  between  Proprietaries  and  People,  no 
Harmony  in  Government  could  long  fubfift,  with¬ 
out  which  neither  the  Commands  of  the  Crown 
could  be  executed,  nor  the  publick  Good  pro¬ 
moted,  the  Houfe  refumed  the  Confideration  of  a 
Meafure  that  had  often  been  propofed  in  former 
Affemblies  ;  a  Meafure  that  every  Proprietary  Pro¬ 
vince  in  America  had,  from  the  fame  Caufes,  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  take,  and  had  aftually  taken 
or  were  about  to  take  *,  and  a  Meafure  that  had 
happily  fucceeded,  wherever  it  was  taken ;  I  mean 
the  Recourfe  to  an  immediate  Royal  Government. 

They  therefore,  after  a  thorough  Debate,  and 
making  no  lefs  than  twenty-five  unanimous  Re- 
iblves,  expreffing  the  many  Grievances  this  Pro¬ 
vince  had  long  laboured  under,  through  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Government,  came  to  the  following  Re- 
iolution,  viz . 

£C  Refolved,  Nemine  contradicente , 

-#  *  .jk  /  * 

cc  That  this  Houfe  will  adjourn,  in  order  to 
4£  confult  their  Conftituents  whether  an  humble 

Addrefs  fhould  be  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted  to 
cc  his  Majefly,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioudy 
“  pleafed  to  take  the  People  of  this  Province  un- 
“  der  his  immediate  Proteftion  and  Government, 
“  by  completing  the  Agreement  heretofore  made 
cc  with  the  firft  Proprietary  for  the  Sale  of  the 
“  Government  to  the  Crown,  or  otherwife  as  to 

“  his  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  fhall  feem  meet*. 55 

This 

*  Thefe  Words,  “  by  completing  the  Agreement”  &c. 
are  omitted  by  the  honed  Prefacer,  in  his  Account  of  the  Re- 
folve,  that  they  might  not  interfere  with  his  Infinuation  of  the 

Meafure’s 
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This  they  ordered  to  be  made  publick,  and  it 
was  publiflied  accordingly  in  all  the  News-Papers; 
the  Houfe  then  adjourned  for  no  lefs  than  feven 
Weeks,  to  give  their  Conftituents  Time  to  con- 
fider  the  Matter,  and  themielves  an  Opportunity 
of  taking  their  Opinion  and  Advice.  Could  any 
thing  be  more  deliberate,  more  fair  and  open,  or 
more  refpedtful  to  the  People  that  chofe  them  ? — 
During  this  Recefs,  the  People  in  many  Places 
held  little  Meetings  with  each  other,  the  Refult  of 
which  was,  that  they  would  rnanifeft  their  Senti¬ 
ments  to  their  Reprefentatives,  by  petitioning  the 
Crown  dire&ly  of  themfelves,  and  requefting  the 
Aifembly  to  tranfmit  and  fupport  thofe  Petitions. — 
At  the  next  Meeting  many  of  thefe  Petitions  were 
delivered  to  the  Houfe  with  that  Requeft ;  they 
were  figned  by  a  very  great  *  Number  of  the  moil 

fubftantial 

Meafure’s  being  impracticable,  “  Have  the  Proprietors,  by 
“  any  A£t  of  theirs,  forfeited  the  lead  Tittle  of  what  was 
“  granted  them  by  his  Majelty's  Royal  Anceilors  ?  Or  can 
“  they  be  deprived  of  their  Charter  Rights  without  their  Con- 
“  fern?'1  Cfc.  Senfible  that  thefe  Queftions  are  impertinent, 
if  thofe  Rights  are  already  fold. 

*  The  Prefacer,  with  great  Art,  endeavours  to  reprefent 
this  Number  as  infignihcant.  — He  fays  the  Petitioners  were 
but  3500,  and  that  the  Province  contains  near  THREE 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  SOULS  !  His  Reader  is  to 
imagine  that  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-SIX 
THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  of  them  were  applied 
to,  and  refufed  to  fign  it. — The  Truth  is,  that  his  Number  of 
Souls  is  vaftly  exaggerated.  The  Dwelling-houfes  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  in  1752  did  not  exceed  20,000.  Political  Arithmeti¬ 
cians  reckon  generally  but  5  Souls  to  a  Houfe,  cne  Houfe 
with  another  :  and  therefore,  allowing  for  Houfes  iince  built, 
there  are  not  probably  more  than  an  Hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand  Souls  in  the  Province  :  That  of  thefe  fcarce  Twenty-two 
thoufand  could  with  any  Propriety  be  Petitioners. — And  con- 
fidering  the  Scattered  Settlement  of  the  Province,  the  general 
Inattention  of  Mankind,  efpecially  in  new  Countries,  to  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  and  the  indefatigable  Pains  taken  by  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  new  Allies  the  Prejbyterian  Clergy  of  Philadelphia, 

who 
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_  i  ,  3-HtS)  and  not  the  leaf!  Intima- 
ti6n  was  received  by  the  Affembly  from  any  other 
of  their  Conftituents  that  the  Method  was  difdp- 
^*110  /cd,  ^  except  in  a  Petition  from  an  obicure 
I  ownfhip  in  Lancajler  County,  to  v/hich  there 
wete  about  forty  Names  indeed,  but  all  evidently 
figned  by  three  Hands  only.— What  could  the 
Affembly  infer  from  the  expreffed  Willingnefs  of  a 
Part,  and  Silence  of  the  reft,  but  that  the  Mea- 
lui  e  was  univerfally  agreeable  ?  They  accordingly 
refumed  the  Confideration  of  it ;  and  though  a 
mad,  veiy  fmall  Oppofition  then  appeared  to  it 
in  the  Houfe,  yet  as  even  tliat  was  founded  not 
on  the  Impropriety  of  the  Thing,  but  on  the  fup- 
pofed  Unluitablenefs  of  the  Time,  or  the  Manner, 
and  a  Majority  of  Nine  Tenths  being  ftill  for  ip 
a  Petition  was  drawn  agreeable  to  the  former  Re- 

folve,  and  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

But  the  Prefacer  tells  us,  that  thefe  Petitioners 
Joi  a  Change  were  a  “  Number  of  rajh ,  ignorant , 
“  and  inconft derate  People,”  and  generally  of  a  l com 
Rank.  To  be  lure  they  were  not  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Officers,  Dependants,  or  Expectants,  and 
thole  are  chiefly  the  People  of  high  Rank  among 
us  ;• — but  they  were  otherwife  generally  Men  of 
the  beft  Eftates  in  the  Province,  and  Men  of  Re¬ 
putation.  The  Affembly,  who  come  from  all 

I 

who  wrote  circular  Letters  to  every  Congregation  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty,  to  deter  them  from  petitioning,  by  dutiful  Intimations,  that 
if  we  were  reduced  to  a  Royal  Government,  it  would  be  the 
Ruin  of  the  Province,1  it  is  a  Wonder  the  Number  (near  a 
fixth  Part)  was  fo  great  as  it  was.  But  if  there  had  been  no 
fuch  Petitions,  it  would  not  have  been  material  to  the  Point. 
The  Affembly  went  upon  another  Foundation.  They  had 
adjourned  to  confult  their  Conilituents  ; — they  returned  fatif- 
fied  that  the  Meafurewas  agreeable  to  them,  and  nothing  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  contrary. 

Parts 
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Parts  of  the  Country,  and  therefore  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  know  them  at  leaft  as  well  as  the  Pre¬ 
facer,  have  given  that  Teftimony  of  them.  But 
what  is  the  Teftimony  of  the  Aftembly,  who  in 
his  Opinion  are  equally  rajh ,  ignorant ,  and  incon¬ 
siderate  with  the  Petitioners  ?— And  if  his  Judg¬ 
ment  is  right,  how  imprudently  and  contrary  to  their 
Charter  have  his  Three  hundred  thousand 
Souls  adted  in  their  Elections  of  Aftembly-men 
thefe  twenty  Years  paft  ;  for  the  Charter  requires 
them  to  choofe  Men  of  moji  Note  for  Virtue ,  Wij- 
dom ,  and  Ability  ! 


But  thefe  are  Qualities  engrafted  it  feems  by 
the  Proprietary  Party.— For  they  fay,  “  the  wiser 
u  and  better  Part  of  the  Province  had  far  dif- 
ferent  Notions  of  this  Meafure.  They  conjidered 
that  the  Moment  they  put  their  Hands  to  thefe 
<c  Petitions  they  might  be  furrendering  up  their 
“  Birthright.35  — I  felicitate  them  on  the  Honour 
they  have  thus  bellowed  upon  themfelves,  on  the 
fincere  Compliments  thus  given  and  accepted,  and 
on  their  having  with  fuch  noble  Freedom  difcarded 
the  fnivelling  Pretence  to  Modefty,  couched  in 
that  thread-bare  Form  of  Words,  Though  we  fay 
it  that  Jhould  not  fay  it .  But  is  it  not  furprifmg 
that,  during  the  feven  Weeks  Recefs  of  the  Af- 
lembly,  exprefly  to  confult  their  Conftituents  on 
the  Expediency  of  this  Meafure,  and  during  the 
fourteen  Days  the  IToufe  fat  deliberating  on  it  af¬ 
ter  they  met  again,  thefe  their  Wifdoms  and  Better - 
nejfes  fhould  never  be  fo  kind  as  to  communicate 
the  leaft  Scrap  of  their  Prudence ,  their  Knowledge , 
or  their  Confederation ,  to  their  rajh ,  ignorant ,  and 
inconfederate  Reprefentatives  ?  —  Wifdom  in  the 
Mind  is  not  like  Money  in  the  Purfe,  diminifhed 
by  Communication  to  others.  Tliey  might  have 
lighted  up  our.  farthing  Candles  for  us,  without 

E  leflening 
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leffemng^  the  Blaze  of  their  own  Flambeaux.— But 
they  buffered  our  Reprefentatives  to  go  on  in  the 
JJark  till  the  fatal  Deed  was  done,  and  the  Peti¬ 
tion  fent  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  take  the 
Government  of  this  Province  into  his  imme¬ 
diate  Care ;  whereby,  if  it  lucceeds,  “  our  glori¬ 
ous  Plan  of  publick  Liberty  and  Charter  of  Pri¬ 
vileges  is  to  be  bartered  away,”  and  we  are  to 

be  made  Slaves  for  ever  !- - -Cruel  Parfimony ! 

to  refufe  the  Chai*ity  of  a  little  Under  fundings— 
when  God  had  given  you  fo  much,— and  the  Af- 
lembly  begged  it  as  an  Alms  !_ O  that  you  had 
but  for  once  remembered  and  obferved  the  Coun- 
fel  of  that  wife  Poet  Pope ,  where  he  fays. 

Be  Niggards  of  Advice  on  no  Pretence ; 
cc  For  the  worji  Avarice  is  that  of  Senfe.” 

In  tne  Conftitution  of  our  Government,  and  in 
ihat  of  one  more,  there  ftill  remains  a  particular 
I  hing  that  none  of  the  other  American  Govern¬ 
ments  have,  to  wit,  the  Appointment  of  a  Go¬ 
vernor  by  the  Proprietors,  inftead  of  an  Appoint¬ 
ment  by  the  Crown.  This  Particular  in  Govern¬ 
ment  has  oeen  found  inconvenient,  attended  with 
Contentions  and  Confufions  where-ever  it  exifted, 
and  has  therefore  been  gradually  taken  away  from 
Colony  .  after  Colony,  and  every  where  greatly  to 
the  Satisfaction  and  Happinefs  of  the  People. 
Our  wife  hrft  Proprietor  and  Founder  was  fully 
fenfible  of  this,  and  being  defirous  of  leaving  his 
People  happy,  and  preventing  the  Mifchiefs  that 
he  forefaw  muff  in  time  arife  from  that  Cir- 
cum fiance  if  it  was  continued,  he  determined  to 
take  it  away,  if  poffible,  during  his  own  Life¬ 
time.  They  accordingly  entered  into  a  Contract 
for  the  Sale  of  the  Proprietary  Right  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  Crown,  and  actually  received  a  Sum 
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in  Part  of  the  Confideration. — As  he  found  him-’ 
felf  likely  to  die  before  that  Contract  (and  with 
it  his  Plan  for  the  iTappinefs  of  his  People)  could 
be  completed,  he  carefully  made  it  a  Part  of  his 
laft  Will  and  Teftament,  devifing  the  Right  of  the 
Government  to  two  noble  Lords,  in  rl  ruft  that 
they  fhould  releafe  it  to  the  Crown.  Unfortunately 
for  us,  this  has  never  yet  been  done.  And  this  is 
merely  what  the  Affembly  now  defire  to  have  done. 

_ _ Surely  he  that  formed  our  Conftitution  mult 

have  underftood  it.— If  he  had  imagined  that  all 
our  Privileges  depended  on  the  Proprietary  Govern¬ 
ment,  will  any  one  fuppofe  that  he  would  himfelf 
have  meditated  the  Change  •,  that  he  would  have 
taken  fuch  effectual  Meafures  as  he  thought  them 
to  bring  it  about  fpeedily,  whether  he  fhould  live 
or  die  ? — Will  any  of  thofe  who  now  extol  him  fo 
highly  charge  him  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Bafe- 
nefs  of  endeavouring  thus  to  defraud  his  People 
of  all  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  he  had  promifed 
them,  and  by  the  molt  folemn  Charters  and  Grants 
affured  to  them,  when  he  engaged  them  to  affift 
him  in  the  Settlement  of  his  Province?  Surely 
none  can  be  fo  inconfiftent !  And  yet  this  Proprie¬ 
tary  Right  of  Governing  or  appointing  a  Go¬ 
vernor  has  all  ot  a  fudden  changed  its  Nature ; 
and  the  Prefervation  of  it  become  of  fo  much  Im¬ 
portance  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Province,  that  the 
Affembly’s  only  petitioning  to  have  their  venera¬ 
ble  Founder’s  Will  executed,  and  the  Contract  he 
entered  into  for  the  Good  of  his  People  com¬ 
pleted,  is  ftiled  an  “  Attempt  to  violate  the  Con- 
“  ftitution  for  which  our  Fathers  planted  a  Wil- 
dernefs ;  to  barter  away  our  glorious  Plan  of 
u  publick  Liberty  and  Charter  Privileges  •,  a 
“  rifquing  of  the  whole  Conftitution  ;  an  offering 
“  up  our° whole  Charter  Rights  -,_a  wanton  fporting 

«  with  Things  facred,”  C? c. 
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iy  Years  ending  our’iJnftiraSii.'ScU^.™'^ 

Svi;n$  c2Ci  ™de  rra!)'  .“f*  » 

*  v"  ^omutution.  i  hey  who  have  fr^t-pH 

and  A  iPT  '"S  P,;ivilcges  «  fo  ™ny  Illegalities 
prim  ’  '  ‘l)'Cs  1  ,w‘10  g;e  idlemnly  declared  in 

If  “  the  lrfncy  of  a  Colony**  Sco  SeP  £ 

Setriement,  they  became  in  its 

,  te’  ‘',hd  Mght  to  be  taken  away;-- They  who 

K“,  FaM°tdS  Pr°PaSated  ™h  infinite 

p-oa  ‘e  an  S  SUlfr  Country*  attempted  to 
P  c  an  Ao;  0i  Parliament  for  the  actual  de¬ 
priving  a  very  great  Part  of  the  People  of  their 
-Priwtieges  1  he y  too  who  have  already  deprived 
die  whole  People  of  feme  of  their  moft'imporunt 

of  fhScftt  7  a;!}Ven,deaV0unng t0  depnve  them 

uameit  1  Are  theie  become  Patriots  and  Advo- 
tor  ourConftitution  ?— Wonderful  Change  » 

/ticomfhing  Convention  - —Will  the  Wolves 

■  nen  pioted  the  Sheep,  if  they  can  but  perfuade 
J~lCtP.  to  &’ve  HP  their  Dogs  ? — Yes  — The  Af 
ffUft  *f"7  f,**  own  Rights,  end 

tao‘c,  or  the  People,  and  the  Proprietary  Partizans 
are  become  the  Champions  for  Liberty  !-_Let 
?  ll0.,e  v:'no  ria ve  Faith  pow  make  ufe  of  it  -  For  if 
•5  is  rightly  defined,  the  Evidence  of  Things  not 
A  rtA  iamly  never  was  there  more  Occafion  for 

all  other1-— 1Ce>  ^  Cale  beinS  totally  deftitute  of 

,  i  f£  bas  7"  IonS  obferved,  that  Men  are  with 
..mu  x  arty  Angels  or  Demons,  juft  as  they  happen 
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to  concur  with  or  oppofe  their  Meafures.  And 
I  mention  it  for  the  Comfort  of  old  Sinners,  that 
in  Politicks,  as  well  as  in  Religion,  Repentance 
and  Amendment,  though  late,  fhall  obtain  For- 
givenefs,  and  procure  Favour.-—’ Witnefs  the  late 
Speaker,  Mr.  Norris ,  a  fteady  and  conftant  Op- 
pofer  of  all  the  Proprietary  Encroachments,  and 
whom,  for  thirty  Years  paft,  they  have  been  there¬ 
fore  continually  abufing,  allowing  him  no  one 
Virtue  or  good  Quality  whatfoever but  now,  as 
he  fhewed  fome  Unwillingnefs  to  engage  in  this 
prefent  Application  to  the  Crown,  he  is  become 
all  at  once  the  faithful  Servant—* but  let  me  look 
at  the  Text,  to  avoid  Miftakes — and  indeed  I  was 
miftaken. — I  thought  it  had  been  faithful  Servant 
of  the  Publick  ;  but  I  find  it  is  only— of  the  Houfe . 
\V  ell  chofen,  that  Expreffion,  and  prudently 
guarded.— The  former,  from  a  Proprietary  Pen, 
would  have  been  Praife  too  much,  only  for  disap¬ 
proving  the  Time  of  the  Application.— Could  you, 
much  refpe&ed  Sir,  go  but  a  little  farther,  and 
difapprove  the  Application  itfelf ;  could  you  but 
lay  the  Proprietary  Government  is  a  good  one, 
and  ought  to  be  continued ;  then  might  all  your 
political  Offences  be  done  away,  and  your  fcarlet 
Sins  become  as  Snow  and  Wool ;  then  might  you 
end  your  Coyrfe  with  (Proprietary)  Honour. 

Should  preach  your  funeral  Sermon,  and  S— ,  the 
Poifuner  of  other  Characters,  embalm  your  Me¬ 
mory.— But  thofe  Honours  you  will  never  receive ; 
for  with  returning  Health  and  Strength,  you  will 
be  found  in  your  old  Poft,  firm  for  your  Coun¬ 
try. 

There  is  Encouragement  too  for  young  Sinners.’ ' 
Mr.  Dickenfon ,  whofe  Speech  our  Prefacer  has  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  World,  though  long  hated  by 
topic,  and  disregarded  by  the  reft  of  the  Proprie¬ 
tary 
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S“n’.  j»  g r°n  uC’  for  the  fame  Reafon  as 

in  Mr.  Norris  s  Cafe,  become  a  Sage  in  the  Law, 

and  an  Orac*  in  Matters  relating  to  our  Conftitu- 

tion.  I  Oiall  not  endeavour  to  pluck  fo  much  as 

1  ™  /r0n?  thfe  the  y°ung  Gentleman’s  Laurels. 
1  would  only  advife  him  carefully  to  preferve  the 
Panegyricks  with  which  they  have  adorned  him  • 
In  time  they  may  ferve  to  confole  him,  by  ba¬ 
lancing  the  Calumny  they  fhall  load  him  with 

1C  d  t?  n°,t  S°  through  with  them  in  all  their 
Mealures :  He  will  not  probably  do  the  one,  and  they 

will  then  affuredlydo  the  other.—1 There  are  Mouths 
that  can  blow  hot  as  well  as  cold,  and  blaft  on 
your  Brows  the  Bays  their  Hands  have  placed 

E.xPerl°  crede  Roberto.  Let  but  the  Moon 
ot  Proprietary  Favour  withdraw  its  Shine  for  a 
Moment,  and  that  «  great  Number  of  the  fraud 
“  pal  Gentlemen  of  Philadelphia ,”  who  applied  to 
you  for  the  Copy  Of  your  Speech,  fhall  imme¬ 
diately  deipife  and  defert  you _ 


Thole  principal  Gentlemen !  What  a  Pity  it  is 
that  their  Names  were  not  given  us  in  the  Preface 
together  with  their  admirable  Letter!  We  Ihould 
then  have  known  where  to  run  for  Advice  on  all 
Occafions.  We  Ihould  have  known  who  to  choofe 
for  our  future  Reprefentatives.  For  undoubtedly 
thele  were  they  that  are  elfewhere  called  “  the 
wiser  and  better  Part  of  the  Province.5* 
None  but  Wijdoms  could  have  known  beforehand 
that  a  Speech  which  they  never  heard,  and  a 
Copy  of  which  they  had  never  feen,  but  were 
then  requefting  to  fee,  was  “  a  fpirited  Defence” 
amPc  of  our  Charter  Privileges and  that  “  the 
Publication  of  it  would  be  of  great  Utility,  and 
give  general  oatisfacJdionfCr-No  inferior  Saga¬ 
city  could  difeover,  that  the  Appointment  of  a 
Governor  by  the  Proprietor  was  one  of  our  u  Char- 
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‘u  ter  Privileges  ;’5  and  that  thole  who  oppofed 
the  Application  for  a  Royal  Government  were 
therefore  Patriot  Members  appearing  on  the  Side 
of  our  Privileges  and  our  Charter  ! 

Utterly  to  confound  the  Afiembly,  and  ftiew 
the  Excellence  of  Proprietary  Government,  the 
Prefacer  has  extrafted  from  their  own  Votes  the 
Praifes  they  have  from  time  to  time  bellowed  on 
the  firft  Proprietor,  in  their  Addrefles  to  his  Sons. 
And  though  Addrefles  are  not  generally  the  belt 
Repofitories  of  hiftorical  Truth,  we  mult  not  in 
this  Inftance  deny  their  Authority. 

What  then  avails  it  to  the  Honour  of  the  pre- 
fent  Proprietors  that  our  Founder,  and  their  Fa¬ 
ther,  gave  us  Privileges,  if  they,  the  Sons,  will 
not  permit  the  Ufe  of  them,  or  forcibly  rend  them 
from  us  ? — David  may  have  been  a  Man  after 
God’s  own  Heart,  and  Solomon  the  wifeft  of  Pro¬ 
prietors  and  Governors  j  but  if  Rehoboam  will  be 

a  Tyrant  and  a - ,  who  can  fecure  him  the 

Affeftions  of  the  People  ! — The  Virtue  and  Me¬ 
rit  of  his  Anceftors  may  be  very  great ;  but  his 
Prefumption  in  depending  upon  thofe  alone  may 
be  much  greater. — 

I  lamented,  a  few  Pages  ago,  that  we  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  Names  of  thofe  'principal  Gen¬ 
tlemen  the  wifer  and  better  Part  of  the  Province. 
I  now  rejoice  that  we  are  likely  fome  time  or 
or  other  to  know  them  ;  for  a  Copy  of  a  Petition 
to  the  King  is  now  before  me,  which  from  its. 
Similarity  with  their  Letter,  mult  be  of  their  in¬ 
diting,  and  will  probably  be  recommended  to  the 
People,  by  their  leading  up  the  Signing. 
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On  this  Petition  I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  of 
making  a  few  Remarks,  as  they  will  fave  me  the 
NeceOity  of  following  farther  the  Preface  the 

Sentiments  of  this  and  that  being  nearly  the 
fame.  ^ 

It .  begins  .  with  a  rormal  Quotation  from  the 
Petition,  which  they  own  they  have  not  feen 
and  of  Words  that  are  not  in  it,  and  after  re¬ 
lating  vciy  imperfeftly  and  unfairly  the  Fa6t  re¬ 
lating  to  their  Application  for  a  Copy  of  it,  which 
is  of  no  Importance,  proceeds  to  let  forth,  “  That 
As  we  and  ail  your  American  Subjects  mull 
“  be  governed  by  Perfons  authorized"  and  ap- 
“  Proved  by  your  Majefty,  on  the  bell  Recom- 
mendation  tnat  can  be  obtained  of  them,  we 
“  cannot  perceive  our  Condition  in  this  Refpeft 
to  be  ditje?  ent  from  our  Fellow-Subjefts  around 
us,  or  that  we  are  thereby  lefs  under  your  Ma- 
je%’s  particular  Care  and  Protedfcion  than  they 
cc  are,  finee  there  can  be  no  Governors  of  this 
“  Province  without  your  Majefty’s  immediate  Ap- 
“  probation  and  Authority.”— Such  a  Declaration 
from  the  vcij'ei/  I  ait  On  tlie  itrovince  is  really  a 
little  furprizing.  What  !  when  Difputes  concern¬ 
ing  Matters  of  Property  are  daily  ariftng  between 
you  and  your  Proprietaries,  cannot  yourWildoms 
perceive  tne  leapt  Difference  between  having  the 
Judges  of  thofe  Difputes  appointed  by  a  Royal 
Governor,  who  has  no  Intereft  in  the  Caufe,  and 
having  them  appointed  by  the  Proprietaries  therm 
felves,  the  principal  Parties  agamft  you,  and  during 
their  Pie afure  too?  When  Supplies  are  neceffary 
to  be  railed  ior  your  Defence,  can  you  perceive 
no  Difference  between  having  a  Royal  Governor, 
free  to  promote  his  Majefty’s  Service  by  a  ready 
Aficnt  to  your  Laws,  and  a  Proprietary  Governor, 
(hackled  by  Inftruftions,  forbidding  him  to  give 

that 
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that  Aflent  unlefs  fome  private  Advantage  is  ob-' 
tained,  fome  Profit  got,  or  unequal  Exemption 
gained  for  their  Eftate,  or  fome  Privilege  wrefted 
Irom  you  ?  When  Prerogative,  that  in  other  Go¬ 
vernments  is  only  ufed  for  the  Good  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  is  here  ftrained  to  the  extreme,  and  ufed  to 
their  Prejudice,  and  the  Proprietaries  Benefit,  can 
you  perceive  no  Difference  ?  When  the  diredt  and 
immediate  Rays  of  Majefty  benignly  and  mildly 
llune  on  all  around  us,  but  are  tranfmitted  and 
thrown  upon  us  through  the  Burning-glafs  of  Pro¬ 
prietary  Government,  can  your  Senfibilities  feel 
no  Difference  ?*— Sheltered  perhaps  in  Proprietary 
Offices,  or  benumbed  with  Expectations,  it  may 
be  you  cannot. — But  furely  you  might  have  known 
better  than  to  tell  his  Majefty,  “  that  there  can  be 
no  Governors  of  .this  Province  without  his  im~ 

“  mediate  Approbation.55 - Don’t  you  know,  who 

know  fo  much,  that  by  our  bleffed  Conftitution 
the  Proprietors  themfelves,  whenever  they  pleafe, 

may  govern  us  in  Perfon,  without  fuch  Appro¬ 
bation  ? 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  tell  his  Majefty, 
That  tne  particular  Mode  of  Government 
“  which  we  enjoy  under  your  Majefty — is  held  in 
u  higheft  Eftimation  by  good'  Men  of  all  De- 
nominations  among  us,  and  hath  brought  Mul¬ 
titudes  of  induftrious  People  from  various  Parts 
“  of  the  World,”  6? c. — Really  !  Can  this  be  from 
iioprietary  Partizans  ?  That  Conftitution  which 
they  were  for  ever  cenfuring,  as  defedtive  in  a  Le- 
giftative  Council,  defedtive  in  Government  Powers, 
too  popular  in  many  of  its  Modes,  is  it  now  be¬ 
come  fo  excellent  ? -^-Perhaps  as  they  have  been 
tinkering  it  theie  twenty  Years,  till  they  have 
.stripped  it  of  fome  of  its  moft  valuable  Privileges, 
and  aknoft  fpoiled  it,  they  now  begin  to  like"  it, 

F  But 
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But  then  it  is  not  furely  this  prefent  Conftitution 
that  brought  hither  thofe  Multitudes.  They  came 
before.- — At  leaft  it  was  not  that  Particular  in  our 
Conftitution,  the  Proprietary  Power  of  appointing 
a  Governor,  which  attracted  them  •,  that  fingle  * 
Particular  which  alone  is  now  in  cueftion,  which 
our  venerable  Founder  firft,  and  now  the  Affem- 
bly,  are  endeavouring  to  change.  As  to  the  re¬ 
maining  valuable  Part  of  our  Conftitution,  the 
Afiembly  have  been  equally  full  and  ftrong  in 
exprefling  their  Regard  for  it,  and  perhaps  ftronger 
and  fuller  for  their  Petition  in  that  refpedt  is  in 
the  Nature  of  a  Petition  of  Right  \  it  lays  Claim, 
though  modeftly  and  humbly,  to  thofe  Privileges 
on  the  Foundation  of  Royal  Grants,  on  Laws  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Crown,  and  on  JnJlicc  and  Equity , 
as  the  Grants  were  the  Confederation  offered  to 
induce  them  to  fettle,  and  which  they  have  in  a 
Manner  purchafed  and  paid  for,  by  executing  that 
Settlement  without  putting  the  Crown  to  any  Ex¬ 
pence. 

Whoever  would  know  what  our  Conftitution 
was  when  it  was  fo  much  admired,  let  him  perufe 
that  elegant  farewel  Speech  ot  Mr.  Hamilton , 
Father  of  our  late  *  Governor,  when,  as  Speaker, 
he  took  his  Leave  of  the  Home,  and  of  public!: 
Bufmefs,  in  1739— and  then  let  him  compare  that 
Conftitution  with  the  Prefent.  The  Power  ot  ap¬ 
pointing  publick  Officers  by  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  People,  which  he  fo  much  extols,  where 
is  it  now  ?  Even  the  hare  naming  to  the  Governor 
in  a  Bill,  a  trivial  Officer  to  receive  a  Light-houfe 
Duty,  which  could  be  confidered  as  no  more  than 
a  mere  Recommendation,- is,  in  a  late  Meflfage, 
ftiled,  tc  An  Encroachment  on  the  Prerogative 
<<  of  the  Crown!3’  The  foie  Power  of  raifing  and 
difpofmg  of  publick  Money,,  which  he  lays  was 

then 
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then  lodged  in  the  Affembly,  that  inefhmable 
Privilege,  what  is  become  of  it  ?  Inch  by  Inch  they 
have  been  wrefted  from  us  in  I  imes  o i  publick 
Diftrefs,  and  the  reft  are  going  the  fame  way.— 

I  remember  to  have  feen,  when  Governor  Hamil¬ 
ton  was  engaged  in  a  Difpute  with  the  Aflemoly 
on  fome  of  thofe  Points,  a  Copy  of  that  Speech, 
which  then  was  intended  to  be  reprinted,  with  a 
Dedication  to  that  honourable  Gentleman,  and 
this  Motto  from  John  Rogers' s  Yerfes  in  the 
Primer. 

We  fend  you  here  a  little  Book , 

Bor  you  to  lock  upon  j 
Bd hat  you  may  fee  your  Father' s  Face, 

Now  he  is  dead  and  gone . 

r  I  ( 

Many  a  fuch  little  Book  has  been  Tent  by  our 
Affemblies  to  the  prefent  Proprietaries. — But  they 
do  not  like  to  fee  their  Father's  Face  •,  it  puts  their 
own  cut  of  Countenance . 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  fay,  cc  That  fuch  Dif- 
cc  agreements  as  have  arifen  in  this  Province  we 
“  have  beheld  with  Sorrow  *,  but  as  other  around 
“  us  are  not  exempted  from  the  like  Misfortunes, 
“  we  can  by  no  Means  conceive  them  incident  to  the 
“  Nature  of  cur  Government ,  which  hath  often 
“  been  adminiftred  with  remarkable  Harmony  : 
“  And  your  Majefty,  before  whom  our  late  DM 
“  putes  have  been  laid,  can  be  at  no  Lofs,  in 
your  great  Wifdom,  to  difcover  whether  they 
4C  proceed  from  the  above  Caufe,  or  ftiould  be 
«  afcribed  to  fome  others.5’  The  Difagreemcnts. 
in  queftion  are  Proprietary  Difagreements  in  Go¬ 
vernment,  relating  to  Proprietary  private  Interefts. 

_ _ And  are  not  the  Royal  Governments  around  us 

exempt  from  thefe  Misfortunes  ?  Can  you  really, 
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Gentlemen,  by  no  Means  conceive ,  that  Proprietary 
Government  Difagreements  are  incident  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Proprietary  Governments  ?  Can  they  in 
Mature  be  incident  to  any  other  Governments  ?  If 
your  Wifdoms  are  fo  hard  to  conceive,  I  am  afra:d 
they  will  never  bring  forth.-But  then  our  Go¬ 
vernment  “  hath  often  been  adminiftred  with  re- 
,  *paijvatue  harmony.”  Very  true  ;  as  often  as  the 
A  ‘-tnbiy  have  been  able  and  willing  to  purchafe 
tiiat  Harmony,  and  pay  for  it,  the  Mode  of  which 
has  already  been  Ihewn.  And  yet  that  Word  of¬ 
ten  feems  a  little  unluckily  chofen  :  The  Flame 
that  is  often  put  out,  muft  be  as  often  lit.— If  our 
Go.unmeiu  hath  often  been  adminillred  with  re- 
markabie  Haimony,  it  hath  as  often  been  admi- 
mftied  with  remarkable  Luicord.  One  often  is  as 
numerous  as  the  other. — And  his  Majelty,  if  he 
ihoiuci  take  the  i  rouble  of  looking  over  our  Dif- 
putes  (to  which  the  Petitioners,  to  fave  them- 
felves  a  little  Pains,  modeftly  and  decently  refer 
him)  where  will  he,  for  twenty  Years  paft,  find 
any  but  Proprietary  Dilputes  concerning  Proprie¬ 
tary  Interefts,  or  Bifputes  that  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  and  arofe  from  them  ? 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  allure  his  Majefty, 

“  That  this  Province  (except  from  the  Indian  Ra- 
“  yages)  enjoys  the  moft  perfebi  internal  Tranquil- 
“  lity  /  ” — Amazing  !— What ! — the  moft  perfeM 
'Tranquillity!  when  there  have  been  three  atrocious 
Riots  within  a  lew  Months  ! — When  in  two  of 
them  horrid  Murders  were  committed  on  twenty 
innocent  Perfons,  and  in  the  third  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  forty  like  Murders  were  medi¬ 
tated,  and  declared  to  be  intended,  with  as  many 
more  as  lhould  be  occafioned  by  any  Oppofition  i — 
When  we  know  that  thele  Rioters  and  Murderers 
have  none  oi  them  been  punifhed,  have  never  been 
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profecuted,  have  not  ever  been  apprehended ! 
when  we  are  frequently  told,  that  they  intend  ftill 
to  execute  their  Purpofes  as  foon  as  the  Proteftion 
of  the  King’s  Forces  is  withdrawn  ! — Is  our  Tran- 
quillity  more  perfect  now  than  it  was  between  the 
firfl  Riot  and  the  fecond,  or  between  the  fecond 
and  the  third  ? — And  why,  “  except  the  Indian  Ra- 
“  vages”  if  a  little  Intermiffion  is  to  be  deno¬ 
minated  “  the  moll  perfedl  Tranquillity  For  the 
Indians  too  have  been  quiet  lately.  Almofl  as 
well  might  Ships  in  an  Engagement  talk  of  the 
moft  perfedt  Tranquillity  between  two  Broadfides. 
—  But  u  a  Spirit  of  Riot  and  Violence  is  foreign 
“  to  the  general  Temper  of  the  Inhabitants.”— ■ 
I  hope  and  believe  it  is  •, — the  Aflembly  have  faid 
nothing  to  the  contrary. — And  yet  is  there  not  too 
jnuch  of  it  ? — Are  there  not  Pamphlets  continually 
written,  and  daily  fold  in  our  Streets,  tojuftify 
and  encourage  it  ? — Are  not  the  mad  armed  Mob 
in  thofe  Writings  inftigated  to  embrue  their  Hands 
in  the  Blood  of  their  Fellow-Citizens  •, — by  firfl: 
applauding  their  Murder  of  the  Indians ,  and  then 
reprefenting  the  Aflembly  and  their  Friends  as 
worfe  than  Indians ,  as  having  privately  ftirred  up 
the  Indians  to  murder  the  white  People,  and  armed 
and  rewarded  them  for  that  Purpofe?  —  Lies, 
Gentlemen,  villainous  as  ever  the  Malice  of  Hell 
invented ;  and  which,  to  do  you  Juftice,  not  one 
of  you  believes,  though  you  would  have  the  Mob 
believe  them. 

But  your  Petition  proceeds  to  fay,  “  That 
“  where  fuch  Difturbances  have  happened,  they 
“  have  been  ipeedily  quieted.” — By  whom  were 
they  quieted  ? — The  two  firfl:,  if  they  can  be  faid 
to  be  quieted,  were  quieted  only  by  the  Rioters 
themfelves  going  home  quietly  (that  is,  without 
any  Interruption)  and  remaining  there  till  their 
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next  Infurre&ion,  without  any  Purfuit,  or  Attempt 
to  apprehend  any  of  them.— And  the  third,  was 
it  quieted,  or  was  the  Mifchief  they  intended  pre¬ 
vented,  or  could  it  have  been  prevented,  without 
the  Aid  o i  the  King’s  Troops  marched  into  the 
Province  for  that  Purpofe  ?  —  “  The  civil  Powers 
“  haye  been  fupported,”  in  fome  fort.  We  all 
■know  how  they  were  fupported  ;  but  have  they 
been  fully  fupported  ?  Has  the  Government  fuf- 
ficient  Strength,  even  with  all  its  Supports,  to 
venture  on  the  apprehending  and  Funilhment  of 
thofe  notorious  Offenders?— If  it  has  not,  why 
3.1  e  you  angry  at  thofe  who  would  ftrengthen  its 
Hands  by  a  more  immediate  Royal  Authority  ?  If 
it  has,  why  is  not  the  Thing  done  ? — Why  will 
the  Government,  by  its  Condudt,  ftrengthen  the 
Suipicions  (ground)efs  no  doubt)  that  it  has  come 
to  a  private  Understanding  with  thofe  Murderers, 
and  that  Impunity  for  their  paft  Crimes  is  to  be 
the  Reward  of  their  future  'political  Services  ? — Q! 
but  lays  the  Petition,  u  There  are  perhaps  Cafes 
in  all  Governments  where  it  may  not  be  pof- 
fible  fpeedily  to  difcover  Offenders.55 — Proba¬ 
bly  *,  but  is  there  any  Cafe  in  any  Government 
where  it  is  not  poffible  to  endeavour  fuch  a  Dif- 
covery  ?  —  There  may  be  Cafes  where  it  is  not 
fare  to  do  it :  And  perhaps  the  belt  Thing  our  Go¬ 
vernment  can  fay  for  itfelf  is,  that  that  is  our  Cafe. — 
The  only  Objection  to  fuch  an  Apology  muff:  be, 
that  it  would  juftify  that  Part  of  the  Aflembly5s 
Petition  to  the  Crown  which  relates  to  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  our  prefent  Government  *. 

*  The  Aflembly  being  called  upon  by  the  Governor  for 
their  Advice  on  that  Occahon,  did,  in  a  MeiTage,  advife  his 
fending  for  and  examining  the  Magiftrates  of  Lancafler  Coun¬ 
ty  and  Borough,  where  the  Murders  were  committed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  difcover  the  A6tors  ;  but  neither  that,  nor  any  of  the 
other  Meafures  recommended,  were  ever  taken. — Proclama¬ 
tions  indeed  were  publiflied,  but  foon  difcontinued. 
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Still,  if  there  is  any  Fault,  it  muft  be  in  the 
Aflfemby  for,  fays  the  Petition,  “  if  the  executive 
“  Part  of  our  Government  ftiould  feem  in  any 
«  Cafe  too  weak ,  we  conceive  it  is  the  Duty  of  the 
“  Aflembly,  and  in  their  Power  to  ftrengthen  it. 
—This  Weaknefs,  however,  you  have  juft  denied. 

“  Difturbances  you  fay  have  been  fpeedily  quieted, 

“  and  the  Civil  Power  fupported  ” — and  thereby 
you  have  deprived  your  infinuated  Charge  againft 
the  Aflembly  of  its  only  Support.  -  But  is  it  not  a 
Fad  known  to  you  all,  that  the  Aflembly  did  en¬ 
deavour  to  ftrengthen  the  Hands  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ?  That  at  his  Honour’s  Inftance  they  pre¬ 
pared  and  pafled  in  a  few  Hours  a  Bill  for  extend¬ 
ing  hither  the  Ad  cf  Parliament  for  difperfing 
Rioters  ' That  they  alfo  pafled  and  prefented  to 

him  a  Militia  Bill,  which  he  refufed,  unlefs  Powers 
were  thereby  given  him  over  the  Lives  and  Pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Inhabitants,  which  the  publick  Good 
did  not  require,  and  which  their  Duty  to .  their 
Conftituents  would  not  permit  them  to  truft  in  the 
Hands  of  any  Proprietary  Governor  r — You  know 
the  Points,  Gentlemen :  They  have  been  made 
publick.  Would  you  have  had  your  Reprefen- 
tatives  give  up  thole  Points  ?  Do  you  intend  to 
give  them  up  when  at  the  next  Eledion  you  are 
made  Afiemblymen  ?  If  fo,  tell  it  us  honeftly  be¬ 
forehand,  that  we  may  know  what  we  are  to  ex- 
ped  when  we  are  about  to  choofe  you  ? 

I  come  now  to  the  laft  Claufe  of  your  Petition, 
where,  with  the  lame  wonderful  Sagacity  with 
which  you  in  another  Cafe  difcovered  the  Excel¬ 
lency  of  a  Speech  you  never  heard,  you  undertake 
to  characterize  a  Petition  you  own  you  never  faw  •, 
— and  venture  to  allure  his  Majefty,  that  it  is 
.  “  exceeding  grievous  in  its  Nature-,  that  it  by  no 
“  Means  contains  a  proper  Reprefentation  of  the 
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“  ^tate  of  this  Province ;  and  is  repugnant  to 
O  |  ’  f*|  *  •  jj  his  numerous  and  loyal 
bubj efts  in  it.”  Are  then  his  Majeftv’s  “  nu- 
merous  and  loyal  Subjects”  in  this  Province  all 
f  Srtat  U.lz,ards  as  yourielves,  and  capable  of 
knowing,  without  feeing  it,  that  a  Petition  is  re¬ 
pugnant  to  their  general  Senfe  ?— But  the  Inccn- 
JiJloicc  of  your  Petition,  Gentlemen,  is  not  lb 
much  to  be  wondered  at  the  Prayer  of  it  is  ftill 
moie  extraordinary,  “  We  therefore  moil  hum- 

y  f ’  7 1  la*-  your  Majefty  would  be  graeioufly 

pleafedccA/^  to  difregard  the  faid  Petition  of  the 
Aflembly.  .  What !  without  Enquiry !  v/ith- 
out  Examination  !  without  a  Hearing  of  what  the 
Aflembly  might  fay  in  Support  of  it !  “  wholly 
.  difregard  the  Petition  of  your  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  Aflembly,  accompanied  by  other  Peti¬ 
tions  figned  by  Thoufands  of  your  Fellow-Subjeds, 
as  ^fai’  n°t  as  wife  and  as  good  as  yourielves  * 
---Would  you  wilh  to  fee  your  great  and  amiable 
Pi  ihce  act  a  Part  that  could  not  become  a  Dey  of 
A>,g:ei  s  ?  -Do  you,  who  are  Americans ,  pray  for 
a  Pi  ecedent  of  iuch  Contempt  in  the  Treatment  of 
an  American  Aflembly !  Such  “  total  Difregard”  of 

their  humble  Applications  to  the  Throne  ? _ Surely 

your  Wifdoms  here  have  overfhot  yourielves.— 
But  as  Wifdom  fhews  itfelfnot  only  in  doing  what 
is  right,  ^but  in  confefiing  and  amending  what  is 
wrong,  I.  recommend  the  latter  particularly  to 
your  prefent  Attention ;  being  perfuaded  of  this 
Confequence,  that  though  you  have  been  mad 
enough  to  fign  fuch  a  Petition,  you  never  will  be 
Pools  enough  to  prelent  it. 

f  here  is  one  T  ning  mentioned  in  the  Preface., 
which  I  find  I  omitted  to  take  Notice  of  as  I  came 
along,  the  Refufal  of  the  Houle  to  enter  Mr. 
Dickenfon  s  Protefl  on  their  Minutes  *  This  is  men¬ 
tioned 


.  •  .  c  43  1 

tioned  in  fuch  a  Manner  there,  and  in  the  News- 

Papers,  as  to  infinuate  a  Charge  of  fome  Partiality 
and  Injuftice  in  the  Aflembly. — But  the  Reafons- 
were  merely  thefe,  That  though  Protelling  may 
be  a  Pradlice  with  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  there 
is  no  Inftance  of  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
whole  Proceedings  are  the  Model  followed  by  the 
Aflemblies  of  America  ;  that  there  is  no  Precedent 
of  it  on  our  Votes,  from  the  Beginning  of  our 
prefent  Conftitution ;  and  that  the  introducing 
fuch  a  Pradbice  would  be  attended  with  Inconve° 
niences,  as  the  Reprefen tatives  in  Aflembly  are 
not,  like  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  unaccountable 
to  any  Conflituents,  and  would  therefore  find  it 
neceffary  for  their  own  Juftification,  if  the  Rea¬ 
fons  of  the  Minority  for  being  againji  a  Meafiire 
were  admitted  in  the  Votes,  to  put  there  likewife 
the  Reafons  that  induced  the  Majority  to  be  for  it. 
Whereby  the  V otes,  which  were  intended  only  as 
a  Regifter  of  Propofitions  and  Determinations, 
would  be  filled  with  the  Difputes  of  Members 
with  Members,  and  die  publick  Bufinefs  be  there¬ 
by  greatly  retarded,  if  ever  brought  to  a  Period. 

As  that  Protejl  was  a  mere  Abllract  of  Mr. 
Dickinson’s  Speech,  every  Particular  of  it  will 
be  found  anfwered  in  the  following  Speech  of  Mr. 

Galloway,  from  which  it  is  fit  that"  I  fhould  no 
longer  detain  the  Reader. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


0  introduce  the  following  Speech  to  the  Publick , 
feme  Account  of  that  to  which  it  was  an  Anfwer 
feerns  necejjary . 

During  the  Dime  of  the  fever al  Delates  refpe  fling 
the  Change  of  Government ,  Mr.  Dickinfon  feldom 
attended ,  and  was  alfent  when  the  important  one 
came  on,  which  ijfued  in  the  Refolve  to  adjourn  and 
confult  the  People .  At  the  next  Meeting  feveral 
Motions  were  made  to  bring  this  Refolution  to  an 
JJJ'ue,  and ,  after  great  Deliberation ,  it  was  refolved, 
by  a  Majority  of  Dwenty-feven  to  Three,  that  a 
Committee  Jhould  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the  Petition 
to  his  Majejly  to  re  fume  the  Powers  of  Government . 
But  at  none  of  thefe  Debates  and  Reflations  was 
Mr.  Dickinfon  prefent ,  though  he  well  knew,  or  at 
leaf  had  great  Reafon  to  expert  this  Bufinefs  was 
in  continual  Agitation. 

p  j 

During  this  Dime ,  and  the  Recefs  of  the  Ajjembly , 
Mr.  Dickinfon  employed  himfelf  in  coliefling  his 
Sentiments  in  Oppofition  to  the  Me  afire,  and  in 
forming  his  Thoughts  into  the  befi  Order,  and  dr  eff¬ 
ing  them  in  the  heft  Language  his  Abilities  were  ca¬ 
pable  of.  And  upon  the  firji  Reading  of  the  Petition, 
and  not  till  then,  had  he  in  all  this  Dime  entered 
into  the  Debate,  or  publicity  delivered  his  Opinion 
refpe fling  the  intended  Change . 

After  a  Me  afire  is  refolved  on  in  a  Houfe  of  le- 
gijlature,  it  is  well  known  to  be  contrary  to  all  Rule 
and  Order  to  cbjefl  to  the  Me  afire,  otherwife  publick 
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Bufmefs  could  never  be  brought  to  an  IlTue.  Mem¬ 
bers  may  fpeak  to  the  Mode ,  but  not  object  againjl 
the  Thing  refolved  on.  But  this  Rule ,  fo  neceffiary 
in  publick  TranfaClions ,  was  facrificed  either  to  Mr. 
DickinfonV  Indolence  in  not  attending ,  or  to  his 
Indujlry  in  forming  his  Speech .  For  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  object  to  the  Defign  itfelf. 

In  the  Debate  on  the  fir  ft  Reading  of  the  Petition 
he  attempted  to  deliver  his  Objections  againjl  the 
Meafure ,  ore  tenus  ;  but  finding  every  thing  he  of¬ 
fered  judicioufly  and  fenjibly  refuted  by  fcveral  Mem¬ 
bers,  .  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  his  Speech  in 
Writing,  which,  after  a  fhort  introductory  Apology, 

he  read  in  his  Place ,  in  a  Manner  not  the  mofi  de¬ 
liberate. 

This  unparliamentary  Mode  of  Proceeding ,  and  the 
Difficulty  of  retaining  in  the  Memory  fo  long  and 
elaborate  a  Performance ,  obliged  and  indeed  juftified 
the  Gentleman,  the  Author  of  the  following  Speech, 
in  taking  floor t  Notes,  from  which,  after  Mr.  Dick’ 
infon  had  concluded,  he  rofe  to  anfwer  the  Objections 
offered,  againjl  the  Petition .  But  the  Speaker  being 

exceedingly  indifpofed,  the  Debate  was  adjourned  till 
next  Day. 

Before  the  Adjournment  Mr.  Dickinfon  was  re- 
quejled  by  fever al  Members,  and  informed  by  the 
Speaker,  that  he  ought  to  leave  his  Speech  on  the 
Table,  for  the  Perufal  and  Corfi deration  of  the 
Houfe.  But  this  he  fever  al  Times  evaded,  alleging 
in  Excufe ,  that  it  was  too  incorreCl  and  in  dig  eft  ed , 
although  he  was  repeatedly  informed,  that  none  would 
examine  it  with  a  View  to  make  any  critical  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  Stile  or  Method,  but  only  to  make 
themf elves  acquainted  with  the  Subfiance .  At  length 
he  was  prevailed  on  to  promife  in  the  mofi  folemn 
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Manner  that  he  would  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Galloway 
that  Evening.  Eh  at  Gentleman  called  on  him  at  the 
Time  appointed  •,  but  Mr.  Dickinfon  continuing  in 
the  fame  Humour ,  declined  delivering  it.  Nor  did 
he  give  the  Members  an  Opportunity  of'  perujing  it 
until  the  Debate  was  cver\  and  the  Quejtion  called 
for ,  whether  the  Petition  floould  be  tranfcribed  for 
a  third  Reading.  Which  paffed  in  the  Affirmative 
by  the  Votes  of  all  the  Members  who  rofe  on  the  former 
Idfuejlion.  All  that  Mr.  Dickinfon  had  either  faid 
cr  read  not  having  the  Succefs  of  altering  the  Opinion 
of  a  fingle  Member. 

Nor  did  the  Speech  then  remain  long  upon  the 
'Stable ;  for  Mr.  Dickinfon  immediately  after  got  it 
into  his  Hands  again ,  and  carried  it  out  of  the 
Houfe .  What  has  been  done  with  it  fince ,  to  whofe 
Care ~  and  Correction  it  has  been  committed ,  and  by 
whom ,  and  with  what  Views  it  has  been  pubiijhef 
the  Preface  attending  it  fufficiently  demonfirates. 

However i  fince  the  Art  and  Drofs  in  which  it  now, 
appears  to  the  Publish,  very  different  from  that  in 
which  it  appeared  in  the  Houfe ,  renders  it  little  lefs 
than  neceffiary  that  the  Pubhck  fnoidd  know  the  Ar¬ 
guments  and  Reafons  which  prevailed  on  the  Mem¬ 
bers  to  retain  their  former  Refolution  of  prdfecuting 
the  Petition  to  the  Crown,  the  following  Speech,  in 
Subfiance  the  fame  that  was  offered  by  Mr.  Gal¬ 
loway,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Dickinfon,  taken  from  his 
Jhort  Notes,  and  put  into  Order ,  is  fubmitted  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Lovers  and  Supporters  of  publick 
Liberty ,  Order ,  and  good  Government . 


Mr.  Galloway* s  Speech, 


Mr.  Speaker, 

N  this  important  Debate  I  fhall  not 
take  up  the  Time  of  the  Houfe  in 
making  large  Proteftations  of  my  Sin-, 
cerity,  or  that  my  Conduit  is  actuated 
by  an  ardent  Defire  to  reftore  the  al- 
moR  expiring  Liberties  of  my  Country.  Should 
any  Perfon  queftion  thofe  Points,  I  fhall  leave 
them  to  be  determined  by  my  paft  and  prefent 
Aitions,  which  will  have  more  Weight  for  or 
againft  me  than  all  that  I  can  lay  on  the  Occa- 
fion.  Should  thofe  fail  of  demonftrating  the  Rec¬ 
titude  of  my  Conduit,  I  am  fenfible  the  molt  fo- 
iemn  Prcfeffions  will  not  produce  that  Effect ;  and  • 
by  avoiding  them,  I  fpare  myfelf  the  Blufn,  and 
you  the  Pain  that  muft  arife  from  an  Eulogy  made 
by  a  Man  on  his  own  Aitions.  I  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  Gentleman,  whofe  long  Performance 
I  now  rife  to  anfwer,  to  confider,  that  a  Ready 
Uniformity  of  Conduit  in  Support  of  ptiblick  Li¬ 
berty  would  have  Rood  in  no  Need  of  fuch  Aids  •, 

and 
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*nd  that  a  contrary  Behaviour,  with  the  Judicious 
and  Impartial,  will  not  receive  the  leaft  Advan¬ 
tage  from  them.  And  it  will  alfo  be  but  juft  in 
him  to  reflect,  that  if  any  thing  difagreeable  to  him 
ihould  fall  from  me  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Obferva- 

t;on^  °n  w  "iat  has  faid,  he  ought  to  impute  it  to 
the  Manner  in  which  he  has  treated  a  great  Num- 
ber  of  honeft  prudent  Men,  the  long  Supporters 
of  the  Rights  of  die  People. 


The  Cenfure  he  has  fo  liberally  bellowed  on  a 
very  great  Majority  of  the  Houfe,  is  too  indecent 
to  be  palled  over  in  Silence.  When  this  important 
iylfatr  had  been  fully  confldered  and  debated. 
Viewed  in  all  Lights,  and  fully  determined  by  fo 
great  a  Majority  as  Nine  Tenths  in  favour  of  the 
Meafure,  it  is  not  furprizing  to  hear  our  Conduft 
reprefented  as  flowing  from  a  “  Tranfport  of  Zeal 
“  and  Refentment,  and  violent  Paflions  !”_I  know 
of  nothing  that  can  juftify  fo  unbecoming  a  Charge. 

his  Houle,  Sir,  has  long  fubmitted  to  ProprTe- 
tary  Lnjuftice,  and  from  a  melancholy  impellino- 
Necefllty  has  given  up  many  important  Points  of 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  They  have  feen  one 
Privilege  after  another  facrificed  without  the  leaft 
Hopes  of  Recovery,  and  new  Demands  and  Ex- 
aftions  every  Day  made.  And  at  length  tired 
out  with  the  continually  increafing  Mifchtefs  con¬ 
stantly  flowing  from  an  Union  of  great  Wealth, 
with  extenfive  Power,  and  after  having  in  vain 
attempted  every  other  Meafure  for  faving  their 
Country  from  Ruin,  they  have  refolved  to  peti¬ 
tion  his  Majefty  to  refume  the  Powers  of  Govern¬ 
ment  into  his  own  Royal  Hands. 


And  certainly,  Sir,  tins  Refolution  was  far  from 
being  hafty  or  precipitate  :  The  Meafure  had  been 
often  thought  of  and  propofed  by  the  fame  Mem¬ 
bers 


S33SSG 


-  **■«■  «•'-<*  At  SN  • 


[  49  1 

bers  in  preceding  Aflemblies.  At  the  laft  Sitting 
it  was  frequently  moved,  and  then  folemnly  de¬ 
bated  :  And  yet  fo  coolly  and  deliberately  did 
they  proceed,  that  they  would  not  abfolutely  de¬ 
termine  on  this  important  Point  without  fird  ad¬ 
journing  to  confult  their  Condituents.  The  Ad¬ 
journment  was  accordingly  made  for  fix  Weeks, 
and  we  are  now  returned  to  thefe  Seats,  fully 
convinced  that  our  Conduit  is  approved  of  by  all 
the  Friends  of  Liberty,  and  Lovers  of  Order  and 
Government.  Hence  I  conclude,  that  the  Refo- 
lution  of  this  Houfe  is  not  founded  in  Pafiion  or 
Precipitation,  but  in  cool  Refleition,  and  folid 
Judgment  •,  and  that  the  Charge  the  Gentleman 
has  made  againft  it  is  as  groundlefs  as  it  is  inde¬ 
cent, 

I  own,  Sir,  all  Pafiion  and  undue  Attachment 
of  every  kind  fliould  be  banifhed  from  publick 
Councils.  And  that  there  are  Pafiions,  which 
though  they  do  not  arife  from  44  Refentment,” 
yet  are  equally  dangerous  to  the  publick  Weal, 
and  to  which  it  has  frequently  fallen  a  Sacrifice, 
Such  is  the  Pafiion  of  Ambition :  —  A  reftlefs 
Third  after  Promotion ;  a  Fondnefs  to  ferve  the 
Purpofes  of  Power,  from  an  Expeftation  of  being 
rewarded  with  Pods  of  Honour  and  Profit.  Thefe 
equally  blind  the  Underdanding,  captivate  the 
Judgment,  and  dedroy  the  pure  Operations  of 
Realon.  And  I  cannot  but  wifh  the  Gentleman 
was  as  free  from  thefe  mifchievous  Pafiions,  fo 
frequently  dedrudrive  of  publick  Liberty,  as  the 
Majority  of  this  Houfe  is  from  thofe  with  which 
he  has  charged  them,  with  fo  little  Refped  and 
Referve. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  this 
Debate. — The  Gentleman  contends,  That  this  is 

not 
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not  the  proper  1  ime  to  petition  for  Relief  froril 
our  Diftrefs  by  a  Change  oFf  Governors;  but  agreed 
if  the  Change  can  take  Place  with  our  Privileges 
preserved,  “  Let  it  take  Place  intently  ”  Thus 
confeffing  that  a  Change  is  necelfary,  and  yet,  in  a 
few  Minutes  after,  he  pofitively  affirms  our  Pri- 
vileges  are  “  all  fafe  now,  and  that  we  are  in  the 
rull  and  peaceable  Enjoyment  of  them.”  A  De¬ 
claration  of  this  Kind,  Sir,  from  a  Stranger  to 
roprietary  Ufurpations,  would  have  been  fcarcelv 
excufable  :  Becaufe  a  Man  ought  to  be  acquainted 
with  Fafts  before  he  pofitively  determines  on  them 
iffit  m  a  Gentleman  who  has  feen  lb  many  of  our 
Eights  fading  and  expiring  under  the  baleful  In¬ 
fluence  ox  Proprietary  Ambition  and  Intereft  it 
is  utterly  unpardonable.  There  are  but  few,  very 
few  indeed,  even  of  thofe  who  are  moft  dependent 
on  Proprietary  Favour,  but  will  acknowledge  in 
private,  where  they  dare  to  own  what  they  think, 
that  our  Rights  are  deeply  wounded  by  the  At¬ 
tempts  of  Power.— But  permit  me  to  alk  the  Gen¬ 
tleman,  if  our  Liberties  are  in  fuch  a  State  of  per- 

vm!  ^ecur^D  why  ’s  a  Change  neceflary  at  all  ? 
Why  Ihould  intake  Place  even  now  or  hereafter  ? 

~I  leave  this  Contradiction  to  him  to  reconcile _ 

I  confefs,  Sir,  I  cannot  do  it. 

S  It  is  a  ftale  and  common  Device,  where  Men 
are  deftitute  of  Arguments  to  fupport  an  Oppofi- 
tion  to  a  neceflary  Meafure,  to  vile  all  their  Force 
in  perfuading  to  put  off  and  procraftinate.  But, 
Sir,  I  am  confident  this  Art  will  not  fucceed  now  ; 
for  all  that  has  been  laid  has  not  tended  to  alter, 
but  to  confirm  my  Judgment,  that  now  is  the  only 
pioper  Time  to  forward  the  Petition. 

That  there  are  “  certain  Periods  when  Defigns 
niay  be  executed  much  more  eafilv  and  advan- 
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“  tageoufly  than  at  any  other  •,  that  a  ftri£t  Atten* 
“  tion  to  every  interefting  Circumftance  is  necef- 
“  fary  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  until  they  have 
“  ripened  into  a  favourable  Conjuncture,”  I  agree. 
— All  this  has  been  done  by  the  Afiemblies  of  this 
Province,  who,  like  the  Parliament  of  England ,  after 
naving  long  oppofed  the  moll  arbitrary  Mealures 
in  vain,  and  elfayed  every  domeftic  Expedient  to 
reftore  the  loft  Liberties  of  their  Country,  found 
nothing  would  fave  her  but  a  Revolution. — We 
have  often  attempted  to  obtain  Relief  from  Op- 
preffion  from  the  Proprietaries,  but  in  vain.— 
They  have  forbid  us  even  to  addrefs  them. — 
They  have  refufed  to  hear  us. — We  have  op¬ 
pofed  their  Meafures  before  the  Privy-Council. — 
We  have  been  but  partially  relieved,  occafioned 
entirely  by  their  Mifreprefentations  :  And  now  we 
find,  from  their  increasing  Intereft,  unlefs  we  can 
effect  a  Change  at  this  Time,  any  future  Attempt 
muft  be  ineffectual. — We  have  confidered  every 
“  interefting  Circumftance,”  and  find  them  all  ' 
“  ripened  up  to  this  favourable  Conjunture.”  And 
in  my  Opinion  this  is  the  only  Time  of  petition¬ 
ing  with  a  Profpet  of  Succefs.  My  Reafons  are, 
— The  Proprietors,  if  they  fhould  incline  to  op¬ 
pose  this  Change  (as  it  is  not  certain  they  wi!l,fince 
it  is  a  Part  of  the  Propofal  that  a  full  Equivalent 
be  made  them)  have  not  probably  fo  great  an  In¬ 
tereft  now  to  fupport  their  Pretenlions  as  they  have 
had  heretofore,  Death  having  removed  two  of  their 
principal  Friends  in  the  Privy-Council.  Then  as  to 
our  being  deprived  of  any  of  our  Privileges  in  the 
Change,  I  apprehend  there  is  not  the  leaft  Dan¬ 
ger  of  it :  The  prefent  Miniftiy,  befides  the  Dif- 
po  fit  ion  to  mild  and  equitable  Meafures  which  they 
have  already  manifefted,  will  undoubtedly  be  very 
cautious  how  they  give  any  Handle  to  i  virulent 
Oppofition,  by  fo  great  an  Act  of  Injuftice  as  the 
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depriving  a  free  People  of  thofe  Privileges  they 
have  fo  dearly  bought..  Were  they  difpofed  to  do 
it,  they  can  only  do  it  through  the  Parliament, 
which  is  compofed  in  Part  of  that  very  Oppofition : 
Their  Prudence  therefore,  as  well  as  their  Juftice, 
will  prevent  the  Attempt.— Again,  at  this  Time 
the  Nation  has  immenfe  T rafts  of  Territory  to 
form  into  new  Colonies :  By  an  eafy  and  expedi¬ 
tious  Settlement  of  thofe  Colonies  the  Wealth  and 
Commerce  or  the  Nation  will  be  increafed  and  ex¬ 
tended.— — - 1  his  can  only  be  done  by  granting  to 
the  Settlers  particular  Privileges,  and  greater  Li¬ 
berties  than  the  People  of  our  Mother  Country 
and  of  foreign  Nations  enjoy  in  their  prefent  State. 
—Sound  Reafon  undoubtedly  will  recommend  this 
Policy.  And  fhould  they  even  attempt  to  de¬ 
prive  of  its  Rights  this  Colony,  which  has  fo  re¬ 
markably  flourifhed,  and  now  takes  off  fuch  vaft 
Quantities  of  Englifh  Manufactures,  from  no  other 
Caufe  but  her  extenfive  Privileges,  it  will  require 
but  little  Difcernment  to  perceive,  how  great  a 
Damp  fuch  a  Meafure  muft  give  to  all  the  Schemes 
for  new  Settlements,  and  how  fenfibly  the  true 
Intereft  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation  will  be  af¬ 
fected. 

This,  Sir,  is  not  an  imaginary  Conjecture 
It  is  founded  on  Reafon,  and  on  Experience. 
The  Colony  of  Barbadoes  had,  in  the  Opinion  of 
the  ableft  Counfel,  forfeited  her  Charter  Privileges. 
— And  yet  upon  this  Policy  only  her  Privileges 
were  preferved,  as  appears  from  the  Extract  read 
by  a  learned,  and  worthy  Member  from  the  Life 
of* Lord  Clarendon*. 

But 


*  “  The  Cafe  being  thus  fully  dated  to  the  Lords,  they 
4<  confidcred  ferioufly  amongft  themfelves  what  Advice  they 
might  leafonably  give  his  Majelty.  They  were  unanimoufly 
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But  it  is  faid,  “  Men  of  the  higheft  Character 

“  (if  Reports  fay  true)  are  endeavoui  ing.  to  t ■  a- 
“  blifh  Proprietary  Governments,  and  «oie 
«  probably  may  more  *adily  incline  to  favc  _ 

“  Proprietary  Meafures.”  1  much  doubt  the 

of  this  Report.  I  rather  think  Proprietary  Go¬ 
vernments  are,  by  the  Obftru&pns  to  his  Ma- 
iefty’s  Service,  and  fatal  Consequences  to  h.s  Sr 
efts  rendered  fo  odious,  that  the  Crown  will 
choofe  to  retain  the  Government  of  theTerritones 
o-ranted  in  its  own  Hands,  wnatever  Lioei  ties  it 
may  confer  to  promote  the  Settlements.  Hus  cer¬ 
tainly  is  the  molt  probable  Conjecture,  founded 
on  a  pofitive  Declaration  of  his  Majefty  s  Mini¬ 
vers  The  Declaration  was  to  this  Rnea : 

“  That  his  Maiefty’s  Royal  Prerogatives  were  not 
“  to  be  trufted  to  the  feeble  Hands  of  private  In- 
‘‘  dividuals,  who  were  ever  ready  to  facriiice  tnem 
“  to  their  private  Emolument. 


But,  Sir,  fhould  this  Report  be  true,  would  not 
common  Prudence,  or  what  is  more  powerful, 
private  Intereft,  induce  thefe  Gentlemen  to  obtain 
as  many  Privileges  for  all  Sects  of  People  as  would 
fafely  tend  to  encourage  the  Settlement  of  the 
Land  o-ranted  them?  Would  they  not  confide., 
that  the  more  Privileges  they  could  publilh  to  the 
World,  the  more  People  would  flock  to  their  new 


“  of  Opinion,  not  to  advife  his  Majefly  to  caufc  the  Paten,  to 
be  called  in  queltion  :  For  though  they  doubted  not,  upon 
<<  Opinion  of  his  learned  Counfcl,  that  the  fame  would 
“  be  judged  void  and  illegal ;  yet  they  did  not  think  it  a  fea- 
“  fan  able  Time,  when  the  Nation  was  fo  attive  and  lndultri- 
“  ous  in  reftablidiing]  foreign  Plantations,  teat  they  mould 
<«  fee  a  Charter  or  Patent  queftioned  and  avoided,  after  it 
<t  been  fo  many  Years  allowed  and  countenanced,  and 

“  under  which  the  Colony  hath  fo  long  flourilhed,  and  was 
“  almoft  grown  to  Perfeflion.”  Life  of  Edward  Earl  of  Cla¬ 
rendon,  Vol.  III.  Page  940. 
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Country,  and  the  fooner  their  FPW  i :  i 
come  valuable  ?  This  was  rhp  p  Y"te  f01  ^e- 

Proprietor.  This  enabled  him  to  ?i<  i^t  fi? 

at  twice  as  much  as  they  are  fold  in  "S  La'?d'5 

Government.  It  was  this^thar  i  ^  r  any  otker 

advanced,  and  fo  fpeedily  pefo^-ed  dfo' ■ ' bly 
we  now  reprefent.  7  p  iCd:ed  the  Province 

jimfmre  unit,es  t0  ™ake  this  Con- 

J  .  ie  tne  moil:  favourable-  We  haw  o  c 

W'f  ,:h0m ,  Member  himS 

‘  ven  ever  granted  in  his  Mrrrv  -,  '  “r  « 

kf  '  P  p  io  him  we  petition  :  Jr  is  his  TnfHr^ 
£e  implore,  and  his  Virtue  on  which  4  i  l  for 
lotecuon  again  ft  the  Oppreffion  of  his  private 
Web.  To  him  we  have  never  apr  edS  e 
lor  Redreft  :  And  is  he  fuch  a  Cvphef  in  the  Go! 

vcrpOKut  that  this  ■  important  Tranfadion  in 
which  the  Rights  of  Thoufands  of  his  loyal  Sub 

WlU  T  TCOme  t0  his  Notice  ? 
fonce  'Td  ‘°  Juftice  and  Benevo- 

cwVk  In  -  le  Permi£  fuch  Injuftice  to  be 
i  °llt'mt?rtenRg?~I  cannot  believe  it 
1  Je  has  not  merited  this  Charge  He  has  not 

appeared  this  Nothing  in  the  ConHitution  Zue 

int°,  ^/ggnevances  of  the' Sub- 
k  has  redrafted  them -And  the Minifter 

wuch  Ses  is  a  Man  of  ackn°w- 

hhlno  ^ ^llC,flad,  Morality.  In  fnort,  he  has 

vlvn L  ,T dkWIc  f-!1ahear  and  redrefs  the  Coin- 
p. <  ;nts  or  his  oubjeds  upon  every  Principle  of 

,Willfuch  a  Father  of  his 


i_  i  f  a  rauner  or  ni< 

oip.c,  v.r.en  we  afle  him  to  feparate  Power  from 
■  ic-pcity^  to  take  the  Nomination  of  the  Go- 

icri.o.  a  no  is  to  nne  his  People  into  his  Royal 

i  lands,  for  the  TFiiverv  on,i  or.  c  \ 

nl„  .  •„  ,iriC  iJeuyery  and  Safety  of  that  Peo- 

I  >  wj.J  he  deprive  them  of  their  Liberties 
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granted  by  his  Royal  Predeceflors  for  a  valuable 
Consideration  ?  “  Will  he  when  we  afk  Bread 
give  us  a  Stone  ?  when  we  ail;  a  Fifh,  will  he  for 
a  Fifh  give  us  a  Serpent  ?  Or,  if  we  afk  an  Eero-, 
will  he  give  us  a  Scorpion  ?”  °° 


What  then  are  we  to  fear  from  fuch  a  Sovereign, 
and  fuch  a  Minifter  ? — When  will  the  Period  ar- 
rive  productive  of  fuch  a  Number  of  fortunate 
Circumftances  for  our  Deliverance  ?— When  will 
Proprietary  Power  and  Influence  again  receive  fuch 
a  Shock  as  to  lore  m  a  fhort  I  ime  two  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  Pillars  ? - When  are  we  again  to  expert 

iuch  extenfive  Plans  for  the  forming  new  Colonies 
and  extending  the  Englijh  Dominions  ? — When 
will  the  Safety  of  our  Privileges  be  fo  naturally 
fupported  by  the  Nation’s  Welfare  ? — and  when 
(look  H; (lory  through)  can  we  promife  ourfelves 

foj.it,  jo  good,  and  lo  virtuous  a  Sovereign  to 
do  us  J uftice  ?  a  ’ 

I 

A  Per  what  I  have  faid,  how  foreign  muft  the 
Caie  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  appear  to  that  of  the 
prefent  Affembly  ?  and  how  much  at  a  lofs  for  Ar¬ 
guments  muft  the  Gentleman  be,  who  is  driven  to 

luc.i  inappofite  Ini  lances  to  fupport  his  Caufe? _ 

That  Duke  being  a  Refugee  in  Holland, ,  was  made 
a  i  ool  to  the  Art  and  Policy  of  others.  Fie  fet 
up  an  idle  Pretenfion  to  the  Crown  of  James  II. 
an  !e  ‘anc  cc  with  80  private  Gentlemen  at  Lyme, 

a' a^lme  w,;en  tieKing  was  fupported  in  the  warm! 
eft  ivlanner  by  the  Parliament,  and  no  one  finale 
11  cu mftance  appeared  to  promife  him  Succefs.  °In 
the  Attempt  he  failed,  and  no  wonder.  More  ap- 

SSf  thn?anCC?>mi-git  be  Produced  which  happened 
neai  the  lame  Period,  to  fhew  the  Danaer  of  De 

hff’jT,'hC  Mf hirfs  «“  »  S>e  Nation, 

-  “e  *  filaments  emttmg  to  I'cize  the  fortunate 

Time 
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Time  of  refloring  the  loft  Liberties  of  England : 
But  thefe  did  not  fuit  the  Gentleman’s  Purpofe. 


At  the  End  of  the  Civil  War,  the  King  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  lecure  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  which 
then  like  the  Liberties  of  Fennfylvania  were  near 
expiring :  But  the  Art  and  Policy  of  wicked  Men 
interfered  and  prevented.— —At  the  Time  of  the 
Reftoration,  Charles  II.  would  have  complied  with 
any  Terms  for  preventing  the  Abufe*  of  Power, 
and  Settling  the  Conftitution  on  a  rational  and  laft- 
ing  Foundation.  Butth zPrefcyierians,  out  of  Ha¬ 
tred  to  the  Independents ,  joined  the  Royalijls  in  all 
their  Meafures  of  Power:  This  gave  them  fuch  ad¬ 
ditional  Strength,  that  inftead  of  reftoring  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  their  Country,  they  renewed  and  continued 
their  former  Tyranny.  I  hope,  Sir,  the  fame  Seel 
in  this  Province  will  not  aft  the  fame  indifereet 
Part :  That  they  will  not  attempt  to  facrifice  the 
Liberties  of  Fennfylvania  to  their  private  Animofity : 

_ Or  if  they  do,  that  the  fame  fatal  Effefts  will 

not  attend  their  Aftions :  The  Spirit  of  Liberty, 
if  properly  exerted,  will  be  ftrong  enough  to  fup- 
port  this  Struggle  for  our  Prefervation. 


w 

But  it  feems,  under  thefe  diftreffing  Circum- 
ftances,  when  we  have  no  Profpect  of  enjoying  either 
Security  of  Perfon  or  Property,  the  grand  and  im¬ 
portant  Objefts  of  all  Government,  we  ought  pa¬ 
tiently  to  wait  until  Proprietary  Influence  Hull  be 
at  an  End.  Had  the  Gentleman,  who  makes  this 
Propolal,  in  the  long  Piece  he  had  read  in  the 
Houfe,  offered  the  leaft  Reafon  to  fhew  when  that 
lucky  Period  would*  happen,  or  that  it  will  ever 
happen  while  Proprietary  Power  and  Property  are 
united ;  or  that  it  will  happen  before  our  invaluable 
l  iberties,  and  all  that  Emglijhmen  hold  in  Efteem, 
will  oe  “  confumed,  not  in  the  Blaze  of  Royal  Au- 

"  thority.” 
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“  thority”  as  he  afferts,  but  in  the  Sink  of  Proprietary 
Injuftice  and  Ambition,  he  would  have  afforded 
fome  fmall  Comfort  to  the  expiring  Liberties  of 
Pennfylvania.  But  this  he  has  not  attempted,  con- 
fcious  of  the  Vanity  and  Folly  of  fuch  an  Attempt. 
Let  us  but  confider,  that  the  Experience  of  Ages, 
fully  demonftrates  Wealth  to  be  the  Parent  of  Power, 
the  Nurfe  of  Influence*,  and  that  an  Increafe  in 
Wealth  will  as  naturally  beget  an  Increafe  of 
Power  and  Influence,  as  an  Increafe  of  Velocity  in 
the  falling  Stone  will  produce  more  certain  Death. 

Let  us  take  a  View  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate, 
what  it  was  fifty,  what  twenty  years  ago,  and  what 
it  is  now,  and  we  mult  be  convinced,  that  nothing 
can  prevent  their  being  the  richeft  Subjects  in  the 
Englifh  Nation :  And  therefore  Subjects  of  the 
greateft  Influence  and  Power,  and  more  likely  in 
future  to  oppofe  with  Succefs  any  Meafures  that 
may  be  taken  againft  their  Oppreffion.  Are  we 
to  expeCt  the  fame  Caufe  will  not  produce  the  fame 
Effect,  and  that  Wealth,  by  fome  Magick  Charm 
in  future,  will,  inftead  of  producing  Power  and 
Influence,  bring  forth  its  contraries  ?  If  not,  how 
vain  and  chimerical  is  the  Expectation  that  Propri¬ 
etary  Power  and  Influence  will  ever  ceafe  ?  As 
vain  and  chimerical  as  the  Expectation  of  a  future 
Meffiah  to  the  deluded  Jews , 

And  as  to  the  Royal  and  Minifterial  Prejudices, 
we  have  heard  them  painted  in  a  Light  the  molt 
terrible  and  frightful  to  us,  and  the  mod  irreverent 
and  difrefpedful  to  his  Majefty  :  They  are  repre- 
fented  as  io  ineradicably  fixed,  that  nothing  can  re¬ 
move  them  ;  I  own  I  entertain  very  different  Sen¬ 
timents  of  the  Royal  and  Minifterial  Juftice.  Will 
his  Majefty  and  Miniftry,  upon  a  folernn  Reprcfen- 
tation  and  Proof  of  Fads,  rcfufe  to  lay  afide  Pre¬ 
judices, 
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judices,  whicn  can  oe  eafily  made  appear  to  be 
founded  on  Proprietary  Mifreprefentations  ?— Will 
the  Royal  Ear  be  deaf  to  Truth  ?  or  will  it  not 

hear  at  all  ? - If  we  are  heard,  I  am  confident, 

nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  lhew  the  Conduit  of 
this  Houfe  has  been  founded  on  the  ftridteft  Loyalty 
to  his  Majefty,  and  Regard  for  the  People  we  re- 
prefent ;  and  that  the  Obftrudions  which  his  Ser¬ 
vice  has  heretofore  met  with,  are  entirely  owing  to 
Proprietary  Oppreffion  and  Injuftice.  Our  Pro¬ 
ceedings  will  demonftrate,  that  the  Aflemblies  of 
this  Province  have  ever  been  the  firft  to  vote  a  Com¬ 
pliance  with  his  Majefty’s  Requifitions. — That  the 
fubibquent  Obftrudions  to  his  Service  have  flowed 
from  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  made  in  favour  of 
their  private  Intereft.  •  That  notwithftanding  thofe 
Obftrudions,  in  order  to  comply  with  theTloyal 
Orders,  the  Rights  of  the  People  have  been  often 
waved,  the  Aids  have  been  always  granted,  and 
even  upon  Terms  abhorrent  to  common  Juftice. 
Upon  thefe  Fads  being  fully  proved,  the  Opinion 
I  have  of  the  Royal  Goodnefs  and  Virtue,  will  not 
permit  me  to  doubt,  but  all  Prejudices,  if  any 
now  remain,  will  be  eafily  overcome,  and  the  Pro¬ 
vince  reftored  to  her  former  Credit. 

Befides,  when  I  confider  the  Province  of 
Pennfylvania  as  the  only  Colony  that  has  fully 
complied  with  the  General’s  laft  Requifition,  not¬ 
withftanding  the  unjuft  Oppofition  given  to  it  on 
the  Part  of  the  Proprietary  ;  that  many  have  not 
complied  in  any  Degree,  feme  but  in  Part,  none 
fully  but  this  Aftembly ;  my  Hope  is  not  unreafon- 
able,  that  former  Prejudices  will  vaniih,  and  our 
Condud  Hand  high  in  tire  Royal  Efteem. 

Should  lb  great  a  Refledion  be  thrown  on  his 
Majefty  and  his  Miniltry,  as  to  afiert,  they  are 

thus 
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thus  irafcible,  thus  blind  to  Juftice  and  the  Com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Subject,  in  plain  Terms  (for  it  has 
been  very  fully  infinuated,  that  their  prefent  Pre¬ 
judices,  if  any  there  be,  cannot  be  overcome).— -I 
anfwer,  Sir,  if  this  cannot  be  done  now,  there  is 
not  the  leaft  Profpett  that  it  ever  can  be  done.--r- 
Every  Day  hereafter  will  bring  on  new  Difficulties, 
and  increafe  the  Power  of  Oppofition ;  and  to  uie 
the  Gentleman’s  own  Words,  46  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
«  petted  that  our  Succefs  will  be  greater  when 
«  our  Opponents  will  have  more  Dignity,  more 
“  Power,  and,  as  they  will  think,  more  Law  on  their 

“  Side.” - This  Confideration  alone  points  out 

the  Propriety  of  the  prefent  Time. 

Here,:  Sir,  permit  me  to  obferve,  the  Gentle¬ 
man  entangles  himfelf  in  another  Contradittion. 
He  firft  contends,  this  is  not  the  proper  Time  to 
petition,  becauie  Proprietary  Influence  and  Oppo¬ 
fition  will,  at  this  Period,  be  too  heavy  for  us, 
and  then  he  confeffies,  we  are  not  to  expett  more 
Succefs  hereafter,  becaufe  the  Proprietaries  44  will 
44  have  more  Dignity,  more  Power,  and,  as  they 
44  will  think,  more  Law  on  their  Side.” 

It  is  notorious,  the  late  miniflerial  Cenfures 
have  not  arilen  from  any  unjuft  Conduft  on  our 
Parts,  but  entirely  from  Proprietary  Mifreprefen- 
tations.  The  Attachment  of  Human  Nature  to 
its  private  Intereft  is  too  obvious  in  the  Courfe  of 
human  Attions  to  be  denied  •,  and  the  Degrees 
of  this  Attachment  always  increafe  in  proportion 

to  the  Wealth  poflefled - Crefcit  amor  nummi 

quantum  ipfa  pecitnia  crefcit .  This  is  not  Specula¬ 
tion,  but  what  the  Experience  of  many  Years 
plainly  difcovers  with  refpett  to  the  Proprietaries. 
From  this  Source  ever  will  arife  Proprietary  In- 
ftruttions,  arbitrary  and  unjuft.-— A  virtuous  Le- 
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giflature  I  hope  ever  will  fill  thefe  Seats  to  the 
lateft  Ages.  Their  Virtue  and  Integrity  will  ever 
compel  them  to  oppofe  Oppreffion.  That  Oddo- 
fmon  will  create  Delays  and  Obftruftions  t0P  his 
Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  People’s  Welfare.  And 
will  ambitious  Men,  grafping  at  arbitrary  Power 
in  Cafe  of  any  Difpute  refpeding  thofe  Obftruftions* 
lay  afide  their  Endeavours,  in  fupport  of  their  own 
Adions,  to  mifreprefent  our  Conduct  ?  Will  they 
forget  the  Arts  oi  Deception  ?  They  certainly  will 
not;  but  will  exert,  them  with  more  Ardor  and 
Succefs,  in  proportion  to  their  Increafe  of  Wealth, 
which  will  ferve  as'  a  Weapon  of  Influence  to  in¬ 
creafe  our  Difcredit  and  the  Minifterial  Difpleafure. 
Hence,  Sir,  I  have  not  the  Vanity  to  hope,  that 
•  if  we  cannot  now  fucceed  in  removing  the  Preju¬ 
dices  occafioned  by  Proprietary  Mifreprefentations, 
we  ever  fliall  fee  the  Day,  while  the  Powers  of 
Go /eminent  are  united  with  immenfe  Property, 
tn.it  I  iopnetary  Influence  or  IVliniiLenal  Prejudices 
againft  us  will  ceafe.  But  I  much  fear  a  little 
IJme  will  fhevv  us  in  the  ridiculous  Light  that 
Horace  flhews  his  Clown,  cc  who  meeting  a  River 
“  in  his  Road,  fit  down  on  the  Bank  to^wait  till 
46  the  Stream  fhould  pafs  him.53 

Rufticus  exfpccfat  dum  defluat  amnis  :  at  ille 
Labitur  \  et  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  #vum. 

The  Gentleman  further  proceeds  in  his  Poffibili- 
ties  and  Conjectures  (for  of  them  and  of  his 
Doubts  his  Piece  is  entirely  compofed)  and  has 
attempted  to  point  out  the  Time  when  he  would 
advife  the  Prolecution  of  the  Meafure  refolved  on 

- The  Time  “  may  come  (fays  he)  when  the 

W eight  of  this  Government  may  grow  too  heavy 
for  the  Shoulder  of  a  Subject  \  at  lead  too 
v6  heavy  for  a  Woman  or  an  Infant.^— This  Houfe 

would 
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v/ould  have  been  obliged  to  him,  had  he  pointed 
out  when  thefe  may -be* s  will  come  to  pais.  And 
does  he  advife  us  then  to  fubmit  to  our  pi  Gent 
State  of  Thraldom  andlnfecurity,  until  the  Gcvem- 
ment  may  grow  too  heavy  tor  the  Proprietaries  * 

_ Were  I,  with  the  Gentleman,  obliged  to  ufe 

iuch  flimfy  Arguments,  for  want  or  bettei,  f 
might  reply,  this  Time  may  never  happen  and 
thus  oppofe  Foffibility  with  Poffibility.  But,  Sii, 

I  am  not  reduced  to  this  lad  Neceffity  :  I  have 
evident  Reafons  to  offer,  why  it  will  not  happen* 

_ Will  not  Proprietary  Wealth  and  Influence 

daily  increafe  with  the  Weight  of  the  Government, 
in  the  fame,  if  not  a  greater  Proportion  ?--- The 
Weight  of  Government  cannot  be  increafed  but 
by  an  additional  Number  of  Inhabitants.— An  In¬ 
creafe  of  People  muff  neceffiirily  accumulate  the 
Proprietaries  Revenues  and  Eftate. — An  Increafe 
of  Wealth  will  produce  an  Increafe  of  Power  and 
Influence  *,  and  thefe  will  confequently  increafe  the 
Breadth  of  the  Proprietary’s  Shoulders,  and  ever 
enable  him  the  better  to  bear  the  Weight  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  procuring  more  Affiftance  and  Support* 

✓ 

But  cc  this  Government  may  be  too  heavy  at 
*c  leaft  for  a  Woman  or  an  Infant.”  But  how 
long  are  we  to  wait  for  thefe  fortunate  Periods?— 
Future  Generations  may  expert  them  in  vain-,  and 
what  will  become  of  all  that  the  Good  and  Vir¬ 
tuous  in  the  mean  time  hold  dear  and  valuable  ? 

- Mr.  T.  Penn  may  die — and  what  then  •? 

Richard  is  alive. — But  he  may  die. — But  has  he 
no  Heirs  r— He  has  feveral  of  Age,  full  of  Health 
and  Vigour,  and  as  likely  to  live  as  mod  Men.  But 
they  may  all  die,  unmarried,  and  without  Iffue.  Will 
not  there  yet  remain  the  Children  of  T.  Penn  ? — 
But  they  and  every  of  them  may  alfo  die  without 
Iffue-,  and  in  fnch  Cafe,  the  Government  muff 
devolve  on  the  Widow  of  feme  of  them.  Is  this 

I  2  what 
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what  the  Gentleman  means  ?  for  he  has  not  ex- 
plained  himfelf.  If  I  am  wrong*,  it  is  his  Fault 

i »  »  jf**  i  all  thefe  glaring  Improbabi¬ 

lities,  fcarcely  Poffibilities,  fhall  happen,  then  it 
fee  ms  is  the  proper  Fime  for  a  Change. 

I  con&fs  I  cannot  difeover  the  Force  of  this 
Mode  of  Reafonmg  •,  but  perhaps  his  own  Mode 
may  convince  the  Gentleman,  and  therefore  for 
once  I  will  ufe  it.  Is  it  not  more  than  probable 
tms  Woman  may  have  as  much,  if  not  more.  Art, 
Cunning,  and  Influence,  than  our  prefent  Proprieta¬ 
ries  ?  May  fhe  not  marry  a  Perfon  of  equal  Weio-ht, 

and  fuperior  Diftinftion  ? - How  then  can  this 

Period,  fhould  it  ever  arrive,  be  more  proper  than 
the  prefent  ? — Proprietary  Wealth  and  Influence 
will  be  increafed,  and  therefore  the  Thing  more 
difficult,  and  or  Courfe  the  Time  more  improper. 


But,  Sir,  if  thofe  Poflibiiities  fhould  not  happen, 
we  are  to  wait  till  all  the  Male  Part  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Family  arrived  at  Age,  fave  one,  fhall 
aie,  and  the  Powers  of  Government  fhall  de¬ 
volve  on  an  Infant. — I  own,  Sir,  this  Period 
leems  as  diftant  and  improbable  as  the  other.  But 
when  it  arrives,  how  is  the  Change  to  be  effedted  ? 
Here  the  Gentleman  is  again  defective  in  Expla¬ 
nation.  Is  it  to  be  by  a  violent  Refumption  on  the 
1  art  of  the  Crown,  without  the  Content  of  the 
Infant  ?  for  he  cannot  confent.  If  fb,  our  Privi¬ 
leges  will  be  loft  in  the  Confufion  and  Violence 


with  the  Government. — Is  it  to  be  done  by  a  Suit 
in  Chancery,  to  enforce  a  fpecific  Performance  of 
the  fubfifling  Contract  between  the  firft  Proprietor 
and  the  Crown  ?  A  Court  of  Chancery  cannot  make 
a  final  Decree  in  any  Cafe  again  ft  an  Infant  till  he 
is  of  Age.  Is  it  to  be  by  a  Parliamentary  En¬ 
quiry,  and  an  Act  of  the  Britijh  Legiflature,  in 
Confequence  of  fucii  an  Enquiry  ?  If  it  is,  the 
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Rights  of  the  People  may  be  involved  in  the  En¬ 
quiry,  which  the  Mode  intended  by  the  Houfe  is 
calculated  to  avoid.  Hence,  Sir,  it  appears,  that 
this  Period  of  all  others  will  be  attended  with  moft 
Difficulty  to  the  Crown,  and  Danger  to  the  Pri¬ 
vileges  we  wifh  to  have  reftored  from  the  Bonds 
of  Proprietary  Captivity. 

Again,  it  is  contended,  “  that  the  Proprietary 
“  Family  may  be  fo  circumftanced,  as  to  be  will- 
“  ino-  to  accept  of  fuch  an  Equivalent  for  the 
“  Government  from  the  Crown  as  the  Crown  may 
“  be  willing  to  give.”  What  thefe  Circumftances 
are  remains  alfo  a  Secret  to  be  unfolded.  I  con¬ 
clude,  Sir,  for  I  can  think  of  no  others,  that  they 
are  when  the  Government  fnall  be  become  of  ten 
times  greater  Value  than  at  prefent,  and  when  the 
Eftate  of  the  Proprietary  Family  ffiall  be  increafed 
in  a  ten-fold  Proportion  to  what  it  is  now.  But 
can  the  Gentleman  tell  us  why  they  may  not  poi- 
fibly  be  now  willing  to  accept  luch  an  Equivalent  ? 

# 

At  any  of  thefe  Times  we  are  told,  44  this  Pro- 
«  vince  may  plead  the  Caufe  of  her  Privileges 
44  with  oreater  Freedom,  and  with  greater  Proba- 
44  bility  of  Succels  than  at  prefent. — The  Royal 
44  Grant,  the  Charter  founded  upon  it,  the  pub- 
44  lick  Faith  pledged  to  the  Adventurers,  &c.  &c. 
44  may  be  all  properly  infilled  on.” — I  Ihould  be 
glad  to  learn  why  thefe  Things  may  not  now  be 
pleaded  with  equal  Freedom  and  Succefs. — Will 
it  be  indecent  to  lay  a  true  State  of  Rafts  before 
his  Majefty  and  Miniftry  ? — Will  it  be  treafonable 
to  inform  them — That  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Pre- 
deceffors,  to  encourage  the  Extenlion  of  their  Do¬ 
minions,  granted  certain  Privileges  to  the  firft  Ad¬ 
venturers —  That  thofe  Privileges  were  enlarged 
by  the  firft  Proprietor — That  the  Privileges  thus 

enlarged 
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enlarged  were  ratified  and  confirmed  bv  the  Crown 
-That  the  Royal  Faith  was  pledged  Is  a  W 
nty  for  the  Enjoyment  of  them— That  in  Confe- 
quence  of  thefe  Grants  his  Britijh  Dominions  have 
been  greatly  extended,  and  the  Englifih  Nation  be¬ 
nefited —  That  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Pro- 
pi  ietai  ies  and  Sons  of  the  firft  Grantee,  actuated 
by  Motives  of  private  Intereft  only,  and  in  Viola¬ 
tion  ol  the  Royal  Paith  thus  plighted,  had  fo 
highly  prefumed,  as  arbitrarily  to  ufurp  and  dif- 
folve  the  molt  valuable  of  thofe  Rights — That 
thefe  Things  had  created  fo  great  Difrefpeft  and' 
Contempt  for  a  Proprietary  Government,  that  there 
was.  no  ionger  any  Security  under  it ;  whence  his 
Majefty's  good  Subjefts  were  not  only  deprived  of 
thofe  invaluable  Bleffings  fo  fully  granted  and 
confirmed  to  tnem,  but  that  all  Government  was 
at  an  End,  and  the  very  Defign  of  Society  de- 
ftroyed  ?.  And  therefore  to  intreat  his  Majefty  to 
reftore  his  good  Subjects  to  their  loft  Liberties  and 
freedom  thus  arbitrarily  ulurped,  by  leparating 
Proprietary  Power  from  Property,  and  by  refum¬ 
ing  the  Nomination  of  the  Governor  into  his  own 
Royal  Hands,  by  inforcing  a  fpecific  Performance 
or  a  Contract,  now  bona  fide  lubfifting  between 
him  and  the  Proprietaries.  This  is  a  true  State 
of  the  Faffs,  unperverted  and  not  mifreprefented. 
And  will  this.be,  as  the  Member  has  afierted, 
41  precluding  ourfelves  from  every  Office  of  de- 
“  cent  Duty  to  the  mod  excellent  of  Kings  ?” 
Will  this  be  treating  his  Majefty  with  Irreverence 
and  Difrefpeft  ? — This  or  tantamount  has  been 
done  to  the  moft  abfoiute  Monarch.  Can  a  Peo¬ 
ple  give  a  more  irrefragable  Demonftration  of  their 
Loyalty  and  Affeftion  for  their  Sovereign,  than  to 
petition  to  be  under  his  immediate  Care,  and  to  im¬ 
plore  his  immediate  Proteffion  ?  And  can  an  Ap¬ 
plication  like  this  be  difagrecable.  to  his  Majefty, 
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or  to  his  Miniftry,  fo  evidently  for  the  Advantage 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  Good  of  its  Subjects  ? 
No,  Sir,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Danger  or  Proba¬ 
bility  of  the  Member’s  Prediction  coming  to  pafs — 
That  all  will  be  imputed  to  a  “  fudden  PafTion 
46  and  Refentment  againft  the  Proprietors/5 

I  fhould  not.  Sir,  treat  the  Member  with  the 
Freedom  he  deferves,  if  I  did  not  affert  that  he 
has  wilfully  and  difingenuouffy  mif-fhated  in  more 
Parts  than  one  the  Ground  and  Caufe  of  this 
Petition  to  the  Crown.  He  has  reprefented  it  as 
arifing  only  from  our  differing  v/ith  the  Governor 
in  Sentiments,  on  the  Stipulation  refpeCting  the 
Proprietaries  located  and  uncultivated  Lands ;  and 
as  if  all  v/e  complained  of  was  not  of  more  Value 
than  two  or  three  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  for 
a  few  Years. — Nothing  can  be  more  unfair  and 
deftitute  of  Candor  : — And  nothing  more  evident 
of  the  higheft  Inattention  and  Indifcretion,  than 
to  appeal  to  “  our  Refolves,55  fo  full  of  different 
Aggrievances,  to  Support  this  Representation.  Tho* 
this  Aggrievance,  Sir,  itfelf  is  a  Thing  extremely 
unjuft,  and  what  a  free  People  muff;  with  great 
ReluCtance  yield  to  •,  arid  yet,  was  this  all,  I  am 
confident  this  Houfe  would  give  up  fuch  a.  Sum, 
and  an  hundred-fold  added,  to  reftore  our  Con¬ 
diments  to  their  loft  Liberty.  But  this  is  not  the 
Burden  of  our  Complaints  and  our  Oppreflions. — 
They  are  Things  that  affeft  the  very  Exiftence  of 
our  Privileges  and  Safety.  The  very  Refolves  he 
appeals  to  muft,  when  they  are  considered,  cover 
him  with  Confufion.  It  is  arbitrary  Proprietary 
Inftrudions  enforced  on  our  Governors,  in  manifeft 
Violation  of  the  Royal  Grant,  fubverfive  of  the 
Powers  of  Legislature,  our  firft  and  moft  eflen- 
tial  Privilege,  we  complain  of.  Inftruftions  that 
prevent  our  Shewing  a  chearful  Obedience  to 

the 
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the  Royal  Orders,  and  our  Loyalty  and  Affection 
to  the  beft  of  Sovereigns. — Inftru&ions  that  pre 
vent  our  affording  that  Protection  to  the  People 
committed  to  our  Care,  which  it  is  our  Duty  to 
give,  and  their  Right  to  receive— Inftrudtions 
y/mch  prevent  our  paffmg  any  falutary  Regulations 

lor  tne  publick  Safety  or  the  People’s  Benefit. _ 

To  which  ihould  we  lubmit  in  Part,  we  fhall  foon 
oe  obliged  to  give  up  the  Whole,  and  be  reduced 
to  the  lervile  Condition  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris , 

or  oi  the  worft  of  Slaves  of  the  mod  abfolute 
Monarch. 

We  further  complain,  That  the  Increafe  of 
public v.  Houles  to  an  enormous  Degree,  merely 
to  augment  trie  Income  of  the  Proprietaries  De¬ 
puty,  has  corrupted  the  Morals  of  the  People,  to 
tne  gieat  Scandal  oi  Religion  and  Government; 
has  enervated  and  untimely  deftroyed  Numbers 
of  his  Majefty’s  Subjedts,  whereby  the  People  are 
dimimfhed,  and  the  Government  weakened ;  and 
that  all  our  reafonable  Bills  which  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  Proprietary  Governors  for  a  Redrefs,  have 
been  continually  refuted,  from  IVIotives  of  private 
Intereft,  and  Proprietary  Inftrudtions. 

I  hat  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People 
are  rendered  precarious,  and  dependent  on  the 
Will  of  the  Proprietaries,  by  their  infilling  on 
the  Nomination  of  the  judges  during  their  Piea- 
iure,  who  are  to  determine  all  Caufes  b etween 
rhem  and  their  Tenants,  the  good  People  of  this 
Province. 

£  hat  no  Military  Force  can  be  obtained  for 
cne  Protection  of  the  Subjedt  from  internal  Tu¬ 
mults  and  Infurredtions  at  home,  or  from  the  com¬ 
mon  Enemy  abroad,  but  upon  Terms  the  molt 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary  and  unjuft,  that  will  furrender  both  th$ 
Lives  and  Properties  of  the  People  to  the  Will 
and  Mercy  of  the  Proprietaries  and  their  De¬ 
puties. 

Thefe  intolerable  Mifchiefs,  with  a  Multitude 
of  others  well  known  to  this  Houfe,  all  arifing 
from  the  Nature  of  Proprietary  Intereft  and  Go¬ 
vernment,  are  the  true  Caufes  of  our  Petition  to 
the  Crown.  Mifchiefs  which  are  daily  increafing, 
and  will  continue  fo  to  do,  while  Power  and  Pro¬ 
perty  remain  in  the  fame  rfands,  and  which  will 
foon,  unlefs  lpeedily  remedied,  reduce  this  poor 
Province  to  a  Condition  infinitely  worfe  than  any 
ot  the  Royal  Governments  in  America ,  fo  much 
decried  by  the  Gentleman,  and  the  People  to  a 
State  little  better  than  abfolute  Slavery.  In  thole 
Governments  none  of  thefe  Mifchiefs  exift.  We 
find  in  them  a  full  Freedom  and  Power  of  Le¬ 
gation  No  Obftruftions  to  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  a  perfeft  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  no  le- 
gally-eftablifhed  Source  of  Vice  and  Immorality, 
and  a  fufficient  Protection  againft  all  Tumults,  In- 
furreftions,  and  Invafions.— —  Why  then  fhould  we 
dread  a  Change,  even  iuppofing  all  his  chimerical 
tears  fhould  prove  abfolute  Realities  ? 


* 

Let  us  fuppofe,  fays  the  Gentleman,  that  his 
Majefty  will  not  accept  of  the  Government, 
dogged  as  it  will  be  faic!  with  Privileges  incon- 
liftent  with  the  Royal  Rights.— I  cannot  think 
vvith  him  this  Supposition  is  reafonable  :  But  fup¬ 
pofe  it  reafonable,  the  worft  Confequence  is,  that 
we  mu  ft  then  remain  where  he  would  have  us  re¬ 
gain,  yet  longer  in  our  prefent  Situation  ;  for  the 
Crown  cannot  take  our  Privileges  from  us  without 
an  Ad  of  Parliament.  But  were  it  in  his  Majefty’s 
Power  to  deprive  us  of  our  Rights,  he  would  cer 
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tainly  refleft,  that  thofe  Privileges,  whatever  they 
are,  were  granted  and  ratified  by  his  Royal  Prede- 
ceffors  :• — That  they  are  the  Purchafe  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  never  yet  forfeited  :  —  That  it  will  be  an  Aft 
of  Injuftice,  and  Violation  of  the  Royal  Faith,  to 
refume  them  without  the  Affent  of  the  Owners : — 
That  fuch  Refumptioti  will  deeply  affect  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Nation,  and  wife  Policy  of  fettling  the 
extenfive  newly- acquired  Dominions.  And  has 
his  Majefty  lefs  Juftice  and  Goodneis  of  Heart 
than  his  Royal  Predeceffors,  who  granted  and  con¬ 
firmed  thefe  Privileges  ?  Will  he  violate  their  Co¬ 
venants  and  Afts,  which  remain  in  full  Force  and 
Virtue  ?  Or  has  he  lefs  Wifdom,  and  will  there¬ 
fore  damp  the  new  Settlements  intended  of  his 
now  more  than  ever  extenfive  Dominions,  for  the 
fake  of  depriving  an  affeftionate  People  of  a  few 
Privileges  moil  folemnly  granted  and  confirmed 
to  them? 


The  Gentleman  thinks  “  the  Petitions  from  the 
“  People  to  the  Crown,  which  have  been  laid 
“  before  the  Houfe,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other 
“  Light  than  a  Surrender  of  the  Charter.”  I  am 
at  a  Lois,  Sir,  to  know  what  Idea  he  fixes  to  the 
Word  furrender.  It  imports  fome  Aft  of  yielding 
up  fomething  we  are  in  Pofleffion  of ;  but  no 
Words  of  that  Import  are  to  be  found  in  the  Pe¬ 
titions.  The  former  Part  ot  them  mentions  the 
Mifchiefs  and  Aggrievances  the  People  labour  un¬ 
der  in  the  prefent  Form  of  Government,  arifing 
from  the  Nature  of  that  Government.  And  in 
the  Conclufion  makes  the  very  Defign  and  End  of 
Petitioning,  the  Enjoyment  of  thofe  “  Privileges 
<c  gran  ted  them  by  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Prede- 
ct  ccffors,  freed  from  the  Inconveniencies  incident 
tc  to  Proprietary  Governments  and  not  a  Word, 

ontained  in  them  that  the  Pe¬ 
titioners 


A.  « 

nor  even  a  I  lint,  is 


titioners  would  furrender,  or  even  wave  them.— 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  Petitions  cannot  be  con- 
ftrued  into  a  Surrender  by  the  moft  tortured  In¬ 
terpretation,  and  without  violating  the  Woids,  the 
Senfe,  the  very  End  and  Defign  of  them  ;  and 
that  this  will  be  done,  either  by  his  Majefty  or  his 
Miniftry,  the  Opinion  I  entertain  ot  their  Juftice 
forbids  me  to  fuppofe.  And  therefore  I  ftiall  leave 
this  invidious  Reflection  on  his  Majefty  and  his 
Servants  to  be  nurfed  and  propagated  by  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  has  fo  freely  published  it. 

To  anfwer  particularly  all  the  fuppofititious 
Reafons  and  conjectural  Arguments  that  have 
been  offered  by  the  Gentleman,  to  prove  that  his 
Majefty  and  Miniftry  will  aft  with  Violence,  and 
defert  the  Principles  of  Juftice  and  Law  to  take 
away  our  Rights  without  our  Confent,  would  be 
taking  up  your  Time  very  unneceffarily.  Ihefe 
Refleftions,*  fo  groundlefly  bellowed  on  them  with 
fo  little  Decency  and  Referve,  mull  in  every  loyal 
Breaft  create  Difguft  againft  the  Author,  not  a 
Fear  of  becoming  his  Majefty’s  immediate  Sub- 
lefts. — And  as  to  the  Miniftry,  whatever  Opinion 
has  been  entertained  of  a  former  one,  the  prefent 
is  compofed  of  many  different  Members,  who  are 
now  under  the  Influence  of  the  bcft  of  Sovereigns. 

* — We  have  made  no  Appeals  to  them  : — We  have 
had  no  Experience  of  their  Injuftice. — But  fhould 
they  be  regardlefs  of  Juftice,  fhould  they  incline 
to  deprive  us  of  our  Liberties  againft  our  Confent, 
we  have  the  Satisfaction  to  know  with  indifputable 
Certainty  that  they  cannot,  unlels  a  Britijh  Parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  ratify  their  Injuftice* 

Our  Privileges  do  not  depend  on  a  Proprietary 
Charter  : — They  are  all  confirmed  by  the  Laws  of 
this  Province  ^  thole  Liaws  have  received  the  Royal¬ 
ly  2  Appro-- 
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Approbation,  and  are  become  thereby  of  equal 
Solidity  with  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  and  therefore 
they  cannot  be  repealed  by  any  Power  but  that  of 
tlie  king,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

And  have  ,we  not  here.  Sir,  all  the  Security 
Reaion  can  defire,  that  our  Privileges  thus  fd- 
lemnly  conhrmed,  and  never  forfeited,  will  be 
pie.eived  on  a  Change  ?  I  agree  we  have  not.  if 
we  implicitly  believe  the  prophetical  Conjectures  of 
f  ais  Gentleman  :  ‘j  For  (lays  he)  this  Affair  is  laid 
before  tire  Parliament,  the  Defires  of  the  Mi- 
“  .mftry  are  infinuated,  the  Rights  of  the  Crown 
v  indicated,  and  an  A.Ct  panes  to  deliver  us  ni 
“  once  Com  the  Government  of  Proprietors  and 
“  the  Privileges  we  enjoy.”  Is  not  this  an  amaz- 
ing  S^ppofition,  contradicted  by  Reafon  and  Ex- 
puience  :  Is  not  tms  a  molt  indecent  Redact  ion 
on  a  Britifb  Parliament  ? — I  fhuclder  at  the  Ex¬ 
planation  •,  but  it  is  neceflary. — According  to  this 
jL'oCtnne,  Sn,  tlie  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
are  the  fertile  Dupes  of  the  Miniftry.  Without 
Confideration,  without  the  leaft  Reafon,  in  an  In¬ 
fant  a  Law  pafies  the  whole  Britijh  Parliament, 
at  the  Defire  of  the^  Miniftry,  to  blaft  our  Liber¬ 
ties.  Tne  Royal  Faith  pledged  to  the  Subjebt  is 
violated  by  Royalty  itfelf,— and  private  Injuitice 
is  done  by  the  wifeft  Legiflature  in  the  World,  re¬ 
nowned  for  their.  Juftice  in  all  Nations. 

_  A  Suppofvtion  fo  invidious,  fo  deftruclive  of 
the  publick  Reputation  of  the  Britijh  Govern- 
rneut,  cannot  gain  Credit  with  tlie  inoft  credulous. 
Many  Inftances  might  be  produced,  wherein  that 
honourable  Body  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  have  re¬ 
jected  the  unjuft  Attempts  of  particular  Minifters 
on  the  Liberties  of  America.  I  v\  ill  mention  two.- — In 
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the  Year  1718,  influenced  by  Mifreprefentations, 
there  was  an  Attempt  to  enforce  Royal  Inftruc- 
tions  on  the  Governors  and  Aftemblies  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  as  Laws  *,  but  the  latter  conceiving  them 
inconfiftent  and  deftru&ive  of  their  Powers  of  Le- 
giflation,  did  not  pay  that  Regard  to  them  that 
was  required.  Application  was  therefore  made  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  Law  to  give  them 
the  lame  Force  with  an  Ad  of  Parliament — But 
that  Body  thought  it  extremely  unjuft,  as  it  really 
was,  to  deprive  Britijh  Subjeds  of  thofe  Privileges 
which  had  been  granted  to  them,  and  under  which 
they  had  fettled,— and  rejeded  the  Application. — 
In  the  Year  1748,  the  like  Attempt  was  again 
made,  and  it  met  with  the  fame  Fate  and  Succefs. 
Thus,  Sir,  we  fee  a  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  Guardians  of  Britijh  Liberties,  have  not  been 
found,  on  Experience,  fo  loft  to  juftice  and  pub- 
lick  Faith  as  has  been  reprefented. — And  we  have 
no  Reafon  to  believe  they  are  now  grown  more 
corrupt,  or  lefs  virtuous. 

And,  Sir,  fhould  an  Application  be  made  to 
Parliament  to  new  model  our  Conftitution,  when 
it  is  found  that  illegal  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  dif¬ 
annulling  tiie  Powers  of  Legiflation,  contrary  to 
the  Privileges  granted  by  the  Royal  Charter,  is 
one  of  the  Caufes  of  our  Petition  ;  that  thefe 
Inftrudions  have  been  the  foie  Impediments  to  his 
Majefty’s  Meafures,  and  the  Protedion  of  his  Co¬ 
lonies,  will  they  not  juftify  the  Legiflature  that 
oppofed  them  ? — Will  they  not  countenance  a 
Conduct  io  fimilar  to  their  own  ? —  Will  they  re- 
fufe  enforcing  the  Inftrudions  of  the  Crown,  as  a 
Thing  illegal,  unjuft,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
Rights  of  the  Freemen  of  America,  and  yet  approve 
and  enforce  the  Inftrudions  of  private  Subjeds, 
founded  on  an  unjuft  Attachment  to  their'  own 

private 
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private  Intereft  ?  The  Abllirdity,  Sir,  is  too  far¬ 
ing  to  admit  of  a  Suppofition.  ° 

r  '  m  Jf  • 

But  further,  to  paint  out  Royal  and  Ministerial 
Injuftice  in  the  blacked:  Colours,  and  to  aggravate 
the  dreadful  Confequences  we  are  to  expeft  from 
it,  the  Gentleman  affirms,  that  “  we  find,  during 
“  die  late  War,  every  Point  in  which  the  Proprie- 
“  taries  thought  fit  to  make  any  Oppofition  de- 
“  cided  againfl  us.”~  Here,  Sir,  the  Gentleman 
has  wandered  widely  from  the  Fafts.  In  the  Year 
*759?  die  Time  he  alludes  to,  nineteen  Acts  paffed 
by  this  Legislature  were  prefented  for  the  Royal 
Approbation ;  thirteen  of  them  were  confirmed, 
though  five  of  the  thirteen  were  warmly  oppoled 
by  the  Proprietaries,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  Royal 
Prerogatives. 

They  earneftly  contended  that  the  Nomination 
of  Commifiioners,  in  Supply  Bills,  to  difpofe  of  the 
publick  Money,  was  an  invafion  of  his  “  Ma- 
€C  jefty’s  Prerogatives,  and  the  Power  and  Privi- 
cc  leges  vefted  in  them  by  the  Royal  Charter 
and  yet  this  important  Point  was  determined  in 
our  Favour,  though  contrary  to  the  Praftice  of 
Ages  in  our  Mother  Country,  where  all  the 
publick  Monies  are  difpofed  of  by  the  Crown 
alone. 

They  oppofed,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  the  Con¬ 
firmation  of  the  Law  to  prevent  the  Exportation; 
of  bad  and  unmerchantable  Staves,  GT.  becaufe 
their  Deputy-Governor  had  not  the  Nomination 
ot  the  Officer  to  put  the  Aft  in  Execution ;  and 
yet  this  Aft  was  confirmed  and  approved  'by  the 
Crown. 
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'X'he  Aft  to  prevent  the  Exportation  ot  unmet  - 
charitable  Bread  and  Flour  was  oppofed  on  the 
lame  Principle,  but  with  as  little  Success  on  the 
Part  of  the  Proprietaries. 

Thefe,  with  many  other  Points  too  tedious  to 
enumerate,  were  oppofed  with  all  the  Proprietary 
Power  and  Influence  before  the  Mimitry,  and 
yet,  Sir,  the  Affembly  fucceeded,  and  Juftice  was 
done  the  People  of  P otnjylvciYtuz.  After  theie  irre 
frao-able  Proofs  of  Royal  and  Minifterial  Juftice, 
if  They  fhould  not  fucceed  in  prevailing  on  the 
Gentleman  to  alter  his  Sentiments  and  free  Me¬ 
thod  of  cenfuring  them,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that 
they  will  at  leaft  wipe  away  theie  groundleis  t  eai  s 
and  frightful  Apprehenfions  he  has  endeavoured 
to  inculcate  of  the  Lofs  of  our  Privileges  by  their 
unjuft  Meafures. 

'  I  do  not  expert,  upon  a  Change  of  Governors, 
that  a  perpetual  Calm  will  enfue,  or  that  no  Con- 
tefts  will  ever  arife  between  the  Ruler  and  the 

People. _ That  would  be  vain  indeed!  an  Ex- 

peftation  contradicted  by  evident  Experience  and 
the  very  Nature  of  human  Affairs.  But,  Sir, 
what  I  expett,  and  what  every  fenfible  Man  muft 
naturally  forefee,  is,  that  publick  Difputes  will 
be  very  rare  and  uncommon.  With  what  Eafe 
and  Expedition  was  the  publick  Bufinefs  and  his 
Majefty’s  important  Service  carried  on  during  the 
late  War  in  all  the  Royal  Governments  ? — -Not  a 
Difpute  or  Murmur  fubfifted  between  the  Go¬ 
vernors  and  the  Governed,  in  their  feveral  Legifla- 
tures.  But  in  the  two  only  Proprietary  Govern¬ 
ments  in  America,  Proprietary  Contefts  were  as 
conftant  and  certain  as  the  Meeting  of  their  Le- 
giflatures.  In  one,  his  Majefty’s  Meafures  for  the 
Protection  of  his  Colonies  received  little  or  no 

AiTiftance 
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Affiftance  at  all ;  in  the  other,  it  met  with  great 
and  pernicious  ObftruCtions.  From  whence  does 
this  Difference  between  Royal  and  Proprietary  Go¬ 
vernments  ipring? — From  whence  do  thefe  Mif- 
chiefs  arife  ?  I  appeal,  Sir,  to  the  Unbiaffed  and 
Impartial  whether  they  do  not  proceed  from  the 
veiy  Nature  of  Proprietary  Governments.— In  the 
former,  the  Ruler  has  no  finifter  Motive,  no  un- 
due  Bias  to  feduce  his  Attention  from  the  publick 
Weal,  and  the  Good  of  the  People.— But  in  the 
latter,  private  Intereft,  like  fome  reftlefs  Fiend,  is 
always^  alive,  is  ever  aftive  :  Active  in  perpetual 
Oppolition  to  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Colonv. 
Hence  it  is  that  inceflant  Contentions  muft  ever 
exift,  until  the  Spirit  ot  Liberty  is  worn  out,  and 
the  People,  fatigued  with  Controverfy  and  Op- 
preffion,  fhall  fervilely  fubmit  to  the  Will  and 
Pleafure  of  the  Proprietor.  From  thefe  Mifchiefs, 
not  to  be  avoided  under  our  prefent  Form  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  1  hope  to  be  one  of  the  happy  Inftru- 
ments  of  relieving  my  Country  by  the  Petition  for 
a  Change :  And  of  conducting  my  Fellow-Sub- 
je<fts  to  a  fecure  Flaven,  where,  though  a  Storm 
may  once  in  an  Age  arife,  they  fhall  remain  in 
Safety,  nor  dread  the  fatal  Rocks  of  Proprietar 
private  Intereft,  or  Proprietary  Influence* 

t 

Permit  me  next,  Sir,  to  attend  the  Gentleman 
in  his  Remarks  on  our  Privileges  ;  on  which  Head 
1  fhall  be  brief. 

“  We  here  enjoy  (we  are  told)  that  belt  and 
“  greateft  of  all  Rights,  a  perfebt  religious  Free- 

dom.” — So  do  all  Froteftants  in  every  Royal 
Government  under  his  Majelly. 


cc  Provincial  Commiflioners  difpofe  of  our  pub- 
tc  lick  Money.35 — So  they  do  in  Ncw-Torky  New ~ 

Jerfeyj 


/ 


r  -1  -  I' 

[  75  3 

Jerfey,  Virginia,  and  Carolina ;  and  fo  they  may 
in  every  other  Colony  on  the  Continent. 

“  The  Pofts  of  Honour  and  Profit  are  unfet- 
“  tered  with  Oaths  or  Tefts.” — The  People  of 
Jerfey  enjoy  the  fame  Privileges  as  to  Oaths  j  and 
in  my  Opinion  the  fame  might  be  obtained  in 
every  other  Government,  on  a  proper  Application  ;  . 

—And  as  to  a  Teft,  except  the  ufual  Teft  re¬ 
quired  by  Add  of  Parliament,  and  common  to  all 
the  King’s  Dominions,  fuch  a  Thing  is  not  known 
in  America ,  unlefs  impofed  by  the  Legiflature  of 
any  Colony. 

cc  Thofe  who  are  confcientioufiy  fcrupulous  of 
<c  taking  an  Oath  are  admitted  as  Witneffes  in 
“  criminal  Cafes.35 — Where  this  Scruple  is  rare  in 
Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  a  Go¬ 
vernment  may,  without  great  Inconvenience,  re- 
fufe  to  indulge  it  but  where  fo  great  a  Part  of 
the  People  as  in  Pennfylvania  are  fubjedt  to  it, 

Neceffity  will  oblige  a  Government  to  allow  an 
Affirmation  for  its  own  fake,  if  not  for  that  of  the 
Scrupulous,  as  otherwife  Juftice,  one  main  End 
of  Government,  could  not  be  obtained.  I  have 
never  feen  a  Calculation,  but  I  apprehend  the 
Numbers  in  this  Province  fcrupulous  in  this  Point 
may  be  juftly  computed  One  Third  of  the  People  : 

There  being  the  People  called  Quakers ,  the  Mo¬ 
ravians,  Menonijis ,  Dumpier s ,  and  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Irijh  and  Dutch  Prefbyterians,  who  have 
thofe  Doubts.  Should  they  be  deprived  of  the 
Privilege  of  an  Affirmation  in  lieu  of  an  Oath,  in 
all  Probability  one  Offender  out  of  three  in  every 
Kind  of  Crime  would  efcape  with  Impunity,  for 
want  of  Teftimony  to  convidt  the  Criminal.  For 
ffiould  one  of  thefe  People  be  robbed  akfne,  or 
Ihould  he  be  robbed  or  murdered  in  the  Pre- 
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fence  of  another  of  them,  the  Offender  muff 
eicape  the  Penalty  of  the  Law,  becaufe  the  Wit- 
nefs  cannot  fwear,  The  like  Inconvenience  to  the 
Public  muff  happen,  where  any  other  Perfon  is 
murdered  in  their  Prefence-,  to  the  great  En¬ 
couragement  of  Offenders,  and  the  Obftrudtion  of 
Juftice. — Hence,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  Danger, 
that  a  Colony,  thus  circumftanced,  will  ever  be 
deprived  of  this  Privilege : — Common  Policy,  in 
the  Adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  Safety  of 
the  People,  in  both  Life  and  Property,  forbid  it. 


cc  Our  Legislation  fuffers  no  Checks  from  a 
Council,  inftituted  in  fancied  Imitation  of  a 
u  Houfe  of  Lords.”  But,  Sir,  have  we  not  a 
Council  dependent  on  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  our 
OppreiTors,  infinitely  more  mifchievous  ?  And  is 
it  poffible,  that  the  Gentleman  is  fo  little  acquainted 
with  the  pernicious  Effects  of  Proprietary  In- 
ftrudions,  which  not  only  check,  but  deftroy,  the 
Powers  of  Legislation,  and  chain  down  the  Dis¬ 
cretion  of  both  Branches  fo  effedually,  as  to  make 
them  Cyphers  in  the  Conftitution  ?  Inftrudions 
which  render  them  the  Refemblance  of  the  French 
Parliament,  with  only  the  Power  of  forming  and 
regiftering  their  Mailer’s  Edicts— differing  only  in 
this  imbittering  Circumftance,  that  they  are  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  Edids  of  Royalty,  but  we  to  thofe 
of  private  Men,  no  ways  fuperior  to  us  in  Birth, 
Education,  Merit,  or  Dignity. 


“  By  the  Right  of  Sitting  on  our  own  Adjourn- 
■“  rnents,  we  are  fecure  of  meeting  when  the 
u  public  Good  requires  it/"  But,  Sir,  let  me  afk, 
what  c<*  Public  Good,”  what  Service  to  our  Coun¬ 
try  can  we  do,  when  Proprietary  Inftrucuons,  and 
Proprietary  private  In tereft,  is  to  enflave  our  Judg¬ 
ments,  and  to  rule  in  our  Council'  ? — Has  not  loner 

Experience 


Experience  taught  us,  that  we  mtift  fit  Month 
after  Month,  fpending  and  wafting  our  Conftituents 
Money,  fruitlefs  and  ineffectual In  fhort,  Sir, 
thefe  Privileges  of  L'egifiature,  with  that  of  our 
annual  Eleftions,  of  which  the  Gentleman  fo  much 
boafts,  are  all  fwallowed  up  and  facrificed  at  the 
Shrine  of  Proprietary  Inftrudtions,  and  the  Meal  arcs 
of  Power.  d  hey  are  now,  Sir,  but  Ideal  Sha¬ 
dows,  and  chimerical  Notions. 


Under  thefe  unfortunate  Circumftances,  ariling 
entirely  from  Proprietary  Government,  what  Man 
that  ever  tailed  of  the  Sweets  of  Liberty,  that 
has  the  leaft  Idea  of  Freedom  remaining,  can  lay 
his  Hand  on  his  Heart,  and  dare  whifper  the 
Afiertion,  that  we  “  peaceably  and  fully  enjoy  our 
<c  Rights  and  Privileges.”  Surely,  Sir,  no  greater 
Miftake  was  ever  affirmed,  than  that  cc  they  are 
u  fafe  now*”  and  no  Truth  more  evident  than 
that  were  we  to  lole  all  our  Charter  Privileges, 
and  only  enjoy  thofe  of  the  Royal  Governments, 
our  Situation  then  would  be  -infinitely  preferable 
to  our  prelent  State. 


But,  Sir,  we  are  told,  fome  of  thefe  Privileges 
are  contrary  to  the  fettled  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  and  therefore  will  be  refumed  on  an  Ap¬ 
plication  for  a  Change.— I  know  of  but  one  of 
them  that  is  fo,  which  is  that  of  Sitting  on  our 
own  Adjournments,  without  a  Power  in  the  Gover¬ 
nor  to  prorogue  or  difiblve  us  *,  and  I  have  already 
fliewn  that  the  King  and  Miniftry  cannot  refume 
it  without  the  Aid  of  Parliament,  and,  Sir,  I  am 
confident,  their  Juftice  and  Policy  will  everfecure 
to  us  Privileges  which  we  have  dearly  bought  and 
never  forfeited,  and  which  are  as  much  our  Right 

j 

as  the  Money  in  our  Pockets,  or  any  other  Property 
we  enjoy. 

Again, 
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Again,  the  Gentleman  conjectures,  that  the 
Members  of  the  .  eftablifhed  Church  will  be  very 
aciive  in  this  Affair,  and  will  exert  themfelves  to 
deprive  the  Diflenters  of  their  religious  Rights  and 
Freedom. — For  my  Part  I  chearfully  confefs,  I 
entertain  a  very  different  Opinion  of  their  Mode¬ 
ration  and  Benevolence. — Gratitude  to  that  Church, 
wnicli  has  fo  long  held  the  Helm  of  Power, 
which  has  had,  without  ufing  them,  fo  many  Op¬ 
portunities  of  opprefling  the  DifleAters,  forbids 

me  to  entertain  fo  malevolent  an  Idea  of  them. _ 

In  lie  ad  of  oppreffmg  them,  they  have,  in  many 
Inftances,  been  extending  their  Rights  and  in¬ 
creasing  their  Privileges,  ever  fince  the  Revolution. 
—In  the  Cafe  of  Carolina ,  when  both  Proprieta¬ 
ries  and  People  petitioned  for  a  Change,  no  fuch 
violent  Meafures  were  profecuted,  either  by  the 
King,  the  Miniftry,  the  Parliament,  or  the  Church 
or  England . — His  Majefty  and  Miniftry  did  not 
attempt  to  alter  the  Laws,  or  vary  the  Conftitution. 
—  Phe  Matter  was  laid  before  the  Parliament, 
and  fuch  was  their  Juftice,  which  has  been  fo  much 
oppugned  and  traduced,  that  they  did  not  make 
the  leaft  Alteration,  but  granted  his  Majefty  the 
Suhi  required  to  purchafe  the  Government  and 
foil. —  fery  fimilar  were  the  Circumftances  of 
that  Government  at  that  Time  to  thofe  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  now. — A  Savage  Enemy,  united  with 
the  Spaniards,  were  invading  their  Frontiers,  the 
People  wanted  Protection,  and  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vice  was  obftrufted  by  Proprietary  Meafures  and 
Interefts. — The  Colony  was  fettled  principally  by 
Per  ions  of  the  eftablillied  Church,  more  than 
fufficient  to  fill  all  the  Offices  of  Government  j 
and  yet,  Sir,  fo  far  Was  the  Royal  Juftice,  or  Mi- 
nifterial  Defigns,  from  depriving  the  Diffenters  of 
their  Liberties,  that  immediately  on  the  Change 
they  repealed  the  only  Law  of  the  Province,  im- 

pofing 
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poling  a  Teft  on  Diffenters,  or  that  a  Reeled  their 
Liberties. — After  this  fo  late  an  Inftance  of  Royal 
and  Minifterial  Goodnefs,  what  have  .we  to  fear 
front  our  Petition  ? — Are  we  to  be  intimidated, 
and  frighten’d  from  purfuing  the  only  Meafure 
that  can  fave  our  Privileges,  by  fuch  wild  Con¬ 
jectures,  fuch  imaginary  Poffibilities  ? 

The  Gentleman’s  Knowledge  and  Forefighr, 
carries  him  ftill  further.— -For  he  not  only  under¬ 
takes  to  fortell  the  Aftions,  but  {peaks  the  very 
Words  of  the  Parliament,  when  this  Affair  {hail 
come  before  them.  He  intimates,  that  they  will 
fay,  “  Any  Indulgences  lliewn  to  the  Colonies 

heretofore,  were  like  the  Indulgences  of  Parents 
“  to  their  Infants.  They  ought  to  ceafc  with  that 
“  tender  AgeP  Did  they  fay  or  aft  in  this.  Man¬ 
ner,  on  any  of  the  antecedent  Changes  from  Pro¬ 
prietary.  to  Royal  Governments. — A  Charge  this, 
full  of  the  higheft  Indigriity  and  Affront !  And 
will  that  wife  Body  countenance  fuch  arrant  De¬ 
ception,  fuch  unparalleled  Fraud. — They  have  not, 
they  will  not. — This  is  the  iecond  Time  i  have 
feen  this  Doftrine  publifhed  in  Pennfylvania.  I 
hope  I  may  never  fee  it  again.  It  never  took  its 
Origin,  nor  ever  was  thought  of  in  our  Mother 
Country.  The  Author  of  the  Brief  State ,  that 
common  Enemy  to  the  Liberties  of  America ,  built 
his'  flavifh  Superftrufture  for  depriving  her  of  her 
Privileges  upon  this  Principle.  The  Crown,  Sir, 
in  1 68 1,  with  this  foie  View,  to  fettle  this  Colony, 
and  to  extend  the  Commerce  of  the  Nation, 
granted  to  our  Anceftors  the  Privileges  we  ought 
now  to  e'njoy.  Thofe  good  People  left  their 
Mother  Country,  and  every  focial  Connection, 
and  with  infinite  Toil,  Expence,  and  Danger,  nn- 
affifted  by  the  Crown,  fettled  this  remote  Wilder- 
nefs,  to  the  great  Increafe  of  the  national  Com¬ 
merce  : 
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nierce .  and  thus  have  fulfilled  their  Contract 
With  the  utmoft  Punctuality  on  their  Parts  A  r 
firft.  Sir,  our  Privileges  were  of  little  Value  •’  they 
could  be  fcarcely  exercifed  or  enjoyed.— And  now 
we  are  arrived  at  a  Capacity  to  enjoy  them,  will 
oui  Mother  Country  retain  the  Benefit  of  our  La¬ 
bour,  and  deprive  us  of  the  Confideration.— Ho¬ 
nour,  Reafon,  Juftice,  Virtue,  forbid  it.  Let  me 
fuppofe,  by  Way  of  Illuftration,  that  a  Father 
'e“ds_  his  Son  into  a  dillant  Country,  to  perform 
for  him  fome  efiential  Service :  And  he  grants  him 
a  Confideration,  which  he  is  to  have  for  the  Per¬ 
formance.  The  Son  performs  the  Service  with 
great  Toil  and  Danger,  and  at  his  own  Expence. 
But  when  he  fhould  enjoy-  the  Reward  of  his  Fa¬ 
tigue,  his  Parent  arbitrarily  deprives  him  of  the 
Confideration.  What  Words,  Sir,  jfhall  we  find 
m  any  Language,  to  defcribe  the  Idea  of  a  Con¬ 
duct  fo  bale  and  fraudulent  ? — And  how  oround- 
lefs  and  affrontive  mult  fuch  an  Imputation  be  to  a 
Britijh  Parliament  ? 

Our  Right  to  petition  for  a  Change  calls  next 
for  my  Confideration.  This,  Sir,  it  is  contended, 
we  “  have  no  Right  to  do,  without  the  almofi  uni- 
“  verfal  Confent  of  the  People,  exprefs’d  in  the 
“  plained;  Manner.”  This  Pofition  appears  to  me 
as  ftrange  as  it  is  ablurd.  It  is  contradicted  by 
the  Experience  and  Practice  of  all  Ages  and 
Nations.  There  is  fcarcely  one  Government  in 
the  civilized  World,  that  now  retains  its  original 
form.  And  I  believe  none.  Sir,  that  has  been 
changed  by  the  exprefied  univerfal  Confent  of  the 
People.  Innumerable  Inltances  might  be  adduced 
of  this  Truth,  from  antient  and  modern  Hiftory; 
but  a  few  from  the  latter  may  fuffice.  Was  the 
glorious  William,  the  Deliverer  of  the  Englijlo 
Nation  from  Bigotry,  Superftition,  and  Slavery, 

veiled 
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vefted  with  Britiflo  Regality  by  the  declared  uni- 
verfal  Affent  of  the  People  ?— Was  the  Stadtholder 
eledted  without  confiderable  Oppolition  in  the  States 
of  Holland  ? — They  were  not. 

This  Province,  Sir,  was  originally  governed  by 
a  Governor,  a  Provincial  Council  of  Seventy,  and. 
a  Houle  of  Reprefentatives,  confifting  of  two 
Hundred.  And  in  this  Council  the  Governor  had 
but  a  “  treble  Vote.”— -This  was  our  original  Form 
of  Government  eftablilhed  in  1682,  by  the  Pro¬ 
prietor  and  Adventurers.  And  yet  we  find  that 
in  1701,  this  Frame  of  Government  was,  after  it 
had  undergone  various  Changes,  finally  iurrendered 
by  fix  Parts  in  feven  of  the  Aflembly  met,  with¬ 
out  consulting  their  Conjlituents.,  and  our  preient 
Charter  accepted.  This  Change  then  is  either 
valid  or  it  is  not-, — it  was  either  made  on  good 
Authority,  or  it  was  not. — In  either  Cafe  the 
Doctrine  of  univerfal  Confent  is  abfurd  or  mif- 
chievous. — If  it  is  valid,  then  the  Refolution  of 
this  Houfe  for  a  Change,  affented  to  by  nine  Tenths 
of  the  Members  met,  mull  be  valid  alfo.  If  it 
is  not  valid,  then  all  our  Privileges,  derived  under 
our  prefent  Charter,  fo  much  boafted  of  by  the 
Gentleman,  vanilh,  being  founded  on  no  Autho¬ 
rity,  and  we  mull  recur  to  the  old  inconvenient 
and  fcarcely  practicable  Form  of  Government. 

Befides,  Sir,  the  Right  in  this  Houfe  to  petition 
for  a  Change,  whenever  they  think  it  necefifary  for 
the  Welfare  of  their  Conftituents,  is  founded  on 
and  eftablilhed  by  the  very  Terms  of  our  prefent 
Charter.  Six  Parts  in  feven  of  the  Aflembly  met, 
have  Authority  to  alter ,  change ,  or  diminilh  the 
Form  and  Effect  thereof,  without  confulting  or 
paking  the  Opinion  of  the  People. 


Further 
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Further  to  expofe  the  Abiurdity  of  this  Af- 
fertion ;  Arbitrary  Power  will  ever  have  Numbers 
to  lupport  it  ;  withput  this,  Power  could  not  be¬ 
come  arbitrary.  And  fhould  People  opnreffed 
wait  for  this  univerfal  Affent,  ChangeSP  never 

wou.a  happen,  and  their  Slavery  never  end _ What 

rig  at  ana  neceflary  for  the  Safety  of  the  Peoole 
virtuous  Men,  entrufted  with  their  Welfare  will 
ever  purfue,  tho’  Millions  and  Mountains  oppofe. 
——Stilus  P opuh  eft  fuprema  Lex. — Let  this  Prin¬ 
ciple,  ^and  this  alone,  freed  and  unlhackled  with 
any  otncr  Confideration,  actuate  our  Conduct,  and 
we  mall  ever  fecure  a  felf-approving  Confcience, 
which  is  or  higher  Eftimation  than  the  greateft 
Wealth,  the  moft  invaluable  Jewels.  8 


But,  Sir,  I  fnould  be  glad  to  learn  what  is 
meant  by  this  almoit  univerfal  Confent. — Is  it  the 

nine  Tenths,  or  of  ninetv- 

nine  out  of  an  Hundred  of  the  People  ? _ Where 

will  this  vague  and  indeterminate  Rule  end? _ We 

have  the  Satisfaction  to  know  that  our  Conduct  is 
fupported,  and  the  Meafure  we  are  taking  approved 
of,  by  a  very  great  Majority  of  the  People,  and 
T  independent  Lovers  or  Liberty  ;  not  merely 
from  the  Petitions  to  his  Majefty,  now  before  the 
Houle,  but  oy  our  mixing  among  them,  during 
our  Recefs,  and  various  other  Means  of  confulting 
their  Inclinations. — It  is  to  them  we  are  accountable*; 
a.nd  if  we  have  their  Approbation  it  is  all  we 
ongnt  to  expert ;  their  Diiapprobation  is  all  we 
ought  to  fear. 

Before  1  conclude,  I  will  endeavour.  Sir,  to  re¬ 
move  the  “  Surprize,  Grief,  and  Terror,”  with 
which  the  Form  of  our  intended  Petition  to  the 
Crown  has  ftruck  him.  If,  Sir,  a  true  Reprefen- 

tation 
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tation  of  the  uncommon  Mi  (chiefs,  which  attend 
the  Liberties  of  a  free  People,  anfing  from  the 
very  Nature  of  Proprietary  Governments— If  a 
true  State  of  our  prefent  Confufion,  both  in  and 
out  of  our  publick  Councils — If  a  juft  Account  o* 
our  prefent  Infecurity  of  Life  and  Eftate  given  to 
the  Crown  be  a  juft  Caufe  of  Terror,  tnen  the 
Gentleman’s  Fanick  is  juft.  ^  But,  Sir,  thele 
Things  I  conceive  are  rather  Caules  of  Joy  than 
Fear.^  It  is  from  hence  we  muft  hope  to  be  re¬ 
relieved  from  our  prefent  unhappy  Circumftances. 

But  we  (hould  not  have  informed  his  Majefty, 

«  that  Pennfyhania  is  a  Scene  of  Confufion  ;  that 
“  armed  Mobs  are  marching  from  one  Place  to 
“  another,”  &c.  And  are  not  thefe  Things  true  ? 
— Armed  Mobs,  not  one  only,  but  three,  in  the 
Space  of  a  fev  Months,  have  marched  from  Place 
to  Place,  broke  open  the  publick  Gaol,  and  per¬ 
petrated  with  Impunity  the  moft  horrid  Murders 
in  cool  Blood— in  the  Face  of  the  Magiftracy, 
'and  Defiance  of  the  Government. — And  to  add  to 
their  Villainy,  they  came  to  the  capital  City,  with 
the  fame  black  Defign,  determined,  if  we  may 
judge  from  their  Threats,  to  wreak  their  Venge¬ 
ance  not  only  on  the  Indians ,  but  upon  fome  or 
.the  Members  of  Government  itfelf.  Nor  was  the 
Government  capable  of  defending  itfelf,  or  the 
People  under  its  Care.  No,  Sir,  our  prefent 
Safety,  and  for  aught  I  know  our  prefent 
Exiftence,  is  owing  to  the  King’s  Troops,  and  a 
few  brave  Volunteers,  the  Friends  of  Liberty,  of 
public  Virtue,  and  of  Government.  And  (hall 
we  be  afraid  to  reveal  fuch  imminent  Danger ! 
fuch  extreme  Djftrefs  !  to  the  beft  of  Kings  ? — 
And  when  fuch  Confufion,  luch  horrid  Guilt,  fuch 
heinous  Offences,  take  Place  in  a  dependent  Co¬ 
lony  with  Impunity  •,  when  the  Government  itielf 
refufes  or  neglects,  or  is  incapable  to  afford  Redrefs, 

M  does 
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does  it  not  become  a  matter  of  the  hioheft  Ne 
ceflity  and  Wifdom  ?  Is  it  not  our  indtfpenfable 
nUt|(  to  represent  thefe  1  hmgs  in  their  true  Light 
to  the  Crown,  who  alone  can  preferve  us  from 
fuch  inexpreffible  Evil  ' 


s? 


But,  Sir  fhould  we  wave  thefe  Things,  and 
draw  our  Petition  in  a  different  Drefs,  "can  we 

31  am6  whe5  ^flages.  between  the  Governor 

l  roc  lam  at  ions  ?  Can  we  hold  the  Hands  of  his 
aJeC}'  s  General,  whofe  Aid  we  were  obliged  to 
accept  from  giving  the  Intelligence  ?— Can  we 
nop  the  Mouths  and  clofe  the  Eyes  of  all  Em- 
lam  ar;u  America,  or  prevail  on  his  Maiefty  or 
tne  Mmiftry  to  bury  in  Oblivion  what  they  have 

Te  Tc  f£.,°ften  rfad  and  heard  we  cannot 
tio  thele  1  lungs,  how  vain  and  ridiculous  mud 

cm  Attempt  be  to  hide  thefe  Tumults  and  Mu r- 

uers  from  the  Royal  Knowledge,  fhould  it  be 

thought  prudential  or  ufeful  ?  But,  Sir,  that  can- 

n  jt:.  ’  *°r  tbt'  Aflembly  or  Carolina  reprefented 
their  Government  in  the  fame  State  of  Confufion 
and  Want  of  Protection  in  their  Petition  for  a 

Change,  and  no  ill  but  very  good  Confequences 
attended  it.  n 


■  i  the  Gentleman  has  been  ftruclc  with  Terror 
'  f  t  le  Conn  of  our  Petition,  I  own,  Sir,  I  am 
uruck  with  more  Amazement  at  his  Cone! rift  in 
<  ndeavouring  to  palliate  the  horrid  Murders  com- 
friitted  by  thefe  Infurgents.  I  have  heard  him  in 
t  us  Houle  exprefs  himlelf  with  genuine  Warmth 
•nu.1  Indignation  againfc  them — I  have  heard  him 
denominate  thefe  tirfc  of  Crimes  by  their  proper 
Nunes-— I  have  heard  him  paint  them  in  their 
fuiongeft  Colours. — But  he  feems  now  afraid  to 
vaii  them  Crimes ,  and  adopts  the  loft  and  palliat- 


ing  Term  “  Folly.”  He  reprefents  them  as  re¬ 
penting  Men,  “convinced  of  their  Errors ,”  and 
the  Conduct  of  the  Houfe  as  unbecoming  in  call¬ 
ing  them  “  armed  Mobs,”  which  he  reprefents  as 
“  painting  them  in  the  ftrongelt  Colours.”  He 
would  perfuade  us  to  believe,  “  they  have  re- 
“  nounced  all  Thoughts  of  luch  wild  Attempts 
“  for  the  future.” 


Is  it  not  aftonifhing,  that  a  Gentleman,  who 
fo  lately  could  paint  thefe  Offences  in  th  moft 
aggravated  Light,  flrould  now  foften  them  into 
nothing  more  than  an  A 61  or  Folly  •,  and  mould 
charge  this  Houfe  with  Indecency,  in  defcribing 
with  fo  much  Moderation  a  Set  of  Villains,  who, 
in  Defiance  of  the  Laws,  the  Magistracy,  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  Heaven  itfelf,  had  murdered  a 
Number  of  innocent  Men,  Women,  and  Chil¬ 
dren  in  cool  Blood  *,  who  exulting  and  glorying 
in  the  A6t,  attempted  to  add  to  their  Crime,  by 
refolving  to  maffacre  a  hundred-and-fifty  more,  to¬ 
gether  with  forne  ot  the  belt  Men  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  !  For  inch  was  their  Defign,  if  we  may  rely 
on  their  own  Declarations  and  Threats.  What 
Wind  has  occafioned  this  fudden  Tack  in  the 
Gentleman’s  Condudt  I  fhall  not  precifely  deter¬ 
mine.- — Thus  much  I  will  add,  that  it  muft  be 
fome  erroneous  Policy,  not  Reafon  or  Virtue  ;  for 
Murders  of  the  higheft  Rank  cannot  be  palliated 
on  either  of  thofe  Principles. 


The  firft  Riot  in  tills  Province  that  I  can  re¬ 
coiled!,  was  fpirited  up  by  the  Tools  of  Power  to 
deftroy  the  Freedom  of  Elections  •,  the  iecond,  by 
the  fame  Perfons,  to  intimidate  the  Houfe  ot*  Re- 
prefentatives  into  the  arbitrary  Meafures.  or  the 
Government ;  the  third,  to  murder  and  deftroy 
innocent  People,  his  Majcfty’s  Allies,  on  their 
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Settlements,  under  the  Protection  of  the  Govern- 
inent ;  the  fourth,  ftill  more  aggravated,  to  mur- 
oer  m  cool  Blood  Men,  Women,  and  Children 
under  the  immediate  Care  of  the  Magiftracy,  and 
m  tneir  Prefence ;  and  the  fifth,  ftill  more  heinous 
and  aggravated  than  all  the  others,  to  murder  a 

,  °  1  eop'e  under  the  immediate  Eye  of 

toe  Governor,  and  the  Protection  of  his  Majefty’s 

d  r°°Ps  nor  were  the  Members  of  Government 
itieu  to  nave  ^been  free  from  the  horrid  Mafiacre 
haa  not  thcfe  Infurgents  been  flopped  in  their 
Career ;  not  by  any  Power  in  the  Government 
tor  that  was  ineffectual,  but  by  the  King’s  Troops’ 
and  ^  the  voluntary  Aid  of  the  Citizens  of  Phila- 

aelphia. - Let  us  take  a  ferious  View  of  thefe 

i  acts,  and  then  determine  what  Reafon  we  have 
to  expeCt  thefe  dangerous  Tumults  are  at  an  End. 

*  ^-Ie  not  the  Murderers  ftill  ransrino-  the  Coup* 
try  with  Impunity  ?~Has  the  Government  made 
tne.  leaft  Enquiry  after  the  Criminals,  lifted  a  Fin¬ 
ger,  or  given  an  Order  for  their  Punilhment, 
though  requefted  to  do  it  by  this  Eloufe  ?  And 
are  not  thefe  Things  the  moft  evident  Proofs  of 
our  Infecurity,  and  of  the  greateft  DifrefpeCt  to  a 
Proprietary  Government,  and  that  it  has  not  either 
i  owd  fuffici'.nt  or  Inclination  to  afford  Protection" 
to  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  ? 

But,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  would  perfuade  us  to 
believe  he  is  well  acquainted  with  their  Conduct, 
their  Penitence,  and  their  future  Tefigns,  and 
tna*-  they,  by  iome  uncommon  Atonement,  have 
wiped  away  the  Guilt  of  their  heinous  Offences, 
and  never  intend  to  commit  them  more. 

What  Communication  the  Gentleman  has  with 
them,  or  what  private  Intelligence  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  of  their  Penitence,  are  yet  unknown,  as 

he 
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he  has  not  communicated  them.  But  Riots  and 
Murders,  Sir,  when  once  begun,  encouraged  and 
fupported  by  fuch  Numbers  as  thefe  have  been, 
feldom  ceafe  till  the  Offenders  are  punifhed,  or 
their  Defigns  fucceed  •,  but  like  the  raging  F  lame, 
once  kindled,  will  confume  all  before  them,  un- 
lefs  extinguilhed  by  lorne  iuperior  Force.  And 
the  daily  Threats  of  thefe  lawlefs  People,  with  the 
infamous  Pamphlets  continually  publilhed  tojufti- 
fy  and  encourage  them,  do  not  demonftrate  the 
leaft  Intention  in  them  to  alter  their  ConduA,  or 
the  leaft  Vvifli  in  their  wicked  Abettors  that  they 
11'iOuld  do  ft). 

“  But  (he  fays)  that  we  fliall  furnilli  a  Reafon 
“  for  fettling  a  Military  Eftablifhment  upon  us, 

.  “  (sc.  by  thus  reprefenting  the  Governnment  in 
“  Confufion.”  —  A  Military  Eftablifhment  is  al¬ 
ready,  and  will  be  more  effcAually  eftablifhed  in 
the  Colonies.  This  feems  the  determined  unal¬ 
terable  Refutation  of  a  Britifh  Parliament. — No^ 
thing  lefs  will  ever  fecure  them  ProteAion  in  their 
prefent  difunited  State.  There  is  no  Alternative 
between  this  Meafure  and  a  general  Union  to  in- 
fure  us  Protection  againft  the  foreign  Invader. 
Such  an  Union  has  been  already  rejedted,  and 
fuch  an  one  we  fliall  now  never  enjoy  :  Our  Su¬ 
periors  think  it  convenient  to  keep  us  in  another 
State,  and  therefore  we  fliall  undoubte  have 
this  Meafure,  which  has  ftruck  the  Gentleman 
with  fo  much  Terror  and  Panick,  eftablifhed, 
whether  the  Government  is  changed  or  not.  The 
Qucftion  then  arifes,  whether  he  had  rather  have 
a  Military  Eftablifhment  in  a  Government  under 
the  Crown,  or  the  Proprietaries  ? — Impartial  Rea¬ 
fon,  free  from  Proprietary  Attachment,  will  foon 
determine. — The  Crown  has  no  private  Intereft 
to  promote ,  the  publick  Good  will  be  its  great 

Objedl, 
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by  being  immedi„ely  uSX ZZZ 
port  the  Troops  ;  but  the  Propne  t  fup' 

ura’  *»  woi » 

or  Remoife011^?6  Pm  lkH  Weal  ™thout  Fear 
Kemorie.  1  hey  will  undoubtedly  then  erdea 

z"  .zt' 

Meafures;  the  Meafures  nf  n  '  1  '  !,nt0  tJ!eir 

lion.  Ex^rience  Craltdv  ?ppref- 

th!SpTrUth-’  the  Gondu&  °f  the  Government  ■  h 
the  Beginning  of  the  late  War  fufficientlV  proves 

unde‘:  T h  V t1e  Mllltm7rPo'Ver  in  a  Government 
index  the  Crown  milbehave,  we  hiould  nn™ 

Complaint,  be  redreffed.— No  Perfon  nf  bn  P 
tterewonid  find  it  their  Intereft  tZnterfeZS 

Support  of  them,  contrary  to  the  Rights  of  t!,! 
People.— But  if  inch  a  Power  is  mad^Sbfervient 

thofeMea?1"7  ^ealures’wi11  not  the  Principals  in 
^Meafures  support  that  Power?  And  wall  not 

^  Support  ever  prevent  our  obtaining  Relief? 

Hence,  Sir,  it  is  clear,  fmce  we  muft  have  a  M! 

don7  P  eadv  f*™™’  naT  fmce  it  is 

"  ,  J’  V  Wlil  be  lnfimtely  lefs  mifchievous 

to  us,  lels  fatal  to  our  Liberties,  to  become  the 

immediate  Subjedts  of  his  Majefty,  than  to  remain 

under  our  prefen t  Government. 

«  v!le:,Gemlcraf  afferts,  that  “  with  unremitting 
t(  iollarice  anu  undaunted  Virtue  Hiould  a  free 

«  PoweL’  T  agai'?ft  r;he  Encroachments  of 
*  ?W£’  (moaning  the  Power  of  the  Crown.)  [ 

A  T.  b;r’  we,  ollgfit  to  guard  againft  the  En- 
cioachmcnts  of  all  Kind  of  Power"  the  Power  of ' 

ivSr  ofeSneSl  a$  Wd!  a?  °f  the  Crown- — -The 
1 . 1  tf  the  Batter  we  know;  the  Royal  Go- 

vernment 
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verntnent  fhews  its  Limits  •,  they  are  known  and 
confined,  and  rare  it  is  that  any  Attempts  are 
made  to  extend  them :  But  where  Proprietary 
Power  will  terminate,  where  its  Limits  will  be 
fixed,  and  its  Encroachments  end,  is  uncertain  !*— 
It  has  already  been  extended  to  a  moll  dangerous 
Length,  and  our  Liberties  are  daily  confuming 
before  it.  And,  Sir,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  was  the 
Gentleman  a  Friend  to  the  Liberties  of  Pennfylva- 
nia ,  he  would  with  equal  Zeal  have  recommended 
this  Vigilance  and  Virtue,  to  watch  as;ainfl  and 
remove  the  illegal  Ufurpations  of  Proprietary  Ty¬ 
ranny. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  anfwer  a  few  Queftions  the 
Gentleman  has  put,  by  ferioufly  afking  him  a  few 
others. — “  Have  we  not  (fays  he)  fufficiently  felt 
“  the  Effedts  of  Royal  Refentment  ?”  Royal  Re¬ 
fentment,  Sir,  indecently  defcribed  by  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  in  fuch  aggravated  Colours,  has  been  dif- 
penfed  with  Royal  Moderation. — But  why  fo  much 
Rancour  againft  the  Royal  Conduct  ?  And  why 
fo  tender  of  Proprietary  Mifreprefentations,  Pro¬ 
prietary  Hatred,  and  Ill-will  againft  the  good  Peo¬ 
ple  of  this  Province,*  the  true  Caufes  of  the  Royal 
Difpleafure  ?  —  Here,  Sir,  if  Juftice  took  Place, 
would  the  Shafts  and  Darts  of  the  Gentleman  be 
pointed. — Here  it  would  be  juft.  —  But  let  me 
afk  what  ill  Effedts  have  flowed  from  the  Royal 
Refentment? — What  Liberties  has  it  deprived  us 
of? — What  Privileges  has  it  deftroyed  ? — None. 
But,  Sir,  have  v/e  not  felt  the  Iron  Rod  of  Pro¬ 
prietary  Inftrudtions,  and  Proprietary  private  In- 
tereft,  wounding  and  deftroying  the  moft  eflential 
Rights  a  People  can  enjoy  ? 

“  Is  not  the  Authority  of  the  Crown  fully 
“  enough  exerted  over  us  ?”  I  have  leen  no 
undue  Exertions  of  the  Royal  Authority  in  this 

Province. 
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Province,  But  has  not  the  private  Authority  of 
the  Proprietaries  been  lb  exerted,  that  the  People 
have  often  wanted  Protection,  and  Thoufands  been 
facrificed  to  their  arbitrary  Ufurpations  ?  If,  Sir, 
the  Gentleman  was  truly  concerned  for  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  his  Country,  would  he  not  be  more  con¬ 
cerned  to  remove  the  arbitrary  Attempts  of  Pro¬ 
prietary  Intereft,  inftead  of  abufing  the  Authority 
of  Royalty,  from  whence,  though  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  fatherly  Reproof,  we  have  received  no 
Injury  ?• — He  certainly  would. 

To  conclude,  Sir-,  I  have  not  heard  one  folia 
Argument  drop  from  the  Gentleman  to  alter  my 
Opinion ;  nor  do  I  believe  his  Eloquence  has 
changed  the  Sentiments  of  one  Member  in  the 
Houfe. — We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Fa¬ 
cility  and  Security  to  our  Privileges  with  which 
this  Meafure  may  be  carried  into  Execution  and 
therefore  we  have  too  great  a  Regard  for  our 
Country  to  lay  it  afide.  It  has  been  often  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  Houfe,  and  fufficient  Documents  to 
prove  it  have  been  laid  on  the  Table,  that  Mr. 
Penn,  the  firft  Proprietor,  confcious  that  the 
Powers  of  Government  could  not  be  always  re¬ 
tained  in  his  Family,  actually  made  a  Contraft  with 
the  Crown  to  refign  them  for  a  Sum  of  Money, 
of  which  he  received  Part.  That  this  Contract 
ftill  fubfifls  in  full  Force.— That  by  this  Contract 
the  equitable  Right  is  beyond  Controverfy  in  the 
Crown. — And  that  his  Majefty  may  readily  obtain 
the  legal  Right,  upon  paying  the  Refidue  of  the 
Money,  by  a  Suit  in  Chancery,  fhould  the  prefent 
Proprietaries  have  the  Prefumption,  in  fo  plain  a 
Cafe,  to  enter  into  a  Contefi:  with  the  King  about 
it.  Befides,  Sir,  I  have  feen  the  Opinion  of  fome 
very  great  Men,  his  Majefty’s  Servants,  and  often 
near  his  Perlbn,  that  the  Power  of  Government 

is 
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is  an  Intereft  that  cannot  be  transferred  or  aliened. 
—If  this  Opinion  be  a  good  one,  as  I  am  clear  it 
is,  the  Right  of  Government  cannot  be  in  our 
prefent  Proprietaries,  but  in  the  elder  Branch  of 
their  Family. — And  further,  it  is  certain  that  the 
Proprietaries  ftand  indebted  to  the  Crown  for  one 
Moiety  of  the  Rents,  Iffues,  and  Profits  of  the 
three  lower  Counties,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
ever  fince  the  Year  1682,  which,  upon  a  moderate 
Calculation,  muft  amount  to  fifty  thoufand  Pounds 
Sterling,  clear  of  all  Expences  and  Deductions. 
Undewthefe  Circumftances  will  it  not  be  the  high- 
eft  Prefumption  in  the  Proprietaries  to  oppofe  the 
Royal  Refumption  of  the  Nomination  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  this  Province  ?- — Thele  are  the  Weapons 
which  I  am  confident  will  be  ufed  for  the  Reftora- 
tion  of  our  Liberties,  and  for  faving  his  Ivlaj  city’s 
faithful  Subjects  in  this  Province  from  that  Thral¬ 
dom  and  Bondage  which  Proprietary  InftruCtions 
and  private  Intereft  have  impoied  upon  them. 

With  great  Propriety  a  Political  Body  has  often 
been  compared  to  a  human  Constitution.  Let 
us  fuppofe  then  that  a  human  Conftitution  is  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  violent  Difeafe,  the  EffeCt  whereof 
has  nearly  deftroyed  the  Powers  ot  Lite  and  vital 
Motion,  and  Nature  is  no  longer  capable  of 
ftrugglino;  for  Relief, — is  not  this  the  Time  to 

OO  O  1 

apply  the  Remedy  ?  And  would  any  but  a  Quack 
wait  in  hopes  of  fome  lucky  Crifis  until  the  Difor- 
der  grew  too  powerful  for  Nature  and  Medicine  ? 
The  Powers  of  Legislature  truly  refemble  the  Soul, 
which  animates  and  directs  the  Conduit  and  Be¬ 
haviour  of  the  political  Inftitution.  An  upright 
Adminiftration  of  Juftice  refembles  the  aitive 
Blood,  which,  by  its  pure  and  uninterrupted  Courle 
preferves  and  fupports  its  Health  and  Vigour.  In 
thele  two  vital  Parts,  with  many  others,  the  Fe- 
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ver  of  Ambition  and  arbitrary  Power  is  and  has 
been  continually  raging  with  unremitting  Violence. 
The  Powers  of  Legislation  are  fo  checked  and 

controuled,  that  they  are  almoft  annihilated. _ The 

Courts  of  Judicature  are  fo  dependent  on  Pro¬ 
prietary  Influence,  that  wherever  Proprietary  In- 
tereft  is  in  queftion,  the  Stream  of  Juftice  becomes 
fo  turbid  and  thick,  that  it  can  no  longer  dis¬ 
charge  its  Duty.  Security  of  Life  and  Eftate  is 
become  an  empty  Name,  and  the  Spirit  of  Li¬ 
berty  diftrefied  and  worn  out  by  ineffectual  Efforts 
for  her  Prefervation,  is  verging  fail  to  a  Dilfolu- 
tion.  Nothing  but  a  Royal  Medicine  expediti- 
oufly  adminiftred  can  poffibly  revive  and  reftore 
her.  And  if  l'uch  a  Medicine  can  be  obtained, 
fhall  we  not  even  attempt  to  obtain  it  before  the 
Midnight  Gloom  approaches,  and  fatal  Death 
puts  an  End  to  our  Struggles  ?  This,  Sir,  is  not 
an  Aggravation  of  our  Circumftances ;  it  is  the- 
true  and  unfortunate  State  of  Pennfylvania. 
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